
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

19 OCTOBER 2010
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Douglas, M Foy, M Gannon, M Graham, L Green, J McElroy, M McNestry and P Mole 
Apology for absence: Councillor C Donovan
C139
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 5 October 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C140
REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING STATIONS

Consideration has been given to the outcome of the statutory review of polling 
districts and polling stations and subsequent changes to boundaries of districts and 
location of stations.
RESOLVED -
That Council be recommended to:




(i)
Approve the proposals for polling stations and polling 




districts as set out in appendix 2 to the report.
(ii) Approve that the changes to existing polling stations and polling districts come into force on 1 December 2010 to coincide with the publication of the new electoral register.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:




(A)
To comply with the requirement of the Electoral 




Administration Act 2006 and the recommendation 




of the Electoral Commission.
(B) 
To ensure that electors of the Borough have 
reasonable and practicable facilities for voting.
(C) 
To ensure that, so far as is reasonable and 
practicable, polling places are accessible to all 
electors, including those who are disabled.

C141
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent Government 
consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as set out in 


appendices 1 to 5 to the report be approved.

· Localism Inquiry – Communities and Local Government (CLG) Select Committee subject to the Chief Executive following consultation with the Leader making any final necessary amendments 
· “Skills for Sustainable Growth” – Department for Business Innovation and Skills white paper 
· Rebalancing the Licensing Act – Home Office 
· An invitation to shape the Nature of England - Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

· Big Lottery Fund change to policy direction –  The Department for Culture, Media and Sport 



The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute responses 


to the consultations.

C142
REFRESHED ALCOHOL HARM REDUCTION STRATEGY 

Consideration has been given to a refreshed alcohol harm and reduction strategy 
2010.  
  

RESOLVED - 
That   the refreshed Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy as set out 


in appendix 2 to the report be endorsed.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To support the efforts of the partners in tackling 




the issues associated with alcohol misuse.

(B) 
The strategy will contribute towards the 
Gateshead Agreement Priorities to reduce the 
number of Alcohol Harm related hospital 
admission rates.

(C) 
To ensure the issue of alcohol misuse in 
Gateshead is commensurate with the Council 
priorities and Vision 2030.

C143
BIRTLEY YOUNG PEOPLE’S CLUB – GET BUILDING APPLICATION

Consideration has been given to the Get Building application submitted by Birtley 
Young People’s Club requesting £50,000 to develop a new sporting facility in the 
Birtley area.


RESOLVED - 
That the provision of financial support of £50,000 to Birtley 




Young People’s Club in the current financial year be approved 



subject to the following conditions:



The funding is not released to Birtley Young People’s Club 



until;

· The club have obtained a lease for the area of land identified.

· The club receive full planning permission for the development.

· The club provides evidence that the external funding from Sport England in the amount of £439,102 has been secured


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To secure external investment in a sporting 




facility within the borough in line with Council 




priorities. The Sport England contribution of 




£439,102 is dependant on partnership funding 




being secured.





(B)
To develop a high quality sports facility on an 




area of land currently overgrown and prone to 




anti-social behaviour.

C144
GATESHEAD SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ACTION PLAN

Consideration has been given to the adoption of the Gateshead Sustainable Energy Action Plan, and subsequent submission of the action plan to the EU Covenant of Mayors’ office.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Sustainable Energy Action Plan as set out in 




appendix 2 to the report be approved.

(ii) That the Action Plan be submitted to the EU Covenant of Mayors office.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:




(A)
The Sustainable Energy Action Plan provides the 



framework to deliver Climate Change Strategy, 



and Vision 2030 targets on carbon emissions.

(B) 
To meet Gateshead’s commitments to the EU 
Covenant of Mayors’ initiative, of delivering an 
action plan by October 2010.

C145
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS

Consideration has been given to the appointment of local authority school 
governors to the governing bodies of schools where vacancies have arisen.

RESOLVED -
That the appointment of the following local authority 





school governors to schools where there are vacancies 




for a period of four years from the date indicated be 





approved.

	School

Rowlands Gill
	Appointment

Mrs E Rudman 
	Date from

20.11.10

	 Larkspur
	Cllr D Davidson
	19.10.10


C146
SURPLUS PROPERTY DECLARATIONS

Consideration has been given to proposals to declare a number of Council properties surplus to the Council’s requirements. 
  
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That 11 to 31 Harras Bank, Birtley be declared surplus 



to the Council’s requirements and be disposed of on the 



open market under the power contained in section 32 of 



the Housing Act 1985.

(ii) That Western View Depot, Wrekenton be declared surplus to the Council’s requirements and disposed of on the open market as a domestic garage.

(iii) That Carlisle House, Bensham be declared surplus to the Council’s requirements to enable its disposal.

(iv) That the former Marsden Grove Children’s Home, 
Wrekenton:





a)
be declared surplus to the Council’s 






requirements;




b)
be demolished and the Group Director, 






Development and Enterprise be authorised to 





obtain tenders for demolition of the property, and;





c)
the vacant land be incorporated into the Whitley 




Court redevelopment site.
(v) That the former Lyndhurst Children’s Home, Low Fell be 
declared surplus to the Council’s requirements and 
disposed of on the open market. 
(vi) That the Pavilion and Store, High Spen Park, High Spen: 
a)
be declared surplus to the Council’s 






requirements;





b)
be demolished and the Group Director, 






Development and Enterprise be authorised to 





obtain tenders for demolition of the property, and;





c)
the vacant land be incorporated into the 






surrounding park.

 
The above decisions have been made to manage resources and rationalise the 
Council’s assets in line with the Corporate Asset Strategy and Management Plan 
2010.
C147
PETITIONS SCHEDULE

Consideration has been given to the latest update on petitions submitted to the 
Council and the action taken on them.


RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be 




noted.



The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of the petitions received.
C148
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.

The following item was added to the agenda with the permission of the Chair.

C149
EMERGENCY FUND WINTER DAMAGE 2010/11


Consideration has been given to accepting the award of Section 31 Grant Emergency Fund Winter Damage 2010/11 from the Department of Transport.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the award of Section 31 Grant Emergency Fund 




Winter Damage 2010/11 in the sum of £222,300 be 




accepted on the terms and conditions set out in 




appendix 2 to the report.





(ii)
That the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT be 




authorised to sign and confirm the Council’s acceptance 



of the grant offer in accordance with the terms and 




conditions set out in appendix 2 to the report.
C150
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C151
ORGANISATION CHANGES – FIT FOR FUTURE BACK OFFICE   (Paragraph 1)

Consideration has been given to changes to the organisation structure of the Central Administration Service within Central Services and the Facilities Management Service within Local Environmental Services.  This represents the final phase of the consolidation activity that has been delivered by the Fit for Future programme of service transformation in relation to Back Office reviews.  
 
RESOLVED - 
That Council be recommended to approve:
(i)
The management recommendations as set out in appendix 1 to the report.






(ii)
The proposed organisation structure for the services as 



set out in appendices 3 and 6 to the report.





(iii)
The proposed establishment list as set out in 






appendices 4 and 7 to the report.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To enable these service to be delivered in a 






more effective and efficient way.






(B)
To deliver savings that will contribute to the Fit for 






Future targets. 

Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available online and in the minute file.  Please note access restrictions apply for exempt business as defined by the Access to Information Act.
The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’. 

Publication date: 21 October 2010 




Chair…………………..
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