NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 26 MARCH 2003

YOUTH OFFENDING TEAM - FUNDING 2003/2004

DRAFT JOINT REPORT OF THE CLERK AND THE CHIEF CONSTABLE

1.
PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To inform Members of the proposed funding for Youth Offending Teams 2003/2004.

2 BACKGROUND

2.1 The arrival of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 generated new statutory requirements for local partnerships including the development of Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategies and the establishment of Youth Offending Teams (YOTs)

2.2 One of the main elements of the Government’s proposals were that local authorities with social services and education responsibilities should be placed under statutory duty to ensure that appropriate youth justice services including bail support were provided and co-ordinated through a Youth Offending Team for their area. These arrangements were to be in place by the 1 April 2000, providing the range of services outlined above.

2.3 The government expected the relevant local agencies to pool their resources in establishing and maintaining Youth Offending Teams and it was agreed that the level of contribution would be determined following an assessment of local needs an available resources. 

2.4 At the authority’s meeting in October 1999 members agreed that the Grant Pool be used to help with essential establishment costs associated with the implementation of Youth Offending Teams throughout Northumberland and Tyne and Wear.

3 PROPOSAL

3.1 Although the YOTs are all now established, it is proposed that the authority continues to support these teams and that the current arrangements prevail with the six YOT’s continuing to receive support in kind from the Chief Constable and a flat rate cash grant towards running costs should be approved from the Authority.  

3.2 In line with last years funding it is proposed that £35,000 be allocated to each YOT within Northumberland and Tyne and Wear. This equates to a total overall cost of £210,000. 

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

4.1 There are no equal opportunity implications directly arriving from this report.

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

5.1 There are no human rights implications directly arriving from this report.

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1
The Treasurer confirms that the costs can be accommodated within the existing budget.

7
RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1
Members are requested to note the contents and agree to the proposed funding for the Youth Offending Teams for 2003/2004.

