APPENDIX 2

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Gateshead Council is the licensing authority for the borough for the purposes of the Licensing Act 2003.  The Licensing Act 2003 requires licensing authorities to prepare and publish a statement of its licensing policy every three years setting out the policy that the licensing authority will apply when making decisions about applications and authorisations for:

· The retail sale of alcohol

· The wholesale of alcohol to members of the public

· The supply of alcohol to members of registered clubs

· The provision of regulated entertainment

· The provision of hot food or hot drink between 11pm and 5am

The policy sets out a basis for the decision making process of the Licensing Committee for a three year period and applicants and current licence holders under the Act will be expected to have regard to the Policy. The current statutory three year period ends on 6 January 2011 and so a draft policy for 7 January 2011 to 6 January 2014 has been prepared. 

The draft policy has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the Act and guidance issued by the Department for Culture, Media & Sport.  The policy has been updated to include a number of amendments made to the Licensing Act in the last 12 months and updated guidance issued in March 2010. The policy contributes to the refreshed Vision 2030, the Council's Corporate Plan 2010-2013 and the Council's aims set out in the Gateshead Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy 2009-2011.

A summary of proposed changes is attached to the report. 

It is proposed to conduct a widespread public consultation on the draft policy over a twelve week period between July and October 2010.

The consultation will include all Members, all current licensees, Northumbria Police, the Local Safeguarding Children Board, and many other organisations and individuals with an interest in the regulation of licensable activities both in the borough and nationally.  

The report going to Cabinet on 20 July 2010 is to seek approval to undertake a public consultation on the draft revised Licensing Policy and to ask the Sustainable Communities - Place Advisory Group to consider the results of the consultation and give their comments to Cabinet on 30 November 2010 so that a final version of the Policy can be recommended to Council on 9 December 2010.

