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COUNCIL MEETING
22 July 2010
Appointment of Chair of the Standards Committee 
	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Mike Barker, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report recommends that the Council appoints Tony Atkinson as the new Chair of the Standards Committee.   
BACKGROUND

2.
Richard Bell has been Chair of the Standards Committee since 27 
January 2000. Mr Bell’s term of office as an Independent Member of the 
Standards Committee ends on 22 July 2010.

3.
The Council agreed in establishing the Standards Committee that the 
Chair of that body would be an independent member in accordance 
with guidance issued by the Standards Board for England. 

4.
It is proposed that Tony Atkinson should be appointed as the new 
Chair of the Standards Committee. He is a Gateshead resident and is 
the longest serving current independent member on the Committee.  

5. 
Mr Atkinson has wide experience of public service. He was a magistrate 
for a number of years and a member of Northumbria Police Authority for 
nine years. He has also held several other public appointments.
RECOMMENDATION

6.
Council is recommended to agree that Tony Atkinson be appointed 
Chair of the Standards Committee.
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