NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 29 JANUARY 2003

DISTRICT AUDIT  ANNUAL AUDIT LETTER 2001/2002

REPORT OF THE CLERK, THE CHIEF CONSTABLE AND THE TREASURER

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To advise the Authority of the contents of the District Auditor’s Annual Audit Letter for 2001/2002, prepared in accordance with the Audit Code of Practice. The letter is attached as Appendix A and is to be the subject of a presentation by the District Auditor at the meeting.

2 MAIN POINTS FROM THE LETTER

2.1 The District Auditor annually audits the Authority’s accounts and submits to the Authority an Annual Audit Letter setting out the results of this audit.

2.2
The Audit Letter is particularly positive in tone, with no recommendations from District Audit identified. It has been another demanding year for the Authority and Force, however progress has been made on a number of issues including:

· Continuing to deliver the duty to achieve Best Value, through new Best Value reviews and the delivery of implementation plans from previous reviews

· Delivering the required 2% efficiency savings required by the Home Office

· Introducing the new national crime recording system at local level.

2.3
The letter notes that;

“Given the pace of change the police service faces nationally, and the various local initiatives underway, this has again been a demanding year for the Authority and Force. You have continued to perform well in the face of these challenges”

2.4
The auditor is required to consider whether the authority has put in place adequate arrangements to ensure that its financial standing is soundly based. “The Authority continues to manage its finances prudently, with sound control of spending demonstrated in the year”.

2.5
The letter notes that good progress has been made:

“The Authority has historically demonstrated good performance management arrangements and these have been further developed since our last audit”

3
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

3.1
There are no equal opportunity implications directly arising from this report.

4
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

4.1
There are no human rights implications directly arising from this report.

5
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1
There are no financial implications directly arising from this report

6
RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1
Members are recommended to note the contents of this report.
