
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

22 JUNE 2010
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Douglas, M Foy, M Gannon, M Graham, L Green, J McElroy and M McNestry 
Apologies for absence: Councillors C Donovan and P Mole
C34
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 8 June 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C35
LIGHTING CONTROL IMPROVEMENTS, HALLS 1 AND 2 AT THE SAGE 
GATESHEAD - TENDER

Consideration has been given to the actions of the Group Director, Development 
and Enterprise in seeking tenders for lighting control improvements for Halls 1 and 
2 at The Sage Gateshead and placing a preliminary order for design development.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the actions taken by the Group Director, 





Development and Enterprise in inviting tenders and 




placing a preliminary order for design development 




in accordance with paragraph 2.1(ii) of Contract 




Procedure Rules be endorsed.

(ii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to award the contract for the works to Black Light to a maximum sum of £295,000.
The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To ensure that the Council fulfils its obligations as 





landlord to ensure a fit for purpose lighting system 





exists within The Sage Gateshead.






(B)
It is the lowest compliant tender. 


(Councillors M Henry and J McElroy declared personal and prejudicial interests in 
the above matter because they are members of North Music Trust and Music 
Unlimited respectively.  Councillor Gannon took the chair whilst the matter was 
under consideration).

C36
UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN (UDP) – POLICIES TO BE SAVED BEYOND 
JULY 2010

Consideration has been given to the decision of Government Office North East on 
behalf of the Secretary of State, to approve the Council’s proposed list of UDP 
policies to be saved beyond July 2010 subject to a minor amendment to direct the 
Council to save one additional policy.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the 





additional saved UDP policy MWR23 on Waste Recycling 




Facilities as directed by Government Office North East. 

The above decision has been made to ensure compliance with Planning Policy 
Statement 10 ‘Planning for Sustainable 
waste Management’ and Article 7 of the 
Waste Framework Directive (2006/12/EC).
C37
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2009/10 – YEAR 
END OUTTURN 



Consideration has been given to the final capital payments made in 2009/10 


totalling £153.170m, assesses reasons for the variances from the third quarter 


review and details the proposed financing of the capital programme together with 

the impact of CIPFA’s Prudential Code on the capital programme and the 



monitoring of performance against the statutory Prudential Indicators.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the financing of the 2009/10 capital programme as 



set out in the report be noted. 




(ii)
That it be noted that the prudential indicator in relation to 



Housing Revenue Account (HRA) capital expenditure is 



higher than the reported indicator due to an acceleration 



of work, and the non-HRA ratio of financing costs to net 



revenue stream is higher than the reported indicator due 



to lower investment income and that none of the other 



approved Prudential Indicators set for 2009/10 have 




been breached. 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure the optimum use of the Council’s 




capital resources in 2009/10.





(B)
To ensure performance has remained within the 





approved Prudential Limits and explanations 






provided for any breached limits.
C38
REVENUE OUTTURN 2009/10

Consideration has been given to the Council’s revenue outturn position for the 
financial year 2009/10 and the final position on the General Reserve and proposed 
appropriations to Earmarked Reserves consistent with previous decisions and the 
principles set out in the Medium Term Financial Strategy.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the 2009/10 revenue outturn position of the Council 



be noted subject to audit.

(ii) That the appropriations to strategic reserves as set out in the report be approved.

The above decisions have been made to ensure a sustainable financial position for 
the Council.
C39
COUNCIL HOUSING: A REAL FUTURE - PROSPECTUS

Consideration has been given to the response to the above Communities and Local Government’s consultation on the proposed reform of the housing finance system.
RESOLVED - 
That the proposed response to the consultation as set out in 



the report be endorsed.

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response 
to the consultation.
 C40
CHILD POVERTY ACT GUIDANCE – RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to the proposed response to the Government’s 
consultation on Child Poverty Act guidance.

RESOLVED - 
That the proposed response to the consultation as set out in 



the report be endorsed.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response 
to the consultation.

C41
GRANTS AND AWARDS

Consideration has been given to the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory 
Group on whether or not to approve applications for grant support in 2010/11 and 
to budget options for rounds three and four of the Community Grant in 2010/11.

RESOLVED - 
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on 



the applications for grant support in 2010/11 as set out in 




appendix 2 to the report and the proposed budget option for 




rounds three and four of the Community Grant in 2010/11 as 



set out in Appendix 4 to the report be endorsed.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the grants and awards programme is used to maximise benefits to local communities and is managed effectively.

.
C42
CHANGES TO THE EARLY YEARS FREE ENTITLEMENT: ADMISSION 
NUMBERS FOR FREE NURSERY ENTITLEMENT

Consideration has been given to new procedures to be put in place to allow the 
Council to carry out its responsibilities to manage the provision of free nursery 
entitlement places.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the following protocol for providers of nursery 




education to amend their admission limits be approved:
· Current published admission limits for the maintained sector will be used as the baseline for decisions (see Appendix 3). 

· Ofsted registration numbers will be used to establish admission limits for the PVI sector.  These will determine the maximum number of children the local authority will fund at any one time.

· Any provider, including where requests have previously been made and decisions not yet made, will be required to submit an application by September 2010, in order to increase or decrease their admission limits for September 2011.

· In subsequent years applications will need to be made to vary limits by 30th June for the school year starting in September the following year.

· A panel will be set up to consider applications from providers to increase or decrease their admission limits.  The officer panel will be chaired by a nominated Cabinet member. 
·  The panel will consider applications in the summer term for changes to the admission limits for the following academic year.  This will align with current dates for publishing admissions information for parents/ carers.

· All providers within a 2 mile radius of any applicant will be given the opportunity to submit comments for consideration by the panel.

· Appeals against the decision will be made to the Group Director, Learning and Children.

(ii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services following consultation with the Leader of the Council, be authorised to nominate a Cabinet member to act as Chair of a new panel to consider requests to amend admission limits.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:
(A) 
The proposed protocol will allow the local 
authority to exercise its responsibilities and 
statutory duty to secure sufficient childcare in 
Gateshead.
(B) 
The introduction of a protocol, based on a panel 
decision, to deal with requests to change the 
admission limit will establish fairness and equity 
across the sector.

(C) 
The proposed protocol will make it easier for 
providers to plan to provide flexible places based 
on parental requirements.

C43
PROPOSALS FOR SCHOOL TERM DATES 2011/12

Consideration has been given to proposed school term dates for 2011/12.


RESOLVED
-
That the proposed school term dates for 2011/12 as set out in 


appendix 2 to the report be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To allow future planning to take place.






(B)
Make effective and efficient use of resources.

C44
PETITIONS SCHEDULE

Consideration has been given to the latest update on petitions submitted to the 
Council and the action taken on them.


RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be 




noted.



The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of the petitions received.
C45
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C46
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C47
SECONDARY REVIEW: WEST AREA PROPOSALS (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the proposed choice of site for the new secondary school in the West Area and the negotiation of terms for the acquisition of the site.  
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the selection of site 4 as the preferred site for the 




replacement school be approved.



(ii)       That the inclusion of this site in the statutory consultation 


in accordance with section 16 of the Education and 



Inspections Act 2006 be approved.




(iii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 


authorised to conclude negotiations for the acquisition of 


the site as required by the development programme, 



subject to further Cabinet approval.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council:





(A)
Fulfils its statutory duty to ensure a match 





between the predicted demand for school places 




and the number of schools and places 






maintained, and to ensure efficient use of 





resources and;





(B)
Is able to take advantage of the resources to be 




made available through the Building Schools for 




the Future Programme.


(Councillor I Rippeth declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the above matter because she is a Governor of Ryton Comprehensive School and withdrew from the meeting whilst the matter was under consideration).

C48
SALE OF SITE AND PREMISES – THE HERMITAGE, FRONT STREET WHICKHAM (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the freehold sale of The Hermitage, Front Street, 
Whickham.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the freehold disposal of The Hermitage under 




section 123 of the Local Government Act 1972 for the 




sum detailed in the report to the purchaser for the 




purpose of refurbishing the property and returning it to a 



residential use be approved.




(ii)
That the asset transfer proposal be rejected on the basis 



that the proposal is not sufficiently well researched and 



developed.

(iii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, following consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT be authorised to negotiate, if appropriate, a reduction in price up to the maximum detailed in the report following the results of a site investigation survey and the identification of any other justifiable non scheme specific abnormals.

(iv) That the Council entering into a contract with the developer to receive and distribute the financial support for the community garden be approved.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To realise a capital receipt.
(B) 
Effective use of an asset.

SALE OF LAND AT LESS THAN MARKET VALUE – DISPOSAL TO THE 
CYRENIANS, ESLINGTON PARK, TEAMS  

Item withdrawn
C49
GARAGES AT ASCOT CRESCENT (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the demolition of garages at Ascot Crescent, 
Teams which are surplus to requirements and which have become a local eyesore.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the three garages be declared surplus to 





requirements.




(ii)
That the demolition of the three garages at Ascot 




Crescent as identified on the attached plan be approved.





(iii)
That the serving of a notice to quit on the one known 




occupier and any others who may come forward be 




authorised.

The above decision has been made to enable the removal of a local eyesore.
C50
ACQUISITION OF THE FORMER MAGPIE PUBLIC HOUSE, BOXLAW, BEACON LOUGH (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the acquisition of the former Magpie Public House, Boxlaw, Beacon Lough and to the subsequent demolition of the building after acquisition, subject to any necessary planning permissions.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Head of Property and Design Services be 




authorised to purchase the former Magpie Public House 



using the power contained in section 120 of the Local 




Government Act 1972.





(ii)
That the Head of Property and Design Services be 




authorised to commission the demolition of the former 



Magpie Public House, subject to the provisions of the 




Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
The above decisions have been made to ensure the Council has control over the future of the site.
C51
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given new lettings and a lease renewal.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following new lettings be approved on the terms 




and conditions set out in the report:
· Units 7 & 8 Sands Industrial Estate, Swalwell – Home Insulations NE Limited

· Land to the rear of Beaconsfield Terrace, Birtley




(ii)
That the lease renewal of Site 5 Albany Road East 




Gateshead Industrial Estate to Goodall Bates and Todd 



Limited be approved on the terms and conditions set out 



in the report.
Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available online and in the minute file.  Please note access restrictions apply for exempt business as defined by the Access to Information Act.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.) 

Publication date: 24 June 2010 




Chair…………………..
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