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REPORT TO CABINET
20 July 2010 

TITLE OF REPORT:
Review of the Statement of Licensing Policy

REPORT OF:
Paul Dowling, Group Director, Development 



and Enterprise
   

Purpose of the Report 

1.  
To seek Cabinet’s approval to undertake a public consultation on a draft revised Licensing Policy for 2011 - 2014 


Background 

2.
Gateshead Council is the licensing authority for the borough for the purposes of the Licensing Act 2003.  The Act requires licensing authorities to prepare and publish a statement of its policy every three years.  The Licensing Policy sets out Gateshead Council’s policy regarding premises and persons licensed or regulated under the Act. 
3.
The new regime under the Act took effect from February 2005.The current statutory three year period began on 7 January 2008 and ends on 6 January 2011 and a draft policy for the next period beginning 7 January 2011 has been prepared.  

4.
The Policy seeks to achieve the Licensing Objectives, namely - 

· the prevention of crime and disorder

· public safety

· the prevention of public nuisance; and

· the protection of children from harm. 

5.
The Policy has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the Act and the guidance issued under section 182 of the Act and has been revised to take into account recent amendments to the Act and to updated guidance issued in March 2010. 

6.
The Licensing Policy must be published before the authority carries out any licensing function under the Act.  It will provide a key part of the decision making process of the Licensing Committee for a three year period, after which it must be reviewed again.  Applicants and current licence holders under the Act will be expected to have regard to the Policy.  
7.
The draft Statement of Licensing Policy 2011 - 2014 and a summary of the proposed changes in the draft policy is available at http://www.gateshead.gov.uk/ , in the agenda folder for this meeting and in the Members Room.  


Proposal 

8.

It is proposed to conduct a widespread public consultation exercise on the draft statement of policy, and to ask that the results of that consultation be considered by the Sustainable Communities – Place Advisory Group before returning to Cabinet with a final statement for approval by Council.
Recommendations

9.
It is recommended that   the draft Statement of Licensing Policy be consulted upon for a three-month period following this meeting, and that the Sustainable Communities – Place Advisory Group be asked to consider the results of that consultation and give their comments to Cabinet in November so that a final version of the Policy can be recommended to Council for approval.

For the following reason:
There is a legal requirement to prepare and revise every three years a Statement of Licensing Policy under the Licensing Act 2003.
 

CONTACT: Elaine Rudman   extension 3911                        PLAN REF:3697 


APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

  1.   
The adoption of the Statement of Licensing Policy will allow the Council to carry out its duties as a Licensing Authority under the Licensing Act 2003. It contributes towards the refreshed Vision 2030, Gateshead’s Sustainable Community Strategy.   It will also contribute to the Council’s Corporate Plan 2010-13. The policy contributes to the Council’s vision for a reduction in the harms associated with alcohol identified in Gateshead’s Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy 2009-2011 


Background 

2.
Section 5 of the Licensing Act 2003 requires a licensing authority to prepare and publish a statement of its licensing policy every three years.  The policy must be 
published before the authority carries out any licensing function in relation to applications made under the Act.
3.         Revised Guidance under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 by the 
Department 
of Culture, Media and Sport in March 2010 stipulates 
what Licensing Authorities should include in their licensing policies, 
and how they should consult with specified stakeholders prior to 
adopting their policy.  

4. 
The draft Statement of Licensing Policy 2011 – 2014 can be viewed online in the agenda folder for this meeting and in the Members’ Room.  A summary of the proposed changes in the draft policy is attached in Appendix 4.

  

   
Consultation

5.
It is proposed that the draft Statement of Licensing Policy 2011 – 2014 will be subject to widespread public consultation between 23 July and 15 October 2010.

6.
The Licensing Authority before determining its policy for any three year period, or if revising a policy within a period must consult with:

· The chief officer of police for the area
· The fire and rescue authority for the area
· Persons/bodies representative of local holders of premises licences
· Persons/bodies representative of local holders of club premises certificates
· Persons/bodies representative of local holders of personal licences; and
· Persons/bodies representative of businesses and residents in its area
7.
In addition to the above, consultation will be undertaken with the Crime 
and Disorder Reduction Partnership, those charged locally with the 
promotion of tourism and individuals and organisations with an interest 
in the regulation of licensable activities both locally and nationally.
8.
A full list of consultees will be published at the end of the consultation period.

Alternative Options

9.
These proposals conform with the Licensing Act 2003 and relevant Guidance.  No alternative options are considered appropriate as the Licensing Authority has a statutory duty to prepare and publish a licensing policy at this time.


Implications of Recommended Option 

10.
Financial Implications -  The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the cost of preparing the Statement of Licensing Policy and the cost of consultation on it will be accommodated from within existing resources.
 

11.
Risk Management Implication -  There are no risk management implications.
12.
Human Resources Implications   -  None. 
13.
Equality and Diversity Implications -  an Equality Impact and Needs Assessment of the draft policy has indicated a neutral impact.
14.
Crime and Disorder Implications -  The prevention of crime and disorder is one of the objectives which the Council is required by the Act to promote in carrying out its 
licensing functions.
15.
Sustainability Implications -  There are no sustainability implications from the recommended options
16.
Human Rights Implications -  There are no Human Rights implications from the recommended options

17.
Health Implications -  While health is not an objective of the Licensing 
Act 2003 the draft policy contributes to the Council’s vision for a 
reduction in the harms associated with alcohol identified in 
Gateshead’s Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy 2009 -2011.
18.
Area and Ward Implications -  This report affects all wards equally.
19.
Background Material


These documents that have been considered in preparation of the report:

· Licensing Act 2003
· DCMS Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 (March 2010)

· LACoRS Best Practice Framework for the Review of Licensing Policy Statements 








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





27








_1036568503.doc
[image: image1.png]Gateshead

Council







