
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

25 MAY 2010
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)

Councillors: C Donovan, A Douglas, M Foy, M Gannon, M Graham, 

L Green, J McElroy, M McNestry and P Mole
C1
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 20 April 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C2
PRIMARY REVIEW – WHICKHAM AREA AND R.C SCHOOLS

Consideration has been given to the outcome of the informal consultation process 
for the review of primary schools in the Whickham area and small Roman Catholic 
primary schools across the borough.  Representations were received from St John 
the Baptist RC, Marley Hill, Sacred Heart RC and Washingwell Primary Schools.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the proposal to close St John the Baptist RC 



Primary School, Felling, with effect from 31 August 



2011, be approved subject to consultation.

(ii)
That the proposal to close Sacred Heart RC Primary 



School, Byermoor, with effect from 31 August 2011, 



be approved subject to consultation.

(iii)
That the proposal to amalgamate St Joseph’s RC Infant 


and Junior Schools, Birtley, to form a single RC primary 


school from the earliest possible date, be approved 



subject to consultation.

(iv)
That the proposal to close Marley Hill Community 



Primary School with effect from 31 August 2011, be 



approved subject to consultation.

(v)
That statutory consultations be undertaken on the above 


proposals, commencing at the earliest possible date, in 


accordance with section 16 of the Education and 



Inspections Act (2006).

(vi)
That further informal consultations be undertaken on 



options for change in the Whickham area, once the 



outcome of the statutory consultations above is known.

(vii)
That a review be undertaken of the small schools 



funding arrangements.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To meet the Council’s statutory duty to promote 




high educational standards and ensure that all 





Gateshead primary schools are able to deliver the 




best education possible.

(B) 
To meet the Council’s statutory duty to ensure 
sufficient school places, to provide efficient 
education and make effective use of resources.

C3
THE FUTURE OF CHANDLESS ESTATE

Consideration has been given to the decommissioning of residential and 
commercial properties on the Chandless estate.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the demolition of the Chandless estate (Abbot 




Court, Monk Court, St Mary’s Court, Lancet Court, 




Lychgate Court, Minster Court, Trinity Court, Cloister 




Court and Cathedral Court) be approved.

(ii) That all Council tenants living in the Chandless estate (Abbot Ct, Monk Court, St Mary’s Court, Lancet Court, Lychgate Court, Minster Court, Trinity Court, Cloister Court and Cathedral Court) receive priority for re-housing in line with a phasing plan to be developed reflecting the rehousing preferences of tenants. 

(iii) That, where appropriate, Council homes managed by The Gateshead Housing Company (TGHC) be advertised with preference to tenants from this scheme.
(iv) That eligible tenants and owner occupiers displaced, be entitled to apply to the Council for statutory Home Loss and Disturbance Payments from the date that this report is approved.

(v) That void properties be taken out of debit and demolished when appropriate.
(vi) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to enter into negotiations to acquire leasehold interests as listed in appendix 1 to the report.
(vii) That the acquisition of property interests as listed in appendix 1 be by agreement using the provisions of s.120 Local Government Act 1972 and the acquisition of estates and interests and the compensation paid for them should be on the basis as if there were a confirmed Compulsory Purchase Order in place in order to ensure consistency with other acquisitions in these circumstances.
(viii) That relocation equity loans be made available to owner occupiers who wish to relocate within the Gateshead Borough in accordance with the Council’s Private Sector Housing Renewal, Financial Assistance Policy and be administered through the arrangements set up for the Housing Market Renewal Programme, now superseded by the North East Home Loans Partnership Agreement.

(ix) That a further report for be submitted for approval, at a later date, setting out the master plan for the wider area including this site to allow for the comprehensive development including a mixed tenure housing scheme.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To create a safer, stronger community.

(B) To improve health and reduce inequalities

(C) To formally record that the Council is proceeding under section 120 of the Local Government Act 1972 in its acquisition of properties.

(D) To ensure that the acquisition and compensation 



paid for the area is dealt with consistently. 

C4
TENDERS, SCHEMES AND ESTIMATES

(1)
Whickham School and Sports College Post 16 Block: Insurance 

Replacement; Approval of Scheme and Placing of Order at 


Financial Close   

Consideration has been given to:

 
(a)
actions necessary to enter into an Early Works 
Agreement with inspired 

spaces in order for the overall programme of works to 
be maintained and 

to ensure early works were completed during the Easter school holidays 

and to proceed to Financial Close and contract signature in accordance 

with Contract Procedure Rule 2.1(ii) and;
(b) the proposed scheme and estimated project cost of £2.6m.
.


RESOLVED -
(i) 
That it was necessary to enter into an Early Works 




Agreement with inspired spaces (the total sum of 




which was capped at £600k and which is included in 




the overall scheme and estimated project cost of 




£2.6m), in order for the programme to be maintained 




and to ensure works were completed during the 




Easter school holidays be noted.  
(ii)
That the actions taken by the Group Director, 





Development and Enterprise following consultation with 



the Strategic Directors, Finance and ICT and Legal and 



Corporate Services to proceed to 
Financial Close and 



contract signature in relation to the Post 16 Block at 




Whickham School and Sports College in accordance 




with Contract Procedure Rule 2.1(ii), for the reasons 




stated below be endorsed.




(iii)
That the proposed scheme and estimated project cost of 



£2.6m be endorsed.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To replace the building lost through fire in 
order to deliver effective post 16 provision.

(B) 
To enable the Council to enter into a Design 
and Build contract to deliver the project with 
inspiredspaces, the Local Education 
Partnership and ensure opening for 
commencement of the January 2011 term 
and compliance with the BSF Wave 7 site 
master plan. 

(C) 
To support the priorities identified in the BSF 
Readiness to Deliver statement which will see 
the redevelopment of the entire site.

(2)
Oakwell Park Caravan Site Improvement: Scheme & Estimate   

Consideration has been given to the scheme and estimate for the Oakwell Park 
Caravan Site Improvement works.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed scheme and estimated project cost of 




£512,549 be approved.


(ii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to invite tenders in accordance with Contract Procedure Rules.       



The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To enable expenditure of external HCA funding in 




accordance with the terms of the offer. 


(B) 
To provide extra facilities to meet the needs of the 
Gypsy and Traveller community.


(C) 
To support the priorities identified in Vision 2030 
relating to Sustainable Gateshead. 
(D) 
To support the delivery of the North East 
Regional Housing Strategy.
C5
GATESHEAD COUNCIL AND NORTHUMBRIA UNIVERSITY – STRATEGIC 

PARTNERSHIP ARRANGEMENTS AND MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 


Consideration has been given to strategic partnership arrangements, including a 
memorandum of understanding, draft work programme and improvement targets, 
which have been developed between the Council and Northumbria University.

RESOLVED - 
That the strategic partnership arrangements, detailed in the 




memorandum of understanding, work programme 





and improvement targets set out in appendices 2 and 3 to the 



report be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure delivery of Vision 2030 and the 
Corporate Plan.

C6
FUTURE ROLE OF THE IN-HOUSE DOMICILIARY CARE SERVICE

Consideration has been given to a three month consultation period on options for 
the future delivery of domiciliary care services with service users, staff, trade 
unions and other stakeholders and as part of the consultation process to agree to 
seek the views of the Healthier Communities Advisory Group.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That a three month consultation period with service 




users, staff, trade unions and other stakeholders on the 



following options for the future delivery of domiciliary 




care services be approved:
Option One – Continue as we are

Option Two - Cease to be an in-house provider

Option Three – More effectively target services in order to achieve financial savings and deliver value for money





(ii)
That as part of the consultation process the views of the 




Healthier Communities Advisory Group be sought on the 




best option for the future provision of the in-house 





Domiciliary Care Service 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To enable the in-house domiciliary care service to 





be clear about its future role in the market place 





aligned to the Adult Care Commissioning Strategy 





and the transformation of adult care services.

(B) 
To maximise the expertise, quality and skills of 
the current staff.
(C) 
To recognise the need to remain a significant 
provider to drive up market quality.
(D) 
To recognise the need to effectively target 
services to minimise levels of long term 
dependency and support those in the greatest 
need.
(E) 
To recognise the need to respond to the current 
financial pressures.
(F)  
To recognise the current service gaps in the 
independent and third sector market.

(Councillor Henry declared a personal interest in the above matter because his mother is a recipient of adult social care services).
C7
UNANNOUNCED INSPECTION OF CONTRACT, REFERRAL AND ASSESSMENT ARRANGEMENTS WITHIN CHILDREN’S SERVICES

Consideration has been given to the outcome of the recent unannounced inspection of contact, referral and assessment arrangements within local authority children’s services and to the proposal implement any changes necessary in relation to the areas of development outlined in the report.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Head of Children and Families and 





Young Offenders be authorised to take forward 




action relating to the areas for development.





(ii)
That the report be referred to the Children and Young 





People OSC for consideration.  


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure that appropriate and timely action is 





taken to address the areas for development noted 




in the unannounced inspection 

(B) 
To help sustain the good performance outlined in 
the inspection.

C8
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS

Consideration has been given to the appointment of local authority school 
governors to the governing bodies of schools where vacancies have arisen.

RESOLVED -
That the appointment of the following local authority 





school governors to schools where there are vacancies 




for a period of four years from the date indicated be 





approved.
	School

Lord Lawson
	Appointment

Cllr N Weatherley 
	Date from

03.07.10

	Brandling
	Cllr D Napier
	25.05.10

	Falla Park
	Cllr P McNally
	06.06.10

	Swalwell
	Ms M Heron
	06.06.10

	Thomas Hepburn
	Cllr P McNally
	05.06.10

	Bill Quay
	Mr T Harbron
	05.06.10



The above decision has been made for the following reason:


 To ensure vacancies on Governing Bodies are filled.

C9
GATESHEAD INTERNATIONAL STADIUM DEVELOPMENT BRIEF

Consideration has been given to the revised Development Brief for Gateshead 
International Stadium (GIS) following the public consultation exercise, the 
procurement 
of a developer for the GIS site and to the appointment of external 
advisors. 

RESOLVED
-
(i) 
That the revised Development Brief be approved. 

(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 




authorised to procure a developer in accordance with 





Corporate Procurement Policies.





(iii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 





Services be authorised to appoint suitable specialist 





advisors in regard to commercial, financial and legal 





issues.

The above decisions have been made for the following reason:

To achieve the best possible redevelopment of the GIS site that meets the Council’s aspirations for the creation of a stadium ‘Sports Village’.

C10
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE REVENUE BACK LANES PROGRAMME 2010/11


Consideration has been given to the proposed programme of back lane highway 
maintenance schemes in 2010/11.    

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed programme of back lane 





refurbishment works for 2010/11 be approved.

(ii)
That the Head of Transport and Highways be authorised 



to award the relevant works to the Head of Construction 



Services (Local Environmental Services) under the 




terms of the Highways, Drainage & Street Lighting 




Maintenance Contract, and the balance to the annual 




surfacing and cold planing contractor.


The above decision has been made for the following reason:

To continue to address the backlog of deterioration of back lanes throughout the borough.

C11
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as set 




out in appendices 1 to 3 to the report be endorsed.
· Planning Policy Statement, Planning for a Low Carbon Future in a Changing Climate – Communities and Local Government (CLG)
· Planning Policy Statement: Planning for a Natural and Healthy Environment – CLG 
· Allowing Local Authorities to Sell Electricity –  



Department for Energy and Climate Change

The above decision has been made for the following reason:


To enable the Council to respond to consultations.
C12
PETITIONS SCHEDULE

Consideration has been given to the latest update on petitions submitted to the 
Council and the action taken on them.


RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be 




noted.



The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of the petitions received.
C13
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C14
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.


REVIEW OF HOUSING OPTIONS TEAM

Item deferred


REVIEW OF GATESHEAD CIVIL REGISTRATION SERVICE


Item deferred

C15
DISPOSAL OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE AT BEWICK ROAD, BENSHAM – CONSIDERATION OF OBJECTION (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to an objection received to the previous decision of Cabinet to dispose of public open space at Bewick Road.


RESOLVED - 
That having considered the objection received and officers’ 



response to the points raised, the original decision to dispose 


of public open space at Bewick Road as set out in the report be 


confirmed.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To manage resources.

(B) To secure an equivalent replacement area for public open space.

(C) To support the long term provision of an essential place of worship for a valued section of the community.
C16
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the disposal of land at Alexandra Road.

RESOLVED - 
That the disposal of land at Alexandra Road, Bensham to Ohel 


Rivka Nursery on the terms and conditions outlined in the 



report be approved.
The above decision has been made for the following reason:
(A) To manage resources.





(B)
To rationalise the Council’s land holdings.

C17
LEASEHOLD DISPOSAL OF LAND AND BUILDINGS IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE TRINITY SQUARE DEVELOPMENT IN GATESHEAD (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the leasehold disposal of land and buildings in 
connection with the Trinity Square development.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That giving Tesco an option to extend its existing lease 




to a maximum of 250 years from the commencement 





date of the existing lease namely the 22nd March 1973 




on terms to be agreed at the time the option is 






exercised be approved and details of the terms will be 




subject to a further report when the option is 






exercised.

(ii) That the option will only take effect if the Council exercise its option to purchase Tesco’s leasehold interest in Trinity Square and its freehold interest in 212/218 High Street and the property at Nelson Street at the then market value.                          

(iii) That the Chief Executive be authorised, subject to consultation with the Leader of the Council, to negotiate and agree any additional terms to facilitate the development.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To enable the redevelopment of the existing 






Trinity Square and Tesco store and car park and 





thus further the regeneration proposals for the 






town centre. 

(B) To help implement the Fit for a City, the Gateshead Centre Regeneration Delivery Strategy (2008), and the adopted Town Centre Planning Strategy (2007).


(The above item was added to the agenda with the permission of the Chair and was 
subject to the Special Urgency procedure for key decisions because of the short 
notice period for its consideration).

Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available online and in the minute file.  Please note access restrictions apply for exempt business as defined by the Access to Information Act.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.) 

Publication date: 26 May 2010 




Chair…………………..
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