NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 26 MARCH 2003

SUBJECT :
CRIMESTOPPERS - REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
JOINT REPORT OF THE CLERK, TREASURER AND CHIEF CONSTABLE 
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT


1.1 To consider the annual request for financial assistance in 2003/04 from  Crimestoppers North East
2. BACKGROUND


2.1 The annual request for financial assistance has been received from Crimestoppers North East to enable crime fighting operations throughout the region to be continued.

2.2 The Police Authority has supported Crimestoppers for several years now and in considering the requests has relied to a large extent, on advice from the Chief Constable as to the operational benefits derived in the Force Area by Crimestoppers.

2.3 The Chief Constable confirms that Crimestoppers continues to be of valuable assistance in terms of crime detection and has advised that, the following can be directly attributable to their initiatives:

· During the period 1 January 2002 – 31 December 2002, for the Northumbria Police area, 135 criminals were arrested and charged and 172 offences detected. This equates to 38.02% and 35.76% respectively of the total for the Crimestoppers North East area.

· For the period from 21 September 1988 (when Crimestoppers was launched) to 31 December 2002, for the Northumbria Police area, 1,454 criminals were arrested and charged and 3,356 offences detected.  

· For the period from 21 September 1988 to 31 December 2002, property to the value of £1,124,044 was recovered in Northumbria and for the whole of the Crimestoppers North East area totals £3,849,821. 

2.4
The Chief Constable considers that one of the strengths of Crimestoppers is the way that it prompts calls about crime from people who, for whatever reason, might not normally contact the Police with information.  It provides a valuable alternative means of obtaining information which would not be available otherwise about specific crimes and crime in general.

2.5
In summary, there is little doubt that many of the offences detected through information passed to Crimestoppers would have remained either undetected or would have involved more investigative effort.  As such, it is considered that the initiative assists the Police to effectively use their resources in a more efficient manner.

3. PREVIOUS POLICE AUTHORITY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

3.1
The Police Authority made a donation of £8,500 in 2002/03 on behalf of the six constituent local authorities in the force area (Minute 292 - 2001/02).

3.2 Previous contributions have been made on the strict understanding that they will not duplicate requests for financial assistance to the local authorities themselves.

3.3 The Authority also approved a contribution of £7,000, for an initial 12 month period, towards the cost of providing the Crimestoppers Unit at 


Chester-le-Street with two additional support staff (Minute 293 - 2001/02). 

4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1
The Treasurer confirms that a contribution of £8,500 can be accommodated from within the 2003/04 revenue budget.
5. CONSIDERATION

5.1
The Police Authority is asked to consider its continued support for Crimestoppers (North East), taking into account the contribution it makes towards fighting crime in the region and to decide upon the relevant amount.
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