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REPORT TO CABINET


 20 July 2010
TITLE OF REPORT:
Review of Access to the Environment – Final Report
REPORT OF:
David Bunce, Group Director, Community Based Services


   

Purpose of the Report 

1. This report outlines the findings and analysis of evidence presented to the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee in relation to the review on access to the environment. Cabinet is asked to note these findings and endorse the Committee’s recommendations.  



Background 

2. Cabinet agreed that the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee should review the contribution of the Council and its partners to improving access to the environment for amenity and informal activity in Gateshead.  
3. The review considered the following key issues:

· The opportunities provided by the physical environment to support increased physical activity and healthy lifestyles

· The current infrastructure in Gateshead and its ability to support people to use the facilities that are available

· What improvements could be made to increase access to and use of the environment for amenity and physical activity

· The role of the council and partners in engagement of residents to access the environment through the improvement and promotion of the local countryside and the natural environment

4. This report sets out the findings from this Committee, including a number of recommendations on how the Council can focus its own actions, and also work with partners, to improve practices around; understanding and promotion of green exercise; education and community engagement; and, addressing a range of barriers to accessing the environment.

5. These recommendations have been developed from evidence provided by officers of the Council, partner organisations including the Environment Agency and good practice examples in other local authorities.


Proposal 

6. Cabinet is asked to endorse the recommendations from the OSC as outlined within Appendix 2.  

Recommendations

7. It is recommended that Cabinet   endorses the recommendations, findings and analysis of evidence outlined in Appendix 2.


For the following reason:

To allow the Council to focus its own actions, and also work with partners, to improve access to the environment within Gateshead for amenity and informal activity.

CONTACT:   David Bunce ext 2350
PLAN REF:  3654










APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1.
Vision 2030, the Sustainable Community Strategy, sets out six Big Ideas to help us to achieve our vision for Gateshead.  Improving access to the physical environment will contribute to the delivery of Vision 2030 through four of the big ideas:  
· Active and Healthy Gateshead – by providing more opportunities for local people to make positive lifestyle choices to improve their health and lifestyle

· Sustainable Gateshead – by improving and protecting our local environment so that it meets local needs as a place to live and work

· Gateshead Volunteers – through positive encouragement of community and voluntary schemes to deliver local services

· City of Gateshead – by providing high quality and accessible open spaces for nature conservation and recreation across the whole of Gateshead

2. Research by Natural England supports the view that people who live closer to green spaces are more physically active and less likely to be overweight or obese, that wooded and green space can help in closing health gaps between rich and poor and that contact with nature is restorative and stress reducing.  

3. Local people highlighted the importance of these links during the consultation on the refresh of Vision 2030 where residents fed back that they wanted to see a focus on promoting healthy lifestyles, green exercise and access to facilities.  The Council is working in partnership with the Director of Public Health on promoting the relationship between physical activity and healthy lifestyles as a key priority within the Choosing Health agenda.


Background

4. Cabinet asked the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny to review the contribution of the Council and its partners to improving access to the environment for amenity and informal activity in Gateshead.  

5. The review considered the following key issues:

· The opportunities provided by the physical environment to support increased physical activity and healthy lifestyles

· The current infrastructure in Gateshead and its ability to support people to use the facilities that are available

· What improvements could be made to increase access to and use of the environment for amenity and physical activity

· The role of the council and partners in engagement of residents to access the environment through the improvement and promotion of the local countryside and the natural environment

6. This report sets out the findings of this Committee, including a number of recommendations on how the Council can focus its own actions, and also work with partners, to improve access to the environment.


Consultation

7. In carrying out this review the OSC gathered evidence from a range of sources including: officers of the Council, partner organisations including the Environment Agency and good practice examples in other local authorities.


Alternative Options

8. An alternative option would be for the recommendations not to be accepted, however the OSC believes that these recommendations present the best way forward for effectively improving access to the environment in Gateshead.  

Implications of Recommended Option 

9. Financial Implications - The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the actions arising out of the implementation of these recommendations will need to be managed from within existing resources and that any proposals that have additional financial implications will be considered in future Cabinet reports.
10. Risk Management Implication - If nothing is done then fewer local people will take advantage of the opportunities provided by the physical environment to support increased physical activity and healthy lifestyles.
11. Human Resources Implications   - There are no human resources implications arising directly from this report.
12. Equality and Diversity Implications - The recommendations will be developed to ensure that the actions arising from the implementation of the recommendations address the specific needs of diverse groups to ensure that services are able to meet these needs.  
13. Crime and Disorder Implications - There are no crime and disorder implications arising directly from this report.
14. Health Implications – the recommendations aim to improve access to the environment so that more local people take advantage of the opportunities provided by the natural environment to support increased physical activity and healthy lifestyles
15. Sustainability Implications - the proposals will contribute to improving and protecting the local environment within Gateshead so that it meets local needs as a place to live and work.
16. Human Rights Implications -  There are no human rights implications
17. Area and Ward Implications - The proposals potentially affect communities in all wards in Gateshead.
Background Information

18. Minutes of the Sustainable Communities Place OSC
a. 15 June 2009 - Scope

b. 14 September 2009 – Evidence gathering

c. 2 November 2009 – Evidence gathering
d. 14 December 2009 – Evidence gathering

e. 1 March 2010 – Interim findings

f. 19 April 2010 – Final report
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