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CITIZEN FOCUS COMMITTEE – 



26 APRIL 2010
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) – MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To inform the Committee of the receipt of the ICVA membership subscription request for 2010/11. 

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The Authority was originally a member of the previous National 

Association for Lay Visiting from 1992 to 1999 when, because of concerns, the Authority withdrew from the organisation (minute 43 – 1999/00)

2.2 In December 2001, the Authority agreed to rejoin ICVA, at a cost of £750 per annum, to be reviewed annually (minute 198 – 2001/02).

3. ICVA MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 2010/11
3.1
The ICVA membership subscription for 2010/11 is again £750. This has now remained at the same level since 1996 and the Association has stated that it will continue to strive to give value for money to its membership for their subscription. This has only been possible because of the continuing support from the Home Office in 2010/11.
4. ICVA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

4.1
The Authority is represented on the ICVA Executive Committee by Mr P Thompson, the Chair of Durham Police Authority and Association of Police Authorities custody portfolio holder, as the area representative for Cleveland, Durham and Northumbria (minute 69 – 2008/09).
4.2
Mr Thompson was recently re-appointed as Vice Chair of the ICVA Executive Committee.
4.3
Representatives from the Home Office and Association of Police Authorities have also been co-opted onto the Executive Committee.

5.
ICVA TWELVE MONTH BUSINESS PLAN
5.1
Key objectives within the business plan include:-
· To establish working relationships between its partners in the delivery

of national preventative mechanisms

· To finalise and disseminate revised codes of practice with advice and guidance for Authorities
· To increase local and national communication networks

· Promoting a respect and dignity agenda through custody visiting

· Cultural awareness and diversity programme adaptation and extension on migrants and other vulnerable detainees

· To review arrangements and protocols for detainees held under TACT

· Bespoke training programme and materials for Lead Members of  Authorities

· Delivery of national modular training programmes
· To establish and strengthen working protocols between organisations it works with in the criminal justice system

· To work with HMIP/HMIC joint inspectorate on outcomes from visits or inspections with custody visiting implications and review in light of respect and dignity agenda

6.
ICVA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
6.1
The ICVA 2010 national conference is to be held on Saturday, 13 November 2010 at the Bury Theatre of the Royal Armouries, Leeds.

6.2
The independent custody visitors will be asked if they would be interested in attending the conference. The Authority’s allocated places at the conference will then be agreed based on appropriate panel representation and attendance at previous conferences.

7. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

7.1
There are no equal opportunities implications.

8.
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

The functions of the Independent Custody Visiting Scheme do have human rights implications. In checking the treatment of and conditions for detainees in Police Stations, Custody Visitors are protecting prisoners’ human rights, particularly Article 5, the right to liberty and security of persons.

9.
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

9.1
There are no additional risk management implications arising directly from this report although the independent custody visiting scheme supports the objective to ensure that the public continue to have confidence in the Authority and the force.

10.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

10.1
The Treasurer confirms that this expenditure can be met from within the 2010/11 revenue budget.

11. RECOMMENDATIONS

11.1
The Committee is requested to:-

(i) Note the report.

(ii) Agree that the Authority continue as a member of ICVA in 

2010/11 and that the position continue to be reviewed on an annual basis

	
	
	



