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NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

BEST VALUE ADVISORY GROUP

14 FEBRUARY 2003 

PRESENT:

Councillor Napier (Chair)

Councillors Packham and Thompson

Mr Atkinson, Mr Avery, Mr Brown, Mrs Brunton and 

Dr Mahmood

Assistant Chief Constable D Warcup, 

Chief Superintendent K Mavin, Superintendent D Borrie, Mr M Wood, Mrs M Jobling, Miss A West and Miss S Mitchison

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Darke, Foster, Henry, Laing, Purdue

and Waggott




Mr Gordon and Mrs Guy



1. BEST VALUE REVIEW - CORONERS' OFFICERS

The office of HM Coroner is an ancient one which is now regulated by the Coroners Act 1988 and the Coroners Rules 1984.  It is a Crown appointment and he/she is an independent judicial officer presiding over a Court of Record, with direct funding and administrative links to Local Authorities.  The Coroner enjoys considerable autonomy as to how he/she discharges the functions within this statutory framework.

The primary function of the Coroner is "to investigate the circumstances of the deaths of all persons whose bodies are lying within his jurisdiction where he has reason to believe that death was violent, unnatural or of unknown cause."

Coroners' Officers are provided by Northumbria Police to support the Coroner in the execution of their statutory duties.  They provide a general support function working with and on behalf of the Coroner.

Due to the high degree of autonomy enjoyed by the Coroner in relation to how they discharge their function the precise working practices of Coroners' Officers vary significantly.

The review process is currently at Stage 4 - Appraisal of Options.  The feasibility of each group of options has to be considered against the following criteria:

· The cost of each option needs to be assessed

· The quality of the service that will be provided by each option

· The staffing issues associated with each option

· The projected performance that could be expected over the next five years.

Members supported the recommendations in the report for improvements to the service and raised the following issues:-

· Members noted that there is a national review of Coroners taking place, which will impact on the role of the Coroners' Officers in the future.  Therefore, the review does not propose any major changes to the service that is currently provided, but does make recommendations which will improve the service.

· Members were informed that there is currently an on-call system in place, however, it is an informal arrangement and only some Coroners' Officers will attend out of hours.

· Members noted that the Coroners' Officers do not actually attend the scene of a sudden death, however, they do make arrangements on behalf of the Coroner in order to speed up the investigative process.  Therefore, the Coroners' Officers do not have to have police skills and powers.

