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REPORT TO CABINET
                                        20 July 2010
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Surplus Property Declaration and Demolition of                           
                          
 Felling and Blaydon Pools  
REPORT OF:
 Mike Barker, Strategic Director Legal and Corporate Services  

 Purpose of the Report 

1.
To seek approval to the surplus property declaration and demolition of the
 former 
swimming pools at Felling and Blaydon.  



Background 

2.        Cabinet approved the Best Value Review of Leisure in July 2005 (Min C105  2005/06) one of the key outcomes and priorities of the review was the provision of two new swimming pools to replace those at Blaydon and Felling.

3.        In July 2008 (Min C72 2008/09) Cabinet approved the location of the two new swimming pools. Blaydon Pool was to be replaced by a new Leisure Centre on the former Blaydon school site, in conjunction with a PCT Primary Care Centre and Felling Pool was to be replaced as Heworth Leisure Centre on the High Lane site opposite to the entrance to Laburnum Avenue. 

4.        In March 2009 (Min C 300 2008/09) Cabinet approved the placing of an order with Willmott Dixon Construction to carry out the works. It is anticipated that both leisure centres will be open to the public in October 2010.     

5.        Following consultation regarding the future of the existing Blaydon and Felling pools, it has been established that there is no appropriate use for these specialist properties and therefore it is proposed that they are declared surplus to requirements and the properties demolished immediately after use ceases.

Proposals            

5.        Blaydon Pool: Demolition of the Blaydon pool will take place as soon as l practicable following the opening of the new Blaydon Leisure Centre. The estimated cost of the works is £ 90,000.00 and the site will be left secure and seeded. The strategy for the future development of the site is that it will be returned to open space. 

6         Felling Pool: Demolition of the Felling Pool will take place as soon as practicable following the opening of the new Heworth Leisure Centre. The estimated cost of the works is £500,000.00 and the site will be left secure and seeded. The strategy for the future development of the site will be determined by the findings of the detailed development brief, but is likely to be developed for mixed use. This is one of the sites on the list of possible additional sites for the emerging Housing Market Renweal, Joint Venture Vehicle.
Recommendation

7.        Cabinet is recommended to approve: 

            (i) 
The surplus declaration and demolition of the Blaydon and

                 
Felling swimming pools.

            (ii) 
The strategy for the future development of the sites; and
            (iii)  
Authorise the Group Director Development and Enterprise to obtain

                   
tenders for the demolition works.


For the following reasons:

To manage resources and rationalise the Council’s assets in line with the Corporate 
Asset Strategy and Management Plan 2010. 

CONTACT:  Martin Wicks extension: 2972
PLAN REF:  3713
Appendix 1
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1.        The proposed surplus declarations are consistent with the overall 

           vision for Gateshead as set out Vision 2030 and the Corporate Plan. In 

           particular Corporate Priority 4: Improving accessibility, Connectivity and 

           Economic Prosperity, and Corporate priority 6: Ensuring a Sustainable

           Gateshead.


Background 

2. Cabinet approved the Best value Review of Leisure in July 2005 (C109 2005/06) The Key outcomes and priorities in terms of improving leisure facilities were;
· Secure modern and appropriate facilities in Blaydon through the provision of upgraded facilities on the former school site

· replace Felling Pool with modern accessible facilities

· Upgrade Dunston Pool.

· Upgrade Gateshead Leisure Centre to provide better quality facilities

· Upgrade Birtley Pool.

3.        In July 2008 (Min C72 2008/09) Cabinet approved the location of the two new           Leisure Centres. Blaydon Pool was to be replaced by a new Leisure Centre on the           former Blaydon school site, in conjunction with a PCT Primary Care Centre and Felling pool was to be replaced as Heworth Leisure Centre on the High Lane site opposite to the entrance to Laburnum Avenue. 

4.        In March 2009 (Min C 300 2008/09) Cabinet approved the placing of an order with     

Willmott Dixon Construction to carry out the works. It is anticipated that both leisure centres will be open in October 2010    

5.        Following consultation regarding the future of the existing Blaydon and Felling pools,      

           it has been established there is no appropriate use for these specialist properties      

           and therefore it is proposed that they are declared surplus to requirements and the   
           properties are demolished immediately after use ceases.
           Consultation

6.        In preparing this report, consultations have taken place with Cabinet Members for Corporate Vitality and Sustainable Communities – East and West. Ward Councillors of the, Wardley and Leam Lane, Pelaw and Heworth, and Windy Nook and Whitehills, and Blaydon Wards have been consulted.                                                                                                       
Alternative Options

7.        The option of retaining the properties has been discounted as no alternative 
           Council use has been identified. On completion of the new pools immediate
           demolition of the old properties is necessary to avoid any health and safety risks

           and allowing them not to become an eyesore for the local community.

           Implications of Recommended Option 

8.        Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the 
           costs associated with demolition can be accommodated from within existing 
           resources.
9.        Risk Management Implication - Nil
10.      Human Resources Implications   - Nil
11.      Equality and Diversity Implications - Nil 
12.      Crime and Disorder Implications – Immediate demolition of the buildings 

          
will avoid anti-social behaviour and vandalism. 
13.      Health Implications - Nil
14.      Sustainability Implications – Declaring the properties surplus to requirements and
demolishing them will reduce the level of Council properties, that are performing poorly.  
15.      Human Rights Implications - Nil
16.
Area and Ward Implications –Windy Nook and Whitehills (East), and Blaydon 
(West)
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