NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

17 MARCH 2003   

PRESENT:

Councillor Laing (Chair)




Councillors Darke, Foster, Napier and Thompson

Mr Avery, Mr Brown, Mrs Brunton, Mr Gordon, Mrs Guy, 

Dr Mahmood and Mrs Pearson

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Henry and Packham and Mr Atkinson

16. MINUTES
RESOLVED - 
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 2 December 2002 be approved as a correct record.

17. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) - MEMBERSHIP FEE
The Authority was a member of the previous National Association for Lay Visiting from 1992 to 1999, but withdrew from the organisation because of concerns. 

In December 2001, following the Home Office regarding ICVA as the main partner for advice, liaison and the dissemination of best practice across Police Authorities nationally, the Authority agreed to rejoin ICVA at a cost of £750, to be reviewed annually (minute 198 - 2001/02).

Together with other Metropolitan Police Authorities outside London, Northumbria is entitled to a representative on ICVA's Executive Committee.  J Mair, Panel Co-ordinator for Newcastle has been appointed to represent the Authority, with M Porter, Panel Co-ordinator for Gateshead, acting as substitute.

The membership fee for ICVA for 2003/04 is £750, the same as in 2002/03.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That the Authority continue to be a member of ICVA in 2003/04 and the position continue to be reviewed on an annual basis.

18. RECRUITMENT OF CUSTODY VISITORS IN NORTH NORTHUMBERLAND
A recent publicity campaign across the force area successfully attracted a number of volunteers, although none lived in the North Northumberland area. The Committee has agreed to consider sending a leaflet to households and businesses in North Northumberland to attract new custody visitors (minute 13(iv) - 2002/03).

It is proposed to deliver a letter from the Chair of the Authority to residents of the main population centres of North Northumberland which will invite them to consider becoming a custody visitor and enclosing the leaflet "Just Visiting" which describes the scheme and gives contact points for further information.

Distribution by Royal Mail Door to Door to 15,208 properties in the Berwick and Alnwick areas has been booked at a cost of £750.  In addition, a local mailing company will assemble the leaflets and letters and mechanically insert them into printed envelopes for distribution at a cost of £695.  The total cost of the mailshot is £1,450.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted;

(ii) That the proposals outlined for the distribution of a leaflet in the North Northumberland area be agreed.

19. POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS
Schedules of issues raised at Police and Community Forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were presented.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

20. CUSTODY VISITING TO POLICE STATIONS SCHEME
A schedule of custody visits for the period 11 November 2002 - 10 February 2003 was submitted.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

