APPENDIX 2
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Gateshead Council adopted Schedule 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 on 8 December 1982 which allowed the Council to regulate sex establishments (sex shops and sex cinemas) in the borough.  There is currently one licensed sex establishment in Gateshead – a sex shop in Blaydon.

On 6 April 2010 Section 27 of the Policing and Crime Act 2009 came into effect introducing a new category of sex establishment to the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982. This new category is ‘sexual entertainment venue’.
Sexual entertainment venues are any premises where relevant entertainment (including lap dancing, pole dancing, strip shows etc) is provided before a live audience for the financial gain of the organiser or the entertainer on more then 11 occasions within a 12 month period,  more frequently than once a month, or lasting for a period of more than 24 hours. It is anticipated that there are premises currently operating in the borough that are conducted in such a way as to fall within this definition.  It is also anticipated that there may be premises which in the future may propose to operate in such a way as to fall within the definition. 
The powers under Section 27 are not mandatory and only apply where they are adopted by local authorities.  When a local authority adopts the amended Schedule 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 it can then regulate sexual entertainment venues in its area.
It is proposed to conduct a widespread public consultation exercise on whether to pass a resolution specifying that the amendments made by the Policing and Crime Act 2009 shall apply in the borough of Gateshead, and, to consult on a draft Policy for Sex Establishments which will be implemented in respect of all types of sex establishment should the amended schedule be adopted, and in respect of sex shops and sex cinemas if the amended schedule is not adopted.  
