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REPORT TO CABINET


 20 July 2010
TITLE OF REPORT:
Demolition of 270-274, 280 and 298-304 High Street, Gateshead

  
REPORT OF:
Paul Dowling, Group Director, Development and Enterprise  

Purpose of the Report 

1. This report seeks Cabinet’s approval to demolish a number of vacant retail properties in High Street, Gateshead.

Background 

2. The properties were acquired by the Council using One North East funding in order to facilitate the medium to long term redevelopment of the town centre.  
3. The properties have been vacant for a number of years and are in a state of disrepair.

4. One North East has advised that funding is available to demolish the property.  

Proposal 

5. It is recommended that the properties at 270-274, 280 and 298-304 High Street South be demolished in order to reduce the Council’s ongoing financial liability and to remove a number of unsightly buildings thereby improving the appearance of the town centre in the short term. 

Recommendations

6. It is recommended that Cabinet approves the demolition of the properties.

For the following reasons:
(i) To establish a cleared site in advance of future redevelopment
(ii) Reduce the Council’s liability in relation to maintenance, utility bills, rates, security etc.
(iii) Remove a number of unsightly and dilapidated buildings  

CONTACT:   Steven Hayles extension 3466
PLAN REF:  3712

APPENDIX 1

Policy Context 

1. The proposed disposal is consistent with the overall vision for Gateshead as set out in Vision 2030 and the Corporate Plan.  In particular City of Gateshead with the revitalisation of Central Gateshead and Sustainable Gateshead by removing targets for anti-social behaviour and thus reducing the crime rate and the fear of crime.

Background

2. The Council has no operational need for the premises. The properties have been vacant since purchased by the Council and are in a poor state of repair.  

Consultation

3. In preparing this report, consultations have taken place with the Cabinet Members for Corporate Vitality and Sustainable Communities – Central. Ward Councillors have also been consulted.

  

Alternative Options

4. (i) Re-letting – The properties were bought for the purpose of demolition to facilitate medium to long term development. The cost of bringing the properties up to a lettable standard would be significantly higher than any rents received before redevelopment took place therefore this option is uneconomical.

(ii) Retain until redevelopment – the properties are in a dilapidated state and have a negative effect on the appearance of the town centre. The Council has an on-going liability in terms of potential business rates, maintenance, security etc.    

Implications of Recommended Option 

5. Financial Implications – The Strategic Director Finance and ICT confirms that funding for the anticipated cost of demolition (£350,000) is available from ONE North East allocations.
6. Risk Management Implication - Nil
7. Human Resources Implications   - Nil
8. Equality and Diversity Implications - Nil 
9. Crime and Disorder Implications – The risk of these building becoming targets of anti-social behaviour and drug misuse will be removed by the demolition works. 
10. Health Implications – The removal of opportunities for drug misuse will have a consequential impact on health. 
11. Sustainability Implications – The eventual redevelopment of the cleared sites (together with others) will bring economic benefit of the town centre and locality in general.
12. Human Rights Implications - Nil
13. Area and Ward Implications – Bridges in the Central Neighbourhood Management Area.
14. Background Information – Nil
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