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REPORT TO CABINET


 20th July 2010
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Gateshead Cultural Events Programme 2010/2011 & 

 proposal for Gateshead Council to support Gateshead 

 Football Club  
REPORT OF:

 Roger Kelly, Chief Executive





 David Bunce, Group Director Community Based Services  
Purpose of the Report 

1. This report outlines the Council’s annual programme of cultural events for 2010/2011.  It also recommends the Council’s financial contribution to the NewcastleGateshead Initiative (NGI) Culture 365 annual programme of world-class events for the same period and Gateshead Council’s support for Gateshead Football Club.   


Background 

2. Between 2002 and 2010 Gateshead Council became a stakeholder partner of the world-class events programme known as Culture 10.  Other stakeholders in the partnership included Newcastle City Council, Northern Rock Foundation, Arts Council England and One North East.

3. The partnership was set up as a direct consequence of NewcastleGateshead being unsuccessful in trying to obtain European Capital of Culture 2008 designation.

4. The Culture 10 programme came to an end on 31st March 2010.  A new annual programme of sporting and cultural events has been sustained via the Council’s partnership with NGI.  This programme, known as Culture 365, has been designed to promote a year long, 365 days of the year, cultural events offer in Newcastle and Gateshead to both residents and visitors alike.  Funding Partners for the new arrangement are Gateshead Council, Newcastle City Council, Northern Rock Foundation and Arts Council England.

5. The Culture 365 programme is underpinned by a Cultural Vision agreed by the Gateshead and Newcastle Partnership which sets out the direction and goals for the next 20 years.  The vision has five key aims.

· Engage the local population in culture

· Invite the world to NewcastleGateshead

· Make NewcastleGateshead the city of choice for artists to live, work, learn and produce work

· Establish NewcatleGateshead as a year-round cultural centre with a world class festivals and events programme based on iconic locations and the river

· Become a world leader in cultural education and learning

6. The cultural programme is the totality of cultural activity being delivered by all partners across NewcastleGateshead.  Intelligence on the information gathered to date has been categorised under the six agreed strands of the cultural vision:
· Neighbourhood and community festivals

· The year round programmes of cultural and sporting organisations

· The calendar of annual festivals and events

· Street and river animation – ‘spaces and places’

· One-off and time-limited events/commissions

· Key sporting and cultural milestones

7. A Cultural Advisory Board has been established to:

· Identify gaps and opportunities to bid for events
· Embrace the principle of doing fewer, bigger, better events and seek to position these alongside other local activity

· Potentially identify future heritage landmarks to celebrate

· Build on the strengths of events such as Juice, and examine winter or off-peak festival activities.

8. The Cultural Advisory Board will also look at opportunities for collaboration between cultural partners and encourage shared programming for collective NewcastleGateshead-wide events, building on the success of examples such as Juice and The Late Shows.  The Cultural Advisory Board will share good practice and work with NewcastleGateshead Initiative to deliver coherent marketing and PR and to assist the delivery of the cultural vision for NewcastleGateshead.
9. Gateshead Football Club – following two successful promotions in 2007/08 and again in 2008/09, Gateshead FC have within the 2009/10 football season competed in the Blue Square Premier League which is the last level in non-league football.
10. The management of the club have already agreed professional contracts with their manager and players for the start of the new season in August 2010.  The football club has the aspiration to regain football league status and has also recently submitted plans to build a new dedicated football stadium adjacent to the civic centre in Gateshead and the town centre.

11. In addition to the proposals to build a new football stadium, Gateshead FC has long term goals that share and support common values with both Gateshead Council and the Gateshead Strategic Partnership.  The football club supports the Council’s ambition to seek city status and has a very active youth football development programme which totally aligns with the Council’s current ‘Active and Healthy Gateshead’ theme in support of physical activity and healthy lifestyles.

12. Gateshead FC has also been very proactive to support the NewcastleGateshead Candidate Host City status for the ongoing England FIFA World Cup Football host bidding nation application for 2018/2022.  If England’s 2018/2022 bid subsequently proves to be successful, then World Cup football fixtures would be played at St James Park Newcastle but the Gateshead FC stadium would be used as a training facility for competing teams.

13. The Council has provided £50,000 of sponsorship funding for 2009/10 under delegated powers.

Proposal 

14. To provide £0.6m to support the NGI Culture 365 festivals and events programme for 2010/11, as set out in Appendix 2.

15. To continue to provide sponsorship funding of £50,000 to Gateshead Football Club for years 2010/11 and 2011/12.

  
Recommendations

16. It is recommended that Cabinet  
(i) Approve the allocation to support the 2010/11 Culture 365 programme of festivals and events.

(ii) Approve the allocation to support Gateshead FC in years 2010/11 and 2011/12.
(iii) Authorise the Group Director, Community Based Services following consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT to approve allocations to individual projects to support the programme.

For the following reason:
To support delivery of the Council’s corporate priorities in relation to supporting the Council’s and the Gateshead Strategic Partnership’s Big Ideas of ‘City of Gateshead’, ‘Gateshead Goes Global’ and ‘Active and Healthy Gateshead’.

 

CONTACT:    Geoff Haggon extension 6902 
PLAN REF:  3702




















APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1.   The proposals for a cultural events programme and support to Gateshead Football Club are consistent with Vision 2030, the Council’s Corporate Plan and the Sustainable Communities Strategies for Gateshead with particular support for ‘City of Gateshead’,’ Gateshead Goes Global’ and ‘Active and Healthy Gateshead’.


Background

2. The Council continues to deliver its own direct Cultural Events Programme within Gateshead.  Following the end of the Culture 10 programme, a new annual programme of joint sporting and cultural events, known as Culture 365, has been sustained via the Council’s partnership with NGI.

3.
The programme has been designed to promote and offer access to cultural events 
for both Gateshead and Newcastle residents 365 days of the year.

4.
Funding partners for this arrangement are the Council, Newcastle City Council, 
Northern Rock Foundation and Arts Council England.  

Consultation

5. The Cabinet Members for Safer, Stronger Communities and Culture have been consulted.

6.
The NGI Cultural Advisory Board has been consulted and it will continue to be 
involved to assist in the delivery of the cultural programme.  

Alternative Options

7. The alternative would be not to hold an events programme, not to contribute towards the NGI Culture 365 Programme and not to support Gateshead Football Club.

However, not to do so would adversely affect the Council’s ability to market itself to both locals and visitors.  

Implications of Recommended Option 

8. Financial Implications - The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that funding is available within the existing revenue budget to support the allocations set out in this report.
9. Risk Management Implication - Event risk assessments will be implemented as necessary.
10. Human Resources Implications   -  None
11. Equality and Diversity Implications - All events and activities will be publicised and will attempt to engage with a wide and diverse range of individuals and groups to ensure equal opportunities for all.
12. Crime and Disorder Implications – The programme of events throughout the year will help to engage young people in positive activities and is likely to reduce crime and disorder during that period. 

13. Health Implications – The events programme, including the opportunity to participate, will encourage children, young people, adults and older people to be physically active.
14. Sustainability Implications -  None
15. Human Rights Implications -  None 
16. Area and Ward Implications -  The actions associated with this report will apply to all wards
APPENDIX 2

Gateshead Council 

Cultural Events Programme
2010/11
	Event / Area of Expenditure
	Venue
	Date

	Late Shows
	Various
	14th – 21st May

	Evolution Concerts
	Newcastle Gateshead Quaysides
	30th & 31st May

	Eat Festival
	Various
	12th – 27th June

	UKA Super8 City Team Athletics Showcase
	tbc
	7th July

	AVIVA BGP with Diamond League
	Gateshead International Stadium
	10th July

	Gateshead Disability Athletics Challenge 
	Gateshead International Stadium
	11th July

	England Athletics 2010 National Championships
	Gateshead International Stadium
	17th & 18th July

	Summer Tyne (Americana)
	The Sage Gateshead & Performance Square
	22nd 25th July

	GB v Switzerland Women’s Artistic Gymnastics WAG)
	Gateshead Leisure Centre
	28th & 29th August

	UKSG Cultural Programme 2010
	Various
	2nd – 5th September

	Great North City Games
	Gateshead Quayside
	18th September

	Juice Festival
	Various
	31st October (tbc)

	European City of Sport related activities
	Various
	ongoing

	Enchanted Parks & Gateshead Traditional  Winter Festival Activities
	Saltwell Park, Baltic Square & Community Venues
	November / December 2010
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