NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

 
26 March 2003

______________________________________________________________________________

COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS

Joint Report of the Chief Constable, Clerk and Treasurer

______________________________________________________________________________

1
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the Police Authority for the Chief Constable to make an application to the Home Office for 45 Community Support Officers.

2
BACKGROUND


The Police Reform Act 2002, enables Chief Officers of Police to designate support staff as Community Support Officers (CSOs). The legislation is enabling, not prescriptive, and the decision to have CSOs is an individual one for each Force and Police Authority. Following the first funding round for 2002/03 27 forces decided that they wished to have CSOs. Formal bids are now being sought for CSOs for 2003/04 and preference will be given to forces who do not already have CSOs.


During the first funding round the Chief Constable advised the Police Authority not to participate in the scheme at that time, and members agreed to this at the Interim Business Committee held on 27 August 2002 (minute 93(ii) - 2002/03). The Chief Constable has now had the opportunity to monitor the introduction of the CSOs and feels that it is appropriate to introduce pilot schemes involving CSOs to support the force's aims in relation to crime and disorder.


Funding of  approximately £10m, is available for 50% of the salaries and direct on costs of CSOs, no other costs being met by the Home Office. Funding on the basis of 50% of salaries and direct costs will continue to be provided each year until March 2006. 

3
PROPOSALS

Subject to members’ approval it is intended to submit a formal bid to the Home Office for 45 CSOs at an estimated cost of £1.197m, with a funding requirement for £598,000, being 50% of the total cost. The application process for the formal bids closes on Monday 31 March 2003.


Performance data relating to incidents of disorder, antisocial behaviour and racist incidents will be used to determine pilot sites. Information from the Police Authority survey which relates to concerns about visibility and reassurance will also inform this process. A project team comprising of two sergeants has been established to identify issues that will need to be considered to enable the integration of CSOs within the force.

4
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The requirement to meet 50% of the funding requirement can be met from within the growth agreed for the support staff budget in 2003/04. The Treasurer confirms that there are no other costs arising from this proposal.

5
RECOMMENDATIONS

The Police Authority is asked to give approval for the Chief Constable to submit a formal bid to the Home Office for 45 Community Support Officers. 

