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Introduction

On 22nd September 2009, Cabinet agreed to carry out informal non-statutory consultation on options for the review of the primary schools in the Whickham and Inner West area and the roman catholic sector.  In both cases, the main issues are surplus capacity and very small primary schools. 
The aim of the consultation was to gather the views with a wide range of stakeholders to inform the Council’s Cabinet decision on next steps, in the light of public opinion.

The proposed options for change were developed by applying the Core Principles to the schools within this review. The key principle used is that for school planning purposes, the minimum size of any primary school should be 1 form of entry (1 FE), that is 30 pupils per year group, resulting in a total number on roll (NOR) of 210 (excluding any nursery places). The principle of amalgamating separate infant and junior schools is also used, in accordance with Council policy.

Using these principles, the following very small schools within the review cannot continue to operate at their current size, being significantly below 1 FE :

Marley Hill



St John’s RC, Felling

Swalwell



St Wilfrid’s RC, Old Fold

Washingwell



St Joseph’s RC Infant, Birtley

Sacred Heart RC, Byermoor*

St Joseph’s RC Junior, Birtley

For geographical coherence Sacred Heart RC, Byermoor is including within the Whickham and West area review.

This report highlights the key findings from the consultation process, reporting on the results of the survey as well as comments made at the different consultation meetings and documents submitted by a range of stakeholders.

Methodology

The consultation process included the following elements: -

Questionnaire

Two consultation documents, one for the Whickham and Inner West area and one for the Roman Catholic sector, were designed to explore and seek comments on the options as follows: -

	Whickham and Inner West


	· Consider two or three of the following schools for closure - Marley Hill Primary, Sacred Heart RC Primary and Washingwell Primary

· Consider reducing the capacity of Front Street Primary from two form entry to one form of entry and the location of any new build.



	Roman Catholic Schools
	· Consider the closure of either of the following schools - St. John the Baptist RC Primary and St. Wilfrids RC Primary


The document also included a paper questionnaire for return to a FREEPOST address at Gateshead Council.  Questionnaires were sent out, through the school network, to the parents, staff and governors at the schools listed and the parents of all the schools not shortlisted in the remaining primary schools in the Whickham and Swalwell area.  
Further questionnaires were also distributed to union representatives, ward councillors, diocesan representatives, Durham Local Authority, admission forum, inner west and east area forum. 

The documentation was also available on the council’s website, so as to give members of the wider public options, and a variety of ways to respond.  The material on the website was identical to that in the consultation document to ensure that online results could be fed into the broader analysis of responses.  

Consultation Meetings

24 individual consultation meetings were held in the schools for the parents, students, staff and governors of the following schools
	· St. John the Baptist RC Primary School

	· Washingwell Primary

	· St. Wilfrids RC Primary School

	· Sacred Heart RC Primary

	· Marley Hill Primary

	· Front Street Primary


Two further consultation meetings were held at Whickham School.
A time, date and location of the meetings are attached.

Letters and Emails

We received 694 letters and emails commenting on the review and the options.  

Of the 683 letters we received relating to the Whickham and Inner West area, 556 were the same circular letter in support of Sacred Heart RC Primary.  Key issues have been therefore extracted from this letter and included in the feedback.  Where the same letter has been sent from an individual to several recipients at the Council the letter has been counted as one letter.  For example 1 letter from 503 individuals = 503 count, 1 letter from 1 individual to 30 recipients = 1 count.

Other

We also received the following documents which have been used as part of the consultation process: -

St. John the Baptist RC Primary: -

· Consultation response from Governing Body of St. John the Baptist RC Primary.

· Consultation response from staff at St. John the Baptist RC Primary

· Response from the pupils of St. John the Baptist RC School.

· Petition from St. John the Baptist RC Primary

· Consultation response from Parents Association at St. John the Baptist RC Primary

St. Wilfrids RC Primary: -

· Consultation response from Governing Body of St. Wilfrids RC Primary.
· Consultation response from the Parishes of Saint Joseph and Saint Wilfrid

· Letter from Felling Community Association

Sacred Heart RC Primary: -

· Consultation response from Governing Body of Sacred Heart RC Primary

· Consultation response from staff of Sacred Heart RC Primary.

· Response from the pupils of Sacred Heart RC Primary

· Parents questionnaire and responses from Sacred Heart RC Primary School.

Front Street Primary: -

· Consultation response from Governing Body of Front Street Primary

· Consultation response from staff of Front Street Primary.

· Response from pupils at Front Street Primary

· Petition from Front Street Primary

Washingwell Primary: -

· Consultation response from Governing Body of Washingwell Primary

· Consultation response from staff of Washingwell Primary

· Petition from Washingwell Primary

Marley Hill Primary: -

· Response from the pupils of Marley Hill Primary School

· Petition from Marley Hill Primary School

· Parents questionnaire and responses from Friends of Marley Hill Primary

Swalwell Primary: -

· Consultation response from Governing Body of Swalwell Primary

Other: -

· Consultation responses from the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Education Service.

· Consultation response from St. Patricks Catholic Church

· Consultation response from MP from Blaydon
· Feedback from MP for Blaydon surgery.

· Letter from MP for North West Durham

· Response from Cabinet Member, Durham County Council

· Responses from individual Durham ward councillors

· Consultation responses from individual Gateshead ward councillors.

· Consultation response from Corporate Director of Children and Young People’s Services, Durham County Council.

Consultation Returns 

Whickham and Inner West

Overall, 341 respondents returned a survey response for Whickham and Inner West.
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Roman Catholic Sector
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Overall, 137 respondents returned a survey response for the Roman Catholic Schools.
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Whickham and Inner West Consultation

Respondents were asked for comments on the options listed within the consultation document.  The following is a summary of the key issues based on correspondence to council from the official response forms. Key comments received via correspondence to council officers, elected members, ward councillors and the local MP are also included.  These summaries condense all the arguments received from all respondents.

Schools to be retained and why
Respondents were asked which of the schools highlighted should be retained and why?
Sacred Heart RC Primary

· There is no other Roman Catholic School within a 2 mile radius and the closure of the school would deny choice of accessible faith based education.

· Closing the school would deny choice and diversity in the area.

· There is not enough capacity at other catholic schools in the area.

· The school is popular and successful and there is not a significant surplus place issue.

· Faith schools make a valuable contribution to the way in which the country discharges its duty under Article 2 of protocol 1 of the European convention of Human Rights to respect the right of parents to ensure education and teaching in conformity with their religious and philosophical convictions.

· The school serves several small suburban communities whose children may find it difficult to travel further afield by bus or car.

· It is a parish school which covers a large area – over 2 counties.

· Sacred Heart is difficult to access in severe weather, travel to and from further schools would be impossible.

· It operates a successful walking bus scheme which is popular with pupils and has reduced number of parents using cars.  

· School offers baby and toddler group.

· The school has excellent results.

· There is an over subscribed pre-school group.

· The school is financially viable. 

· Sacred Heart is the heart of the community. The closure of the school will be a major blow to the local parish and community.  The church may not last long if the school closes.
· There would be an unreasonably long bus journey to another roman catholic school.

· The carbon footprint would increase if children have to travel 2 miles to school.

· Closure of the school would prevent local children being able to walk safely to school, particularly in inclement weather.

· Non- catholic families should have the opportunity to have their children taught with the ethos of a catholic school.

· There are positive ethos that links home, school, church and community.

· The school has provided education from the site for 126 years for the people of Byermoor, Burnopfield, Marley Hill, Sunniside and further afield.

· There has been recent substantial investment to upgrade the building and its facilities including an ICT suite, further classrooms & outdoor play equipment.

· The school provides play areas for the local community. 
· It has raised thousands of pounds and has a thriving “Friends of the School” support group.

· The school has adopted Swedish methods into Foundation years.

· The unrivalled countryside location provides opportunities for learning outside the classroom environment.

· There is room at Byermoor for expansion to bring Marley Hill school into Byermoor.

· St Thomas More will be effected as Sacred Heart RC is a feeder school.

· There is no bullying in Sacred Heart due to the positive role models.

· Sacred Heart must stay open to cater for the Burnopfield area.

· Children get more attention at a smaller school.  Sacred Heart is in a unique position in that it provides a specialist RC education in small class sizes to 105 pupils. 

· Pupils leave, well rounded with high achievement.

· The improvements in the building and the teaching in the past 12 months have been substantial.

· This school is in a unique position being attached to the church.

· Sacred Heart has a unique family feel where children grow and learn feeling safe and loved.

· The consultation document is flawed and discriminatory as Swalwell Primary School has been removed.

· The Council will not make money on the sale of the land as it belongs to the Diocese.

· Sacred Heart has old fashioned values and the children seem very content.

· The parents and teaching staff from Sacred Heart work tirelessly to raise funds to give pupils that little bit extra.

Washingwell Primary

· Relocate children from Marley Hill to Washingwell.

· There is a popular and successful nursery which is integrated into an excellent Foundation stage.

· There is an ‘outstanding’ preschool which has helped the transition from pre-school to nursery school.

· Washingwell has an unrivalled setting surrounded by green fields and woodland.

· There are excellent outdoor learning opportunities relating to the site which help the Government’s initiative for Healthy Schools.  
· There is a forest area where a successful ‘Forest School’ takes place. There are vegetable, nature and flower gardens looked after by the children.

· The library opens out onto the field with fantastic views across farmland and woods and reflects a sense of peace and tranquillity throughout the school.

· The children take part in SEAL sessions which are built into the curriculum to teach the child social and emotional aspects of learning and in turn help the school nurture well-rounded members of the community

· There is plenty of scope to further develop the opportunities afforded by the site.

· School has achieved Healthy School award.

· There are excellent indoor and outdoor facilities.

· It is a safe school.

· Teachers are extremely friendly and approachable.

· Closing Washingwell would segregate a massive part of Whickham.

· Washingwell site could not be developed for anything other than a school – there is a value for money argument against closure.

· The majority of the children live locally.

· Standard of education is excellent.

· The school suffers from a poor perception in the area, but this is not a true reflection of the school.

· The school is like a family led by Mr Morton, who knows every child by name and takes part in all activities in and out of school.

· The small class sizes ensure every child reaches their full potential.

· Front Street, Swalwell and Washingwell should all be retained due to pupil numbers and population.

· Washingwell should be retained as it delivers on a number of levels: It provides a nurturing, friendly and inclusive environment, it achieved a good OfSTED report.

· Washingwell is environmentally friendly as far as its location is concerned. 

· Washingwell does not require any updating as far as the building is concerned.

· Washingwell is a better site as it is green belt compared to Front Street which is a very exposed site.

· Washingwell has an increasing roll.

· Washingwell is important for the community.
· There will be excessive unnecessary travelling is the school closed.

· Closing Washingwell would put too much pressure on Cloverhill and Whickham Parochial. 

· There is not enough capacity in the surrounding schools to accommodate 3 school closures.
Front Street

· Good Ofsted and popular school.

· Should be retained as 2 form entry. Only school which is economically viable in the Whickham area.  Value for money must be a consideration.
· Front street School has more pupils than the other Whickham schools.
· Whilst Front street may have a reduced intake for this September, it is not as reduced as the other schools.

· There is a wide ranging curriculum and an Out of school club.

· Front Street pupils benefit so much more from being part of large year groups. Socially they are at an advantage as they developed relationships with many more children than other schools.

· Pupils cope better with transition due to the larger year group.

· Two classes per year group mean that pupils are placed in classes for literacy and numeracy to ensure effective differentiation to meet the learning needs of the individuals.

· Front Street is deep rooted in the community and families have sent their children there for over 100 years.

· If Front Street is closed parents may end up with children at separate schools.

· There is a good working ethos and children gain good grades and are well prepared for secondary school due to the good links with Whickham Comp.

· There is excellent leadership and teaching.

· Beneficial for the individual development of twins in separate classes working to their own ability without comparison.

· The staff at Front Street are like family members.

Marley Hill

· Good Ofsted and popular school.

· Should be retained to serve isolated community.

· Facility for children with autism is integrated successfully within the school.

· Retain but relocate – the Byermoor / Marley Hill / Sunniside corridor needs a school to serve the community.

· 6 of the other schools are in Whickham what about our local community?

· Marley Hill should not be closed due to implication of travelling time for young children.

· Marley Hill serves a diverse community, unlike other schools which are  geographically close.

· Closing Marley Hill would be detrimental to the community and have a negative impact on community cohesion and business in the area.

· If children are not able to walk to school there would be implications to their health and becoming independent prior to the move to secondary school.

· It would lead to further traffic congestion in Whickham. 

· Marley Hill has a strong ethos of inclusion and successfully enables children with recognised behavioural and learning difficulties to integrate into mainstream school.

· This area has affordable housing for young families.

· We would be failing children with SEN if Marley Hill was closed.

· Marley Hill is an extended family for the pupils.

· Marley Hill is difficult to access in severe weather, travel to and from further schools would be impossible.

Swalwell Primary

· Swalwell Primary has its own identity at the heart of a strong community and is an important part of the strong community cohesion.

· It’s the most caring and friendly school.

· There is a growing community in the Swalwell catchment area.

· Kids love this school.

· Further to the removal of the post offices, there are very little services left in Swalwell.  

· Teachers are all hands-on and know all the children and families personally.

· The new Head Teacher has made significant difference.

· Numbers on roll are increasing year on year.

· There are active Children’s Centre services operating from the school.

· There are adult learning courses.

· There are safe routes to and from the school

· Most children walk to school and 95% come from catchment area.

· It has an excellent breakfast club well used and heavily subsidised by the school ensuring all the children can have a breakfast.

· Ofsted report for English, Maths and Science 86% - above national standards.  

· School shows a consistent level of improvement in all areas.

· Excellent facilities in a safe and pleasant part of Swalwell away from any main roads.

· No one wants our children.

· Swalwell is an independent village.  Swalwell is not Whickham.  Swalwell needs its own school.

· Grandparents will be unable to take children to school if Swalwell did not exist.

· Excellent sports facilities away from main vehicular routes.

· School has won many awards including healthy schools award.

· If Swalwell residents sent their children to Swalwell instead of Whickham there would be a better distribution of numbers.

· Swalwell provides all round non-discrimination education to all children in complete confidence with full inclusion.

· Swalwell does great work with the residents to improve the area.
Possible Schools for Closure

The respondents were asked which should be proposed for closure and why?

· Marley Hill and Sacred Heart-both schools are unfit for purpose and don’t have kitchens. The Washingwell cook has to provide meals for Marley Hill and Sacred Heart. 

· Many children at Sacred Heart are from the Durham Authority so it has an impact on Gateshead funding. 

· Marley Hill has about 100 pupils from a similar demographic as Washingwell and are familiar with Washingwell. These children could be absorbed into Washingwell.

· I understand that many children at Sacred Heart are non-catholic and therefore could be taken up by Washingwell/Front Street/Fellside/Clover Hill.

· Need only 1 Whickham School as they have 5 more to choose from.

· The parking at Front Street is none existent and the traffic congestion is signficant.

· Washingwell Primary because there are four other schools in the Whickham area.

· Do not reduce Front Street to accommodate the falling roles in other schools such as Marley Hill and Byermoor Sacred Heart.
· Swalwell, as there are plenty of other schools close to the Swalwell catchment.

· There is no room to expand at Marley Hill and it has poor results.
· Marley Hill children could go to Sacred Heart where there is room to expand.

· Not enough information to respond. No understandable reports about the performance and history of other schools involved or the opportunity to meet or discuss with the parents/teachers of the other affected schools.

· Schools which take children predominantly from other Authorities should be closed. 

· If Marley Hill closed, parents would transfer their children to Washingwell.

· It is more difficult to provide a quality education to all pupils when there are two or three separate age groups within one classroom, as in the smaller schools.
· 2 form entry schools are more economical to run.

· Sacred Heart as St Mary’s could take all the catholic children and Marley Hill due to proximity to Washingwell and Clover Hill.

· An amalgamation of schools could offer an alternative.

· Washingwell and Sacred Heart as children could be relocated without much disruption due to locality of other schools.

· Washingwell struggles on numbers.

· Sacred Heart and Washingwell as there would be less disruption due to the location of other schools.

· Close Washingwell and Marley Hill and rebuild Front Street in Sunniside.

· Front Street, Washingwell and Marley Hill as they are tired old schools.

· Marley Hill still has prefabs which have been there for 30 years.

· Swalwell, Sacred Heart and Washingwell because the number of pupils are falling, demand is not high, overall grades are falling and mixed age classes.

· Swalwell under-subscribed and close alternatives.

· Any school with less than half its capacity should be considered for closure.

· Marley Hill as it is a difficult location to get to.

· Sacred Heart as it does not serve only children from the catholic faith.

· Washingwell and Sacred Heart as they don’t have mainstream support bases.

· Don’t close small schools. OfSTED stated that children perform better at small schools.

· Swalwell to close as it is easier to move 99 pupils from Swalwell to Front Street and than to move 174 pupil from Front Street if it were reduced in size.

· Front Street to close and sell the land for the benefit of the people of Whickham.

· Marley Hill to close as parking is dangerous.

· Swalwell to close as it is in an area of deprivation.

· Need to have schools central to population mass.  

· Don’t close any schools.

Catchment Areas

Respondents were asked how should catchment areas be re-aligned following any closures.  

· Marley Hill could be incorporated into Washingwell’s catchment.

· Close Swalwell, enlarge Fellside catchment.  Front Street to fill up with Swalwell pupils.

· Swalwell should remain Swalwell and Front Street should remain Front Street  as they presently have approx 198 children in their catchment which would be enough to fill a one-form entry school. 

· Sunniside needs a school.

· Children from Marley Hill/Washingwell could be brought up to Sacred Heart. To increase Sacred Heart up to the 210 number.

· Parents should have the right to choose any school they think suitable for their children.  There should be no catchment areas.
· There needs to be a school along the Burnopfield to Newcastle Road.

· Sacred Heart is used mainly by Hobson, Crookgate and Burnopfield. Many Burnopfield children also attend Cloverhill. Parents need freedom of choice.

· Sacred Heart is a parish school and not confined within the Gateshead boundary line, as such it will always attract pupils from both Authorities. 
· Marley Hill to be incorporated into Sunniside’s catchment area.

· Pupils who live at Fellside park should be attached to the Fellside primary catchment, which would reduce the number of pupils at Front street. 
· Pupils who live at Sunniside, Marley Hill could go to Clover Hill. 
· Pupils who reside in central Whickham could go to the Parochial. 
· Pupils who live in Whickham East to Washingwell.

· If schools closes then those parents should have the choice as to where to send their children and not be forced to the nearest available school with spaces.

· Pupils from Front Street to be relocated to Swalwell and around Whickham when pupils from Dunston and Lobley Hill also attend their own local school.

· The current Marley Hill /Sunniside catchment go to a new school in Sunniside and Clover Hill school realigned to take Whickham children only.

· Front Street as one form entry moving Swalwell catchment children back to Swalwell.

· The autistic unit could transfer to Washingwell.

· Close Swalwell and add catchment area to Front Street.
· Make Sacred Heart Durham Authority’s responsibility.

· It would be impossible to re-align the catchment area of Sacred Heart the other Catholic schools are over-subscribed and too far away.

· Sacred Heart boundary is based around the parish not catchments.
· Marley Hill’s catchment should include all of Sunniside, Marley Hill, Streetgate and Byermoor. It should not share a catchment with Cloverhill.

· Allow for siblings to be taken into consideration if the catchment areas change radically. 
· Priority should be given to Gateshead children not County Durham.

· Catchments should be re-aligned as miles counted from home to school and not differing authorities.

· Current catchments for remaining schools should be extended but not reduced.

· Change Cloverhill catchment area for Whickham children only. Sunniside children should go to Sunniside school.

· The current catchment criteria in Whickham is a lottery as to whether the younger siblings will go to the same school as the older sibling.

· By postcodes.

· For Swalwell – all of the Council estate.

· The catchment areas should be determined not by area but divided equally by the number of houses.

· Whole streets should be in the same catchment area not just part of a street.

· St Mary’s would have to re-align to cover Sacred Heart.

· School catchment areas should ensure that all children from aged four and a half upwards are within walking distance of school.

· Increase Front Street’s catchment area beyond the Front Street- a large part of which includes shops and businesses to more residential areas past the police station.

Front Street Primary

Respondents were asked should Front Street Primary be reduced to 210 capacity, and where is the best location for a new build.

· The school is in a terrible position with dreadful facilities and no “green” area.

· The children have to cross the road to eat lunch in a prefab and walk up the hill to use Whickham School’s playing fields.

· A new build with a 210 capacity would sit better in the area earmarked for the rebuild and each child would have more individual space which would allow for better outdoor opportunities.

· Build the school in Sunniside.

· Traffic pollution and the suggested situation for rebuild will be a huge problem in the Front Street area coupled with the congestion of potentially 400 families taking their children to school in that small space.

· Rebuilding Front Street as a one-form entry school would redistribute children back into other schools and maintain a sensible level of student occupation in the other Whickham area schools.

· Large schools lose the connection between the children. 

· Expand a school further out of central Whickham due to traffic issues on Whickham Front Street and easier access for parents who do not live in central Whickham. 

· Front Street should be reduced as there are other schools that parents could send their children to in Whickham.

· No should not be reduced- is”value for money” - at the moment. Has a good reputation. Excellent SEN provision. Parents very happy. New build on land adjacent to nursery. 
· The school is 100 years old and needs a new build. 

· Do not risk the loss of half the exceptional staff.

· Front Street is in an awful location, the Children’s yard is next to a very busy road. 

· Rebuild or extend Washingwell.

· The new building should be built on the school field adjacent to the prefab site and also on the prefab site itself to stay in a close proximity to Front Street to remain an important part of the community.

· Splitting Front Street in half would cause many disruptions.

· Front Street should not be reduced in size as it is currently at 92% capacity and reducing it would displace many children.

· How would pupil numbers in Whickham be managed if Front Street was reduced in number and all other schools in Whickham stayed the same size.

· New site would need flat/suitable play area.

· The capital money would be better invested in maintaining smaller schools which are already established.

· Front Street should reduce in size and places used to back fill the other schools under threat and the catchments changed to suit.
· Rebuild central to Whickham. 
· Two tier system works.

· Rebuild on the site of one of the closed schools.

· Front Street should not be reduced as large schools are less likely to be targeted for further closures.

· Reduce the size and the rest of the catchment can go to Swalwell.

· A new school on Marley Hill site or behind the craft shop at Marley Hill.

· Behind the Gibside Arms on the current grass field.

· Front Street should remain as a 2-form entry as it would be harder to relocate half the children and staff as how would you decide who to relocate and who should stay.

· Any new build school should be done prior to closing any school. 

· Predictions of falling pupil numbers cover a much shorter time span than the lifespan of a rebuilt Front Street. A reduction in capacity at Front street together with the closures proposed may well cause a shortage of places in the medium to long term.

· A reduction to 210 pupils could cause difficulties for families who already have a child at the school. 

· A reduction in number would have a knock on negative economic effect with fewer parents visiting central Whickham shops.

· Front Street should be rebuilt as a one-form entry and the remaining children filtered back to their original catchment schools.

· New build between Marley Hill and Sunniside. Spread children out between Swalwell and Marley Hill. Create new school called Sunniside Front Street serving Marley Hill.

Alternative Options

Respondents were asked are there other options that the Council should consider.

· Amalgamate Marley Hill and Sacred Heart to retain one viable school in that area.
· Amalgamate Front street and Swalwell and rebuild a combined “Front street@swalwell” school between the 2 areas.
· Amalgamate Front Street and Washingwell and build 2 form entry on Washingwell site
· Washingwell could be made 2 storey which would double the size of it and maintain the fabulous surroundings for the benefit of the children.
· Children from Byermoor/Sunniside and Marley Hill should be provided with a local school.
· The Council should consider the cost of transportation and how the parents are going to manage financially when the change of schools does occur.
· Why fix something that isn’t broken ie Front street excellent school, why halve it?
· It is not cost effective to keep schools open who struggle with their numbers.
· Leave Sacred Heart as it is. It has worked fine for 124 years.
· There is talk of massive new housing estates being built on the fields between Byermoor and Marley Hill. There are 3 good schools that could be used, Burnopfield, Marley Hill and Sacred Heart.

· Large schools like Front Street are more economical to run than smaller schools.

· Leave all the schools as they are.

· The impact on local communities should be considered before any decisions are made.

· Look at efficiencies within the existing schools before considering closure.

· Good education is not about the building!

· If Front Street was to close children would have to be transported to out of school clubs (this used to be the case years ago).This would increase the carbon footprint and cause enormous disruption to the pupils. Jobs would be lost in the community as all the staff from the out of school club live locally.

· Washingwell site could be used for much needed Council housing.

· Reception intake at Front Street should start now as one form entry thus not impacting on the existing pupils and easing them into the new system. 

· New build for Sunniside/Marley Hill. Possible federation for this community.

· Marley Hill should be rebuilt with a new school which would serve the surrounding community. 
· You should consider the preferences of a significant number of parents in Swalwell catchment who do not want their children to go to Swalwell primary. 
· The Council need to consider that many grandparents take their child to school and many of them can’t drive.

· Trust schools should be considered. 

· Schools that are leading the way in education should be considered to share their good practice.

· Please do not rule out children who fall out of the catchment area and at least have some capacity for these children and apply certain criteria if necessary. Parental choice should still be a priority.

· Refurbish Sacred Heart to include capacity to include children from Marley Hill.

· A qualitative review of the view of parents to establish why they choose to send their children to school which are not in their designated areas is needed.

· The pupils’ happiness and welfare should be put above monetary issues.

· Source additional funding for education to retain small schools.

· A soft federation between schools for staffing and resources.

· Careful consideration should be given to the knock on effect of closing Whickham schools on those children outside of Whickham. 

· Change the boundary so Sacred Heart is back in Durham.

· The Council should consider mentioning diversity in its consultation document.

· I think the school admissions system should be changed back so children with siblings are given a higher priority.

· Consider amalgamation of schools rather than closure.
· When schools do close. Teachers should go to the new school with pupils to reduce the impact.

· Consider keeping one of either Marley Hill or Washingwell open and provide 420 places at Front Street. 
· The council should consider giving greater weighting to the factors affecting the impact of children’s education in the short term and the impact of future finance available for the maintenance of the schools and running costs in the longer term when making their recommendations. 
· Consider how difficult it will be to teach children or families with additional nurturing needs (not special needs) when they are scattered in many schools.

· All schools should be kept open but all schools should be single form entry.

Roman Catholic Schools 
Respondents were asked for comments on the options listed within the consultation document.  The following is a summary of the key issues based on correspondence to council from the official response forms. Key comments received via correspondence to council officers, elected members, ward councillors and the local MP are also included.  These summaries condense all the arguments received from all respondents.

School to be retained

Respondents were asked which of either St. John the Baptist RC Primary or St. Wilfrid’s RC Primary should be retained and why.

St. Wilfrids

· The school has only been open for 6 years.
· All the money that has been spent on building St Wilfrids would be wasted.
· It has great SEN facilities.
· It has the highest level of deprivation and therefore has the community with the greatest need – the same argument has been used to retain Swalwell Primary.
· The school is always full, no surplus places.
· A small school is needed to support local children.
· It is within walking distance for most children who attend and is in a good area.
· It has a Nursery
· The class sizes are small, which benefits the children.
· If it closed there would be more pollution from parents having to drive their children to schools further away.
· Siblings and friends would be split up and children would have to settle into a new school.
· St Wilfrids needs less maintenance than St Johns.
· There is space for more pupils.
· St Wilfrids will need less money spent on it than St Johns.
· The children would be scared of going to a new school.
· It has an outstanding level of teaching and keeps an excellent relationship with parents.
· The school provides stability to children that have problems at home and would not be able to travel to another school.

· The school was built as part of the vision to regenerate the area.

· There is no other catholic school in the area.

· It’s a feeder school for Cardinal Hume.

· The school is the centre of a community in an area of high deprivation, where it is essential to maintain and further develop links to the several generations of families that the school has served.
St. Johns
· Centrally located in catchment area and well supplied by public transport and local amenities.

· Closure will have a negative effect on the local economy.

· The school building is more durable and could accommodate the pupils from St Wilfrids without extending.

· The school is well situated and encourages walking to school.

· The school has a very distinctive ethos and has a very important place in the community and the history of Felling.

· The standard of education has always been good and could reach outstanding under the direction of the acting Head Teacher.

· It is a far better school in education, location, Ofsted reports, attendance and size and has a lot of potential.

· It is attached to St Patricks church and would have a big impact on the catholic community in the area if it closed.

· Small classes have a positive effect on children’s education.

· Catholic families will be driven away from a catholic education and lose their freedom of choice.

· It has fantastic playing fields and grounds.

· The school is situated in a safe location, away from the main roads.

· The pupils are very well behaved and there is no bullying.

· Pupils and staff are happy and have made lasting friendships.

· The school could accommodate a Nursery.

· Clarification needed as to why St Johns and St Wilfrids were chosen.  

· St Johns has a new boiler and double glazed windows.

· Visible improvements made since the change in Head Teacher.

Alternative Options

Respondents were asked are there other options that the Council/Diocese should consider? 

· Put review on hold until the outcome of the wider Diocesan review is known, as it takes into account the longer term sustainability of the whole sector instead of just 2 individual schools.

· Create a nursery at St Johns.

· Improve the facilities at St Johns.

· The school field could be used by local sports teams and connections could be made with local sports associations.  The children could then have training sessions with professional sportsmen.

· Extra classrooms could be used for academic subjects in which parents and grandparents could benefit from, as well as the children.

· Keep a catholic school in the Felling area and combine the two schools.

· Review the church numbers for the St Wilfrids Diocese, as the numbers are declining.

· Close St Wilfrids and put major investment into St Johns, adding a Nursery, SEN facilites and new playground areas etc.

· Put a sign on St Johns school building to make it clear to passers by that it is a school.

· The classrooms at St Johns could be let for community use. 

· The Council and Diocese should consider the impact that closing either of these schools will have on the children, instead of closing one of them just to save money.

· Merge the two schools into St Johns.

· Ask the children for their views?

· Federate the two schools.

· Make St Augustines a 1 form entry school to encourage parents to look elsewhere.

· Amalgamate Falla Park and St Johns on St Johns site.

· Amalgamate Brandling and St Johns on St Johns site.

· An ARM should be considered at St Johns, which may increase pupil numbers.

· Cut finances in another area.

· Sell off some land at St Johns to cut down on running costs.

· Re-site after school provision currently at Thomas Hepburn, at St Johns.

· Put on a scholar bus from St Wilfrids location to St Johns.

· Transfer all staff from St Wilfrids to St Johns.

· Amalgamate St Augustines and St Johns.

· Give St Wilfrids special status as SEN or a traveller unit.

· Extend St Wilfrids to a one form entry.

· Invest money in bringing the schools up to the 210 size.

· Keep St Wilfrids open and close St Johns and send pupils from St Johns to St Wilfrids.

· Spend money on schools instead of traffic lights and repairing roads.

Where the Consultation Sessions were held

People could attend ANY of the following meetings to suit their availability.  These public meetings were for parents, staff and governors of any primary school plus any other resident with an interest in education:

	Venue
	Date
	Time

	St. John the Baptist RC Primary School
	10th November 2009
	6.30 p.m.

	Washingwell Primary
	11th November 2009
	6.30 p.m.

	St. Wilfrids RC Primary School
	16th November 2009
	9.00 a.m.

	Sacred Heart RC Primary
	17th November 2009 
	6.30 p.m.

	Marley Hill Primary
	19th November 2009
	6.30 p.m.

	Whickham Comprehensive School
	23rd November 2009
	3.00 p.m.

	Whickham Comprehensive School
	24th November 2009 
	6.00 p.m.

	Front Street Primary
	26th November 2009
	6.30 p.m.


The following meetings were restricted to staff and governors of the affected schools ONLY: -

	Venue
	Date
	Staff Meeting
	Governors Meeting

	St. John the Baptist RC Primary School
	10th November 2009
	3.30 p.m.
	5.00 p.m.

	Washingwell Primary
	11th November 2009
	3.30 p.m.
	5.00 p.m.

	St. Wilfrids RC Primary School
	16th November 2009
	3.30 p.m.
	2.00 p.m.

	Sacred Heart RC Primary
	17th November 2009 
	3.30 p.m.
	5.00 p.m.

	Marley Hill Primary
	19th November 2009
	3.30 p.m.
	5.00 p.m.

	Front Street Primary
	26th November 2009
	3.30 p.m.
	5.00 p.m.
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