NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 23 APRIL 2003

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PUBLICATION SCHEME

REPORT OF THE CLERK AND DEPUTY CLERK AND SOLICITOR

1 Background

1.1 The Freedom of Information Act 2000 is one of a number of national policies to modernise government and encourage more open and accountable decision-making.

1.2 The Act applies to all public authorities, like the police and the armed forces, councils, central government departments, the National Health Service, schools and universities.

1.3 It does not apply to private organisations, unless they are contracted to provide public services on behalf of a public authority.

1.4 The Act places three main requirements on public authorities:

· To adopt and maintain a publication scheme, listing all the classes of information that the authority currently publishes, or intends to publish in the future, with details of how the public can access published information.

· To respond to any request for information not contained in the Publication Scheme (from January 2005).

· To comply with the Lord Chancellor’s Code of Practice on Records Management setting out good practice for the creation, storage, access to and disposal of information (draft issued for consultation 25 November 2002).

1.5 The Act is coming into force incrementally and the first duty placed on the Authority is to prepare a draft publication scheme and submit to the Office of the Information Commissioner for approval by 30 April 2003.

2 Policy Context

2.1 The adoption and maintenance of a publication scheme is a legal requirement that aligns with national and local policies for open, modernised and electronic government and greater citizen participation in the democratic process.

3 Model Scheme

3.1 The Association of Police Authorities’ Plenary agreed to produce a model publication scheme that all police authorities could adopt locally, the Plenary agreed the final version on 14 January 2003 and it received approval from the Office of the Information Commissioner in February 2003.

3.2 All police authorities signed up to the model publication scheme at the Plenary and are strongly urged to adopt the model scheme to ensure consistency across the country and to avoid the need to produce individual schemes locally.

3.3 The classifications within the model scheme are based on the kinds of information currently available from the majority of police authorities.

3.4 Police authorities adopting the model scheme still have to submit a draft to the Office of the Information Commissioner for approval as a formality; authorities not adopting the model scheme will be subjected to closer scrutiny before approval.

3.5 At present there is no obligation on police authorities to publish information detailed in the classification definition that it has not published in the past; this may change and Members should be aware that the Authority may need to review its information strategy in future. 

4 Consultation

4.1 The Association of Police Authorities developed the model scheme in consultation with all police authorities, the Office of the Information Commissioner and the Lord Chancellor’s Department.

5 Financial & Staffing Implications

5.1 There are no financial implications directly arising from this report. Providing public access to information detailed in the publication scheme may have resource implications that are not quantifiable at present.

5.2 The Authority can recover some of the costs incurred through charging for documents or printed copies but the government does not intend the publication scheme to be self-financing.

5.3 Employees likely to receive requests for information will need to be briefed about the publication scheme.

6 Equal Opportunities Implications

6.1 There are no equal opportunities implications arising from this report.

7 Crime and Disorder Implications 

7.1 There are no crime and disorder implications arising from this report.

8 Environmental Implications

8.1 There are no environmental implications arising from this report.

9 Human Rights Implications

9.1 There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report, although the emphasis on openness and transparency assists citizens in exercising their other rights under the Human Rights Act.

10 Recommendations

10.1 Northumbria Police Authority is asked to:

(i) Endorse the draft publication scheme.

(ii) Receive further reports as the remaining requirements of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 come into force.

