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REPORT TO CABINET


22 June 2010
TITLE OF REPORT:
Proposals for School Term Dates 2011/12  
REPORT OF:

Margaret Whellans, Group Director, Learning and Children  

Purpose of the Report 

1. The report asks Cabinet to approve the School Term Dates for 2011/12.  



Background 

2. In order to allow schools, parents and other stakeholders to plan into the future, it is necessary to agree school term dates a significant period in advance.  

Proposal

3. It is proposed that the calendar for 2011/12, attached as Appendix 2 to this report, be approved.  

Recommendations

4. It is recommended that   Cabinet agrees the School Term Dates for 2011/12 as set out in appendix 2.


For the following reasons:
(i)
To allow future planning to take place.

(ii)
Make effective and efficient use of LA resources.

CONTACT:  Helen Moore  extension: 2753
PLAN REF: 903










APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1.   The proposal supports the vision for Gateshead as set out in Vision 2030 and the Council’s Corporate Plan. In particular it supports the Corporate Priority for Empowering Children and Young People and also the vision set out in the Children and Young People’s Plan for Gateshead. 


Background

2. Each year the Local Government Association (LGA) Standing Committee on the School Year circulate a proposed School Term Calendar with a view to encouraging local authorities towards a degree of standardisation of dates.  This is based on the following principles:

· Start the school year on a September date as near as possible to 1 September.

· Equalise teaching and learning blocks (roughly 2x7 and 4x6 weeks).

· Establish a two-week spring break in early April irrespective of the incidence of the Easter Bank Holiday.  (Where the break does not coincide with the Bank Holiday the date should be, as far as practicable, nationally agreed and as consistent as possible across all local authorities.)

· Allow for the possibility of a summer holiday of at least six weeks for those schools which want this length of break.

· Identify and agree annually designated periods of holiday, including the summer holiday, where Head Teachers are recommended not to arrange teacher days.  
3.
Consultation has included North East and Yorkshire authorities with approximately 25 local authorities represented. This group of authorities have developed the “NE&Y term date group” which seeks to try to agree a common calendar across the region. The work completed with this group assists with the development of a common framework of dates. The NE&Y term date group follow the LGA principals above and a significant number of LAs have adopted the proposed and favoured dates contained in appendix 2 for the 2011/12 calendar.

4.
The option submitted for consultation is attached in appendix 2 and is based on a match with all neighbouring LAs and is a near match to the LGA model.  All neighbouring LAs are presenting this option for consultation and one LA has already agreed this option.
5.
The bank holiday that is normally at the end of May 2012 has been moved to the first week of June 2012 to add to one additional day, a public holiday, provided at the start of June so that the public can join in the celebrations for HRH Queen  Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee.  Schools re-open on 11 June 2012, reducing the potential for the number of split weeks.  This means that for the 2011/12 year pupils will be taught for 189 school term days not 190 and that teaching staff will be required for 194 equivalent days and not 195 equivalent days as is normally the case.  

6.
The proposal fixes the spring bank holiday in line with a national strategy. It roughly equalises teaching and learning blocks (2x7wks, and 4x6 wks) and it establishes a two-week spring break in early April. It allows three Continuing Professional Development (CPD) days in term time requiring 2 training days to be completed as twilight sessions with a further occasional day to be taken late in the summer term. Feed back from consultation indicates 9 out of 17 respondents would prefer a later Christmas break .This would however conflict with the proposals and decisions of our neighbouring LAs. It is important to achieve, as near as possible, a match with neighbouring LAs. Parents resident in Gateshead and who work in other LAs or have children in other LA schools or vice versa can make better arrangements for their childcare and give regard to a wide range of personal and domestic requirements. Conflicting dates also work against the effective and efficient use of resources between LAs when collaborating on joint events or on the delivery of truancy sweeps.   
Consultation

7.
Consultation has taken place with other local authorities in the region, Gateshead Head Teachers, Teachers’ JCC membership, Unison, GMB and other representatives, the Diocesan Bodies, North East and Yorkshire term date group and the Cabinet Members for Children and Young People. 

A summary of responses raised through consultation is attached as Appendix 3.

It is recommended that Appendix 2 be adopted as the term dates for the 2011/12 academic year

Alternative Options

8.
In theory there are many options that can facilitate arriving at a school term calendar which allocates 189 teaching days and 5 continued professional development days.  Normally it is not viewed helpful to develop what could result in a broad range of choices, as it is contrary to the principle of trying to achieve a degree of regional and national alignment. 
Implications of Recommended Option 
9.
Financial Implications – 
The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that there are no financial implications arising from this report.
10.
Risk Management Implication -

None.

11.
Human Resources Implications -

Advance notice of school term dates enables parents and other stakeholders to consider a broad range of domestic and personal arrangements.
12.
Equality and Diversity Implications –

Every effort is made in setting dates to take account of holiday requirements created and a result of faith.
13.
Crime and Disorder Implications -


Evidence does show the potential for an increase in youth crime and disorder and antisocial behaviour during periods when young people are not in school.  The Council seeks to address this ‘risk’ by collaborating with partners to offer activity programmes during common holiday periods.
14.
Health Implications


None 
15.
Sustainability Implications –

None.
16.
Human Rights Implications –

The proposal affects Article 8, the right to respect for private and family life and Article 1 of the First Protocol, entitlement to peaceful enjoyment of one’s possessions.  However, if these proposals do contravene Human Rights the interference is justified in that, the proposals will result in long-term benefits to the wider community.

17.
Area and Ward Implications-

All.
18.
Background Information-
The Education (School Day and School Year) (England) regulations 1999(SI 1999 No 3181)

Appendix 3
Comment from Consultation

	Comment


	
	From

	1. Strongly support the need to introduce nationally applied term dates.
	
	Cabinet Members for Learning and Children and Sub Portfolio Holders.



	2  Agree with proposed dates.
	
	North East and Yorkshire Term date group

	3 Appendix 2 received approval from  members of teaching JCC due to its compatibility with our neighbouring LA proposals all of which follow the model in appendix 2. A preference for a further option was mooted to allow a later Christmas break with schools returning on 9 January 2012. However it was recognised that this was likely to be at conflict with arrangements already made by neighbouring LA’s and JCC colleagues indicated that a better match with other LA’s should take priority over the determination of a different  calendar that departs from that of our neighbours. The low level of response for the 2011/12 year reflects that experienced by other LA’s. 
	
	Teachers’ JCC.

Unison and GMB representatives


	4         Proposed dates agreed with main       findings of the LGA proposals. 
	
	Local Government Association.

	5         A broad consensus with Diocesan bodies has been reached that acknowledges the proposed term dates and holidays as reasonable given the confines of the calendar.
	
	Diocesan bodies

	6        A broad consensus with neighbouring LA’s has been reached that acknowledges the proposed term dates and holidays as reasonable given the confines of the calendar for the year. Gateshead’s recommended proposal in appendix 2 has received approval from all of our 5 LA neighbours 
	
	Neighbouring LEAs.




� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





11








	
	1 of 5
	



_1036568503.doc
[image: image1.png]Gateshead

Council







