
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

24 MAY 2011
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)

Councillors: C Donovan, A Douglas, M Foy, M Gannon, M Graham, 
J McElroy, M McNestry and P Mole  
Apology:
Councillor L Green
C1
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 12 April 2011 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C2
HOUSING REPAIRS CONTRACT PROCUREMENT

Consideration has given to the re-tendering of the Housing Repairs contract.

The alternative options to that being recommended, but which were discounted at 
this time, included contract extension, granting the contract without competition, 
shared services and joint ventures.


RESOLVED -  
(i)
That the Housing Repairs Contract be re-tendered in 




open competition in accordance with EU procurement 



regulations.




(ii)
That the Housing Repairs Contract will be between the 


Council, rather than The Gateshead Housing Company 


and the contractor for the three year period with the 



option of a two year extension.

(iii) That the Group Director, Community Based Services be 


authorised, following consultation with the Strategic 



Director, Legal and Corporate Services and the Strategic 


Director, Finance and ICT, to take all steps required to 


progress the procurement, including (but not exclusively) 


preparation and agreement of all procurement 




documentation and shortlisting of bidders, up to 



appointment of preferred bidder stage.  

(iv) That a further report be brought to Cabinet to appoint the 


preferred bidder.


The above decisions have been made to secure best value for tenants and 
leaseholders.

C3
IMPROVEMENTS TO CAR PARKS IN LOCAL CENTRES

Consideration has been given to the outcome of consultation with key stakeholders and to the proposal to carry out improvements and introduce a charging scheme in council managed public car parks.


The alternative options to that being recommended, but which were discounted, included the introduction of charging for parking in other local centres and not introducing any charging in local centre car parks.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the outcome of the consultation be noted.

(ii) That the Council be recommended to approve the proposed tariff structure in the car parks as set out in appendix 5 to the report.

(iii) That subject to (ii) above, the Head of Transport Strategy be authorised to carry out the necessary works to introduce a charging regime, to take effect from the 1st September 2011.
(iv) That subject to (ii) above, the Strategic Director, Legal 
and Corporate Services be authorised to advertise and 
make the associated Traffic Regulation Order.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons: 





(A)
To support vitality and viability of the main local 





centres concerned.

(B) 
To enhance efficiency in the use of the car parks 
(by increasing turnover).
(C) 
To make better use of parking space.
(D) To support an appropriate level of enforcement 
action.
(E) 
To facilitate the enforcement of improved facilities 

for disabled persons.

(F) 
To create a revenue stream to support 



maintenance and development of car parks in 


local centres.

C4
2011/12 STATUTORY INTERVENTION PLANS FOR THE FOOD CONTROL AND 
HEALTH AND SAFETY SERVICES

Consideration has been given to the intervention plans for the food control and 
health and safety services for 2011/12.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the intervention 



plans for 2011/12 as detailed in Parts 1 to 3 of the report.

The above decision has been made to ensure that effective and appropriate 
enforcement strategies and resources are allocated to deliver the mandatory duties 
placed on the Council as the enforcing authority for the regulation of businesses.

C5
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE BACK LANES PROGRAMME 2011/12

  

Consideration has been given to a programme of back lane highway maintenance 
schemes in 2011/12.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed programme of back lane 






refurbishment works for 2011/12 be approved.

(ii) 
That the Head of Construction Services be authorised to 
carry out the works and the annual surfacing and cold 
planning contractor carry out the balance of the works.

The above decisions have been made to continue to address the backlog of 
deterioration of back lanes throughout the borough.
C6
REVIEW OF ADDRESSING HOUSING NEED

Consideration has been given to the findings and recommendations arising from the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s (OSC) review of the Council’s strategy to address housing need.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the recommendations, findings and analysis of 




evidence of the OSC’s review, as set out in appendix 2 



to the report be endorsed.

(ii) That the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group be sought on further approaches to improving the position on the licensing of private landlords including the extension of selective licensing.   

The above decisions have been made to allow the Council in conjunction with partners, to improve performance in addressing housing need.

C7
GATESHEAD JOINT STRATEGIC NEEDS ASSESSMENT 


Consideration has been given to the refresh of the Gateshead Joint Strategic Needs 
Assessment (JSNA) 2011.

  RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the 2011 refresh of the Gateshead JSNA be 




approved.

(ii) That the JSNA informs all relevant strategies across the Council and the future commissioning priorities and objectives of the Council and the Gateshead Strategic Partnership.  

 The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure that future commissioning intentions 



are based on evidence of local need and effective 



interventions. 

(B) 
To provide a clear set of strategic priorities 
related to health and inequalities in health for the 
members of the Gateshead Strategic Partnership.





(C)
To ensure that Gateshead Council complies with 




the Local Government and Public Involvement in 




Health Act 2007.
C8
COMMISSIONING FOR PERSONALISED CARE – GATESHEAD COUNCIL’S 
REFRESHED/DRAFT STRATEGY FOR COMMISSIONING ADULT SOCIAL 
CARE SERVICES

Consideration has been given to proposed consultation on the draft refreshed Adult 
Social Care Commissioning Strategy with key stakeholders including, Healthier 
Communities Advisory Group and the adult social care partnership boards.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the views of Healthier Communities Advisory Group 



be sought on the draft refreshed Adult Care Services 




Commissioning Strategy. 

(ii) That consultation with stakeholders, service users and carers through the network of adult social care partnerships on the draft refreshed Adult Care Services Commissioning Strategy be approved.

(iii) That following consultation, a final strategy be submitted to Cabinet for approval in October 2011.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure that the transformation of adult care 




services continues to meet the needs of 





Gateshead residents. 





(B)
To ensure that a diverse market of providers is 




developed to provide a choice of high quality and 



value for money services. 





(C)
To ensure value for money in all of our externally 



commissioned services.

C9
APPOINTMENTS TO ADVISORY GROUPS, OTHER BODIES OF THE COUNCIL, JOINT COMMITTEES AND OUTSIDE BODIES   

Consideration has been given to the nominations of the Labour and Liberal 
Democrat Groups to Advisory Groups, Other Bodies of the Council, Joint 
Committees and Outside Bodies.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the nominations of the Labour and Liberal 




Democrat Groups be approved subject to (ii) below. 

(ii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, following consultation with the Leader of the Council and/or Leader of the Opposition, be authorised to agree any further necessary changes to the list of annual appointments.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure that the views of the political groups 
are taken into account when the appointments 
are made.

(B) 
To ensure that the most appropriate councillors 
are appointed to each body. 

C10
PETITIONS SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the latest update on petitions submitted to the 
Council and the action taken on them.


RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be 




noted.



The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of the petitions received.
C11
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C12
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C13
SURPLUS PROPERTY DECLARATIONS (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to declaring a number of Council properties surplus 
to requirements.

The alternative option to that being recommended, but which was discounted, was 
refurbishment of the properties.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That in respect of The Lonnen Aged Persons Home and 




Communal Room:






a)
the property be declared surplus to the 







Council’s requirements;






b)
the property be demolished and the vacant land 





to be left soiled and seeded;






c)
the Group Director, Development and Enterprise 





be authorised to obtain tenders for the demolition 





of the properties and to dispose of the cleared 






site on the open market.
(ii) That in respect of 1 to 3 Lobelia Avenue, Old Fold:

a) the properties be declared surplus to the Council’s requirements and;

b) the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to dispose of the properties on the open market.

The above decisions have been made to manage resources and rationalise the 
Council’s assets in line with the Corporate Asset Strategy and Management Plan 
2010. 

C14
APPROPRIATION OF LAND AT CARLISLE STREET, FELLING (Paragraph 3)
Consideration has been given to the appropriation of land at Carlisle Street, Felling for education purposes.
RESOLVED - 
That the appropriation of land from the demolished sites of 1,3 


and the rear of 5 and 7 Carlisle Street from housing clearance 


purposes to education purposes be approved.

The above decisions have been made to manage resources and rationalise the Council’s assets in line with the Corporate Asset Strategy and Management Plan 2010.
Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available online and in the minute file.  Please note access restrictions apply for exempt business as defined by the Access to Information Act.
The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’. 

Publication date: 26 May 2011 




Chair…………………..
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