
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

16 NOVEMBER 2010
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)

Councillors: C Donovan, A Douglas, M Foy, M Gannon, M Graham, L Green, J McElroy, M McNestry and P Mole 
C161
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 2 November 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C162
CHILDREN’S CENTRE NURSERIES IN GATESHEAD

Consideration has been given to the outcome of formal consultation on the future of 
the Council’s children’s centre nurseries necessitated by the 
need to reduce the 
budget deficit and to a proposal for the Council to cease being the provider of the 
five children’s centre nurseries in Gateshead.
RESOLVED -
That the following option for the future of the nurseries be 


approved:

(a)
the Council will cease being the provider of the five children’s centre nurseries;

(b)
the Council will continue to reduce the budget deficit;

(c) the Council will identify potential alternative 
providers of the service, working closely with 
stakeholders to this end;
(d) 
that if there are no alternative provider(s) secured for the children’s centre nursery provision, operation will cease no later than December 2011 and;
(e) the Council will ensure all appropriate consultations with staff and unions are undertaken during this period. 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To meet the Council’s statutory duty to 
ensure that there is sufficient affordable 
and accessible childcare available.






(B)
To eliminate the cost of providing childcare 




and ensure effective use of the Council’s 




resources.


(Councillor C Donovan declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the above 
matter because she is a governor of Bensham Grove Nursery and withdrew from 
the meeting whilst the matter was under consideration).

C163
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2010/11 – SECOND 
QUARTER REVIEW


Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2010/11 capital programme and prudential indicators at the end of the second quarter to 30 September 2010 and to proposals to recommend Council to approve this latest position, agree the variations identified and that future schemes should not be committed until the position on the revenue budget and future of the Housing Revenue Account is clearer.

  

RESOLVED - 
That    the Council be recommended to:
(i) approve that variations to the 2010/11 capital programme as detailed in Appendix 2 be agreed as the revised programme;
(ii)
agree that no capital schemes be committed prior to the review of the Medium Term Financial Strategy and the announcement of proposals for self-financing of the Housing Revenue Account;
(iii)
agree the financing of the revised programme and;
(iv)
note that the capital expenditure and capital financing requirement indicators have been revised in line with the revised budget and that none of the other approved Prudential Indicators set for 2010/11 have been breached.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A)
To accommodate changes to the Council’s in-year capital expenditure plans.

(B)
To ensure the optimum use of the Council’s capital resources in 2010/11 within the prudential framework.

(C)
To ensure performance has remained within the approved prudential limits.

C164
REVENUE MONITORING 2010/11

Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2010/11 revenue budget 
and to the proposed in-year budget reductions.

RESOLVED - 
 (i)
That the Council’s revenue expenditure position at 30 





September 2010, as set out in appendix 2 to the report 




be noted.



(ii)
That the proposals to manage the impact of in-year 




funding cuts in 2010/11 as set out in appendix 3 to the 



report be approved.



(iii)
That Council be recommended to agree to the in-year 



budget cuts set out in the report as a result of the 




reduced funding.
 


The above decisions have been made to ensure the sustainable financial position of 
the Council.

C165
GATESHEAD MILLENNIUM BRIDGE – REMOVAL OF VESSEL COLLISION 
PROTECTION SYSTEM

Consideration has been given to the proposal to remove the vessel collision protection system (VCPS) to the Gateshead Millennium Bridge without the need for the promotion of a new Order under the Transport and Works Act 1992.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Head of Transport Strategy be authorised to 



proceed with the proposed scheme without the need to 


promote a new Order under Transport and Works Act.
(ii)
That Council be recommended to note this report and 



that the need to promote an Order under the Transport 


and Works Act no longer exists.

 


The above decisions have been made because there is nothing in the Gateshead 
(Baltic Millennium Bridge) Order 1999 which prevents the removal of the VCPS or 
the addition of the new navigation marks.  

C166
ADULT SOCIAL CARE SOCIAL CARE INVOLVEMENT STRATEGY

Consideration has been given to the proposed Adult Social Care Involvement 
Strategy.

  

RESOLVED - 
That the Council’s Adult Social Care Involvement Strategy and  



priorities for action be approved. 


 


The above decision has been made to support the delivery of the Council’s 
Corporate Priority in relation to Engaging Communities.
C167
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS

Consideration has been given to the appointment of local authority school 
governors to the governing bodies of schools where vacancies have arisen.

RESOLVED -
That the appointment of the following local authority 





school governors to schools where there are vacancies 




for a period of four years from the date indicated be 





approved.


	School

Washingwell
	Appointment

Mr D Crow 
	Date from

16.11.10

	The Drive
	Mr M Hird
	16.01.11

	Oakfield Infants
	Cllr J McElroy
	12.02.11


C168
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C169
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C170
GATESHEAD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the provision of loan assistance to Gateshead 
Citizens Advice Bureau. 
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That a loan to Gateshead Citizens Advice Bureau of the 



amount and on the terms set out in the report be 




approved.



(ii)
That a short term loan to Gateshead Citizens Advice 




Bureau of the amount and on the terms set out in the 




report to support the organisation’s cashflow whilst its 




new building is under development be approved.




(iii)
That the Strategic Directors, Legal and Corporate 




Services and Finance and ICT be authorised to 




negotiate the loan agreement with the Gateshead 




Citizen’s Advice Bureau.


(Councillor A Douglas declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the above 
matter because her husband works in partnership with the Bureau and withdrew 
from the meeting whilst the matter was under consideration).

C171
PROPERTY TRANSACTION – THE CEDARS SPORT COLLEGE


Consideration has been given to the transfer of the Council’s freehold interest of the 
site of the Cedars School to The Cedars Trust. 

RESOLVED - 
That the transfer of the Council’s freehold interest of the site of 



the Cedars School to The Cedars Trust be approved subject to 



the terms of the transfer including a clause that the site will 




transfer back to the Council if the Trust is wound up or the site 



ceases to be used for the purposes of a foundation school.
Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available online and in the minute file.  Please note access restrictions apply for exempt business as defined by the Access to Information Act.
The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’. 

Publication date: 18 November 2010 




Chair…………………..
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