
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

18 JANUARY 2011
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Douglas, M Foy, M Gannon, M Graham, L Green and 

M McNestry  
Apologies for absence:
Councillors C Donovan, J McElroy and P Mole
C203
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 14 December 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C204
STRATEGIC REVIEW – SHOPS, GARAGE SITES, ALLOTMENTS AND GARDEN LAND

Consideration has given to the proposed property strategies for Shops, Garage 
Sites, 
Allotments and Garden Land tenancies.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the property strategies and courses of action set 





out in appendices 2 and 3 to the report be approved. 




(ii)
That the submission further reports in due course 





detailing the financial implications for each of the 





projects be noted.


The above decisions have been made to manage resources and rationalise the 
Council’s assets in line with the Corporate Asset Strategy and Management Plan 
2010.

(Councillor F Hindle, who was attending the meeting as an observer, declared a 
personal and prejudicial interest in the above matter because his mother rents an 
allotment and withdrew from the meeting whilst the matter was under 
consideration).

C205
REVIEW OF MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES SCHEME

Consideration has been given to the recent review of Gateshead’s Members’ Allowances Scheme undertaken by the Independent Remuneration Panel and the Panel’s subsequent recommendations.

The alternative option to that being recommended but which was discounted included not accepting the recommendations of the Panel.
  

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the 





recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel in 



relation to the scheme of members’ allowances for Gateshead. 


The above decision has been taken to ensure that the scheme of members’ 
allowances remains adequate to recognise the time and effort given by councillors 
to their Council duties.

C206
SEX ESTABLISHMENT LICENSING POLICY

Consideration has been given to the proposal to introduce a sex establishment 
policy in respect of all sex establishments in the Borough under powers contained in 
Section 27 of the Policing and Crime ct 2009.

RESOLVED - 
That Council be recommended to: 




(i)
Pass a resolution specifying that the amendments made 



by the Policing and Crime Act 2009 shall apply in the 




Borough of Gateshead.




(ii)
Adopt and publish the Sex Establishment Policy in 




accordance with the requirements of the Licensing Act 



2003.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council’s functions in 
respect of the regulation of sex establishments can be discharged properly and 
effectively.
C207
RESULTS FROM CONSULTATION ON THE COUNCIL’S DRAFT SPENDING 
PLANS 2011/12 AND EQUALITIES IMPACT ASSESSMENT   

Consideration has been given to the results of consultation on the Council’s budget priorities and draft spending plans for 2011/12 in preparation for the Council’s revenue budget 2011/12.  Consideration has also been given to a framework for the Equalities Impact Assessment of the Council’s Draft Spending Plans 2011/12.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the comments received in respect of consultation 



on the draft spending plans for 2011/12 be noted.



(ii)
That the framework for the Equalities Impact 





Assessment of the Councils draft spending plans for 




2011/12 be approved.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that stakeholders’ views are taken into account when setting the 2011 - 2012 budget and to mitigate against any impact that these proposals could have on the Council’s equality priorities.
C208
COUNCIL TAX BASE

Consideration has been given to the council tax base for 2011/12 for the Parish of Lamesley, and the whole of the Borough of Gateshead.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That pursuant to this report and in accordance with the 



Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) 




Regulations 1992, the amount calculated by Gateshead 



Council as its council tax base for the year 2011/12 shall 



be 59,242.

(ii) That pursuant to this report and in accordance with the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992, the amount calculated as being the Parish Council of Lamesley’s council tax base for the year 2011/12 shall be 1,288.

The above decisions have been taken to set a council tax base in accordance with statutory requirements.

C209
CHILDREN’S SERVICES ANNUAL RATING BY OFSTED (2010) 


Consideration has been given to the findings from Ofsted’s Annual Rating for 
Children’s Services delivered by Gateshead Council and its partners published on 
the 9 December 2010.

  


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the contents of Ofsted’s Annual Rating of 




Children’s Services letter of December 2010 as set out 


in appendix 2 to the report be noted.




(ii)
That the report be referred to the Children and Young 



People Overview and Scrutiny Committee and Children’s 


Trust Board for consideration.  


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Ofsted findings are given 
appropriate scrutiny as part of the Council’s performance management 
arrangements, ensure that any necessary action is taken around the areas for 
improvement and to help sustain the good performance outlined in the assessment 
letter.

C210
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of local authority school 
governors to the governing bodies of schools where a vacancy has arisen.

RESOLVED -
That the appointment of the following local authority 



school governors to schools where there are vacancies 


for a period of four years from the date indicated be 



approved.
	School

Bede
	Appointment

Cllr A Douglas 
	Date from

19.03.11

	Birtley East
	Cllr M Foy
	12.02.11

	Ryton Junior
	Mrs Sally Danys
	18.01.11

	Whitemere
	Cllr L Green
	19.03.11

	Winlaton West Lane
	Mrs M Hall
	18.01.11

	Eslington
	Mr K Childs
	19.03.11

	Lord Lawson
	Cllr P Foy 
	12.02.11


C211
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to responses to the following consultations:

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations be endorsed.

· Changes to Planning Application Fees in England - Communities and Local Government Consultation (CLG) – appendix 1
· Modernising Commissioning – green paper – Cabinet Office – appendix 2

· New Homes Bonus – CLG – appendix 3


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute responses 
consultations.

C212
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C213
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C214
TEN POINT PLAN – ENTERPRISE AND INNOVATION FUND (Paragraph 3)
Consideration has been given to awarding a grant to support a development project in Bensham.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the lifting of the eligibility criteria applicable to the 



fund outlined in the report to enable the proposal to 




proceed and the widening of the eligibility criteria for the 



fund to allow similar applications from other 





organisations, be approved. 




(ii)
That a grant of the amount set out in the report to a 




Community Interest Company to cover a gap in funding 



for the project involving the purchase, conversion and 




refurbishment of a building in Bensham into a creative 



arts space be approved subject to the approval of Arts 



Council funding.
C215
ACQUISITION OF PROPERTIES TO FACILITATE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
BENSHAM AND SALTWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION PLAN (Paragraph 3)
Consideration has been given to authorising the Group Director Development and Enterprise to negotiate an ex gratia payment to the remaining 3 property owners of properties within Phase 1 of the Bensham and Saltwell Neighbourhood Action Plan (the Plan), in order to expedite acquisitions to enable timely implementation of the Plan.
The alternative option to that being recommended but which was discounted included making application for a compulsory purchase order on the properties concerned.


RESOLVED - 
That the Group Director Development and Enterprise, following 




consultation with the Strategic Director Legal and Corporate 





Services and the Strategic Director Finance and ICT to 





negotiate expedited acquisitions of the 3 remaining properties 




within Phase 1 of the Bensham and Saltwell Development Area 




subject to the condition that the acquisitions are completed by 




28 February 2011. 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure the delivery of regeneration in accordance with the Bensham and Saltwell Neighbourhood Action Plan. 
(B) To enable the forthcoming Joint Venture Vehicle to commence development at the earliest possible time. 

(C) To remove the cost and risk associated with the planning and implementation of any Compulsory Purchase Order required for the subject properties. 

Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available online and in the minute file.  Please note access restrictions apply for exempt business as defined by the Access to Information Act.
The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’. 

Publication date: 20 January 2011 




Chair…………………..
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