
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

20 APRIL 2010
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham, 

L Green, J McElroy, M McNestry, I Mearns and P Mole
C312
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 30 March 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C313
CO-ORDINATED ADMISSIONS SCHEMES FOR INFANT, JUNIOR, PRIMARY 
AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS – SEPTEMBER 2011

Consideration has been given to the proposed Co-ordinated Admissions Schemes 
that apply to applications to Infant, Junior, Primary and Secondary schools from 
September 2011.

RESOLVED -
That the co-ordinated admission arrangements from 




September 2011   as presented in the coordinated admission 



schemes set out in appendices 2 and 3 to the report be 



approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reason:
To enable the Council to comply with statutory regulations relating to school admissions and co-ordinated admission arrangements.

C314
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS POLICIES 
– SEPTEMBER 2011

Consideration has been given to the: 
· proposed Community Secondary Schools Admission Policy,  2011;

· proposed Community Secondary Schools Sixth Form Admissions Policy, 2011;

· proposed Community and Voluntary Controlled Primary Schools Admission Policy, 2011;

· proposed Planned Admission Numbers (PANs) for Community schools for 2011.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Community and Voluntary Controlled Primary 




Admissions Policy and Planned Admissions Numbers 





set out in Appendix 2 to the report be adopted for 





September 2011.

(ii) That the Secondary School Admissions Policy, Sixth Form Admissions Policy and Planned Admissions Numbers set out in Appendix 3 to the report be adopted for September 2011.

(iii) That the waiting list procedures that will give top priority for children who are the subject of a direction to admit by the Local Authority or have been referred for admission and allocated to a school through the In Year Fair Access Protocol be approved and that these children will receive priority above all other children on the waiting list.
(iv) That it be approved that the Planned Admission Number for Thomas Hepburn Community Secondary School be reduced from 160 to150 and the Planned Admission Number for Heworth Grange Comprehensive School be reduced from 220 to 210, from September 2011.

 

(v)
That the approved admissions policies for September 




2011 be used as a basis of consultation with schools, 




the Admissions Forum and others for formulating the 




relevant admissions policies from September 2012.


The above decisions have been made for the following reason:

To enable the Council to comply with statutory legislation as it relates to school admissions policies and co-ordinated admission arrangements.

C315
APPROVAL OF SCHEME & TENDERS AND PLACING OF ORDERS OF THE 
PRIMARY CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PROJECTS FINANCIAL CLOSE

Consideration has been given to actions necessary to progress the primary capital 
programme, including approval of schemes, tenders and placing of orders and 
action taken to secure financial close in respect of projects.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That proposals for Primary Capital Programme and the 



actions taken to proceed to Financial Close and contract 



signature in relation to Barley Mow School, Birtley East 



School, Crookhill School and Emmaville School under 



Contract Procedure Rules (2.1 (ii) Exception), for the 




reasons stated be noted and endorsed.

(ii) That authority to negotiate and agree the final details of each subsequent Financial Close with inspiredspaces be delegated to the Group Director, Learning and Children, following consultation with the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, Strategic Director, Finance and ICT and the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, in respect of each of those projects approved by Cabinet on the 27 January 2009.

(iii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services be authorised to sign the required legal documents on behalf of the Council, in respect of each of those projects approved by Cabinet on the 27 January 2009.


(iv) That the scheme and estimates for those schools in the programme to be refurbished/extended/maintained, as identified in the report be approved and the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to accept the negotiated tenders from the Group Director, Local Environmental Services and the placing of orders for the works within the agreed overall budget.


The above decisions have been made for the following reason:

(A) To enable the Council to deliver the Primary Capital Programme.
(B) To ensure each Project is delivered within the timetables and manner prescribed.
(C) To mitigate the risk of failure to meet the timescales set by the Department for Children, Families and Schools in relation to project delivery and use of funding.
(D) To inform of the actions taken in respect of financial close and contract signatures as required by Contract Procedure Rules.

C316
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE REVENUE PROGRAMME 2010/11

Consideration has been given to the proposed highway maintenance revenue 
programme for 2010/11.  

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the highway maintenance revenue 
programme for 



2010/11be approved.

(ii)
That the Head of Transport and Highways be authorised 



to award the relevant works to the Head of Construction 



Services (Local Environmental Services), under the 




terms of the Highways, Drainage and Street Lighting 




Maintenance Contract, and the balance to the annual 




surfacing contractor.


The above decisions have been made for the following reason: 

To continue to address the backlog of deterioration of residential streets throughout the borough.

C317
TENDERS, SCHEMES AND ESTIMATES

(1)
Contract for the Supply and Lease of Fitness Equipment

Consideration has been given to tenders received for the contract for the supply and lease of fitness equipment.  The framework contract is for the supply of equipment for a 48 month period commencing 1 May 2010 with leasing periods of 60 months for various leisure facilities over phased commencement dates. 
  

RESOLVED - 
That the tender received from Technogym UK Ltd/De Lage 



Landen Leasing Ltd be accepted. 


The above decision has been made for the following reason:


It is the most advantageous tender received based upon the evaluation criteria of value for money, quality, delivery capability, leasing terms and references.


(2)
Framework Contract for the Provision of Taxi, Mini Bus and Coach 


Services

Consideration has been given to the framework contract for the provision of taxi, 
mini bus and coach 
services for a 24 month period commencing 1 May 2010.


RESOLVED - 
That tenders received, as detailed in the report, which 




comply with the criteria of compliance with terms and 





conditions, availability, specification, the approved list of 




transport contractors and price be accepted.

The above decision has been made for the following reason:

Due to the nature and scope of the contract the Council will require a broad range of companies providing a broad range of transport solutions.


(3)
Appointment of Asbestos Consultants

Consideration has been given to the invitation of tenders from suitably qualified 
consultants to provide an asbestos consultancy service for a period of four years.


RESOLVED - 
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 




authorised to invite tenders for the provision of an asbestos 




consultancy service for a period of four years, from suitably 




qualified consultants, shortlisted from expressions of interest in 



response to the placing of a notice in the Official Journal of the 



European Union (OJEU) and to award the contract in 





accordance with Contract Procedure Rules.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:


To enable the Council to adhere to the requirements of the Control of Asbestos at 
Work Regulations 2002 at the earliest opportunity.

(4)
Re-tender of Quaylink Contract


Consideration has been given to the action taken by the Group Director, 
Development and Enterprise, following consultation with the Leader of the Council 
in approving funding for the Quaylink service for a further five year period at annual 
cost of £145,010 in line with the Option A timetable proposal as set out in the report.

RESOLVED - 
That the action taken by the Group Director, Development and 



Enterprise in accordance with paragraph 4(e) of Part 2 of 




General Delegations to Managers as set out in the Constitution 



be endorsed.

The above decision has been made for the following reason:





(A)
To fund a sustainable transport system 






capable of supporting the borough’s 






environmental, social and economic objectives.




(B)
To enable Nexus to have a new contract in place 




by 18 July 2010.


(5)
Derwent Hydroelectric Plant and Fish Pass: Scheme and Estimate


Consideration has been given to the scheme and estimate for the Derwent 
Hydroelectric Plant and Fish Pass.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed scheme and estimated cost of 





£582,000 be approved.





(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 




authorised to invite tenders for the works involved in 





accordance with Contract Procedure Rules.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To enable expenditure of external Environment 




Agency funding and other funding streams within 




the financial years 2010/12.


(B) 
To provide facilities to meet the aspirations of our 
client partner, the Environment Agency, and their 
associated community and public groups.


(C) 
To support the priorities identified in Vision 2030, 
Carbon Management Plan, Covenant of Mayors, 
10:10 initiative.


(D)
To ensure that the Council‘s objectives for a 


Sustainable Gateshead can be met.

C318
ADULT SOCIAL CARE FEES AND CHARGES 2010/11

Consideration has been given to the proposed increases in fees and charges for 
Adult Social Care for 2010/11 and representations received as a result of the 
consultation process undertaken.

RESOLVED -
That Council be recommended to approve the detailed Adult 



Social Care fees and charges as set out in appendix 2 to the 


report and that these be implemented with effect from 3 May 



2010.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

To ensure that Adult Social Care fees and charges are set at the correct level.


(Councillor Henry declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the above matter because his mother is a recipient of adult social care services and withdrew from the meeting whilst the matter was under discussion.  Councillor Mearns took the Chair for this item of business).
C319
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS


Consideration has been given to the proposed Calendar of Meetings for 2010/11.

RESOLVED - 
That Council be recommended to:



(i)
approve the Calendar of Meetings for 2010/11; 

(ii) agree that, as far as possible, meetings should not be held during school holidays; and

(iii) authorise the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, following consultation with the Leader of the Council, to make any necessary amendments to the Calendar of Meetings.

The above decisions have been made for the following reason:


To assist in the preparation of the Forward Plan and to allow Councillors and 
Officers to plan commitments in their diaries.


ENVIRONMENT FOR A THRIVING THIRD SECTOR – FINAL REPORT OF THE CORPORATE VITALITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


Item withdrawn
C320
REVIEW OF MEASURES TO TACKLE ALCOHOL MISUSE – FINAL REPORT OF 
THE HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Consideration has been given to the findings of the Healthier Communities 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) on its review of Measures to Tackle 
Alcohol Misuse in Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information and analysis of evidence and 




findings on tackling alcohol misuse in Gateshead be 




noted.





(ii)
That the contribution of partner agencies within this area 



of work be recognised.

(iii) That the Alcohol Harm Reduction Steering Group be 




requested to develop a Service Improvement Plan 




based on the priorities identified by the OSC detailed in 



Appendix 2 and produce a refreshed Alcohol Harm 






Reduction Strategy by June 2010.


 


The above decisions have been made for the following reason:

To reduce alcohol related harm for people living, working and learning in the

borough and improve the overall health and well-being of Gateshead 

residents.

FUTURE ROLE OF IN-HOUSE MEALS SERVICE

Item withdrawn
C321
SAFER GATESHEAD PARTNERSHIP PLAN REFRESH 2010/11

Consideration has been given to the Safer Gateshead Partnership Plan refresh for 
2010/11.


RESOLVED
-
That the Safer Gateshead Partnership Plan 2010/11 refresh be 


endorsed.


The above decision has been made for the following reason:
The Police and Justice Act 2006 imposes a statutory duty on the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership to produce an annual Partnership Plan.

C322
GATESHEAD ADULT DRUG TREATMENT PLAN 2010/11

Consideration has been given to the Gateshead Adult Treatment Plan 2010/11 
submitted by the Safer, Stronger Culture and Communities Partnership to the 
National Treatment Agency.

RESOLVED - 
That the Gateshead Adult Drug Treatment Plan 2010/11 be 




endorsed and the funding profile for the Plan as set out in 




appendix 2 to the report be noted.


The above decision has been made for the following reason:



It is a Government requirement that the Partnership produces an annual Adult Drug 
Treatment Plan.
C322
CHILDREN’S TRUST ARRANGEMENTS AND GOVERNANCE

Consideration has been given to the statutory requirement for Gateshead to have a 
Children’s Trust Board and the proposed governance arrangements of that Board. 

RESOLVED - 
That the introduction of a statutorily constituted Children’s Trust 



Board and the governance arrangements of that Board set out 



in the report and in Appendix 2 to the report be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:




(A)
To comply with Statutory Guidance and reflect 




both national trends and the shared language 




found in legislation and across the public sector in 



general.


(B) 
To ensure that Gateshead’s Children and Young 
People’s Plan for 2011 is developed and 
produced in line with the requirements set out in 
the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning 
(ASCL) Act 2009.

(C) 
To ensure that outcomes for children and young 
people remain a high priority for the Council and 
its partners. 
 

C323
PLAYBUILDER STATUS AGREEMENT FOR GATESHEAD

Consideration has been given to the proposals of the Gateshead Play Partnership 
for the allocation of the Playbuilder grant, year three. 

RESOLVED - 
That the Play Partnership proposals set out in appendix 2 of 




the report for the allocation of the Playbuilder funding year 




three, at the locations listed below, be approved subject to 




further consultation and development work on the detail.
· Bensham Grove Park
· Byermoor Park
· Beggars Wood
· Claravale Park
· Caulderwood Play area
· Blackhall Mill
· Blackhill Crescent
· Chase Park

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:



(A)
In order to meet the terms and conditions of the 



grant a Playbuilder Project Plan outlining the 




proposed developments must be submitted to 




Department for Children, Schools and Families by 



April 2009.

(B) 
It is essential to progress project developments 
as soon as possible as any 2010/11 capital sums 
remaining at the end of the financial year 2010/11 
greater than 5% will need to be repaid to 
DCSF.

(C) 
The Government wants Local Authorities to help 
deliver the Government’s vision for the future of 
play outlined in the Children’s Plan 2007 and the 
proposals will help to deliver this in Gateshead. 

(D) 
Playbuilder Funding supports the strategic 
measures of the Play Strategy and will help to 
improve outcomes for children and young people.

(E) 
The consultation on Play will increase the visibility 
of the Play Strategy, and inform the 
implementation of the Play Action Plan.

C324
COUNCIL TAX AND NATIONAL NON DOMESTIC RATES – TRANSFER OF 
UNCOLLECTABLE AMOUNTS 

Consideration has been given to the transfer of outstanding balances from Council 
Tax and National Non Domestic Rates (NNDR) accounts, where all possible 
recovery action has been taken and the balances are now considered to be 
uncollectable.  


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the action taken under delegated powers to transfer 



2012 accounts totalling £97,930.86 in respect of Council 



Tax and 84 accounts totalling £9,128.82 in respect of 




NNDR be noted. 

(ii) That the transfer of 413 accounts in respect of Council Tax balances totalling £303,320.14 be approved.

(iii) That the transfer of 228 accounts of NNDR balances totalling £952,496.84 be approved.    

The above decisions have been made for the following reason:


To ensure the effective management of the Council’s resources.

C325
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the consultations set out below as set 




out in appendices 1 to 3 to the report be endorsed.
· Next Generation Fund – Department for Innovation and Skills 
· Urban Challenge Fund – Department for Transport 
· Draft Vision – Tyne and Wear Integrated Transport 



Authority

The above decision has been made for the following reason:


To enable the Council to respond to consultations.
C326
PETITIONS SCHEDULE

Consideration has been given to the latest update on petitions submitted to the 
Council and the action taken on them.


RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be 




noted.



The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of the petitions received.
C327
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C328
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.


PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)
Item withdrawn
Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available online and in the minute file.  Please note access restrictions apply for exempt business as defined by the Access to Information Act.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.) 

Publication date: 22 April 2010 




Chair…………………..
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