NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY
                                                                                                                        26 February 2003                                          

________________________________________________________________________________

AIR SUPPORT - CAPITAL FUNDING 2003/2004

Joint Report of the Chief Constable, Clerk, Deputy Clerk and Solicitor and Treasurer 

________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                     

1
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of the report is to inform members of a successful bid to the Home Office for capital funding for air support projects in 2003/2004.

2
BACKGROUND

At the Police Authority meeting held on 25 September 2002, members endorsed a bid to the Home Office, on behalf of the North East Air Support Unit (NEASU), for funding of £70,000 in 2003/2004, and agreed to receive a further report once the result of the bid was known (minute 104 - 2002/03).


The bid was for funding towards the purchase of upgraded video recording equipment and video monitors for the NEASU helicopter and fixed wing aircraft, and a jettison door modification and upgraded searchlight for the helicopter.  The total cost of the equipment was £140,000, £70,000 of which was to be contributed by the Consortium forces.

3
OUTCOME OF THE BID

The Home Office has now advised that the bid was successful and has agreed to provide funding of £68,000 (of the £70,000 bid requested) consisting of £36,000 grant and £32,000 supplementary credit approval. 

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

Nil.

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

Nil.

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The Treasurer confirms that provision for £140,000 is included within the Capital Programme for 2003/2004, now to be financed £68,000 from the Home Office and £72,000 will be met by the overall Consortium Authorities’ budgets.  The Northumbria Police contribution of £39,361 towards the overall cost can be met from within the Revenue Budget 2003/2004. 

7
RECOMMENDATION

Members are asked to note the contents of the report.

