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REPORT TO CABINET


 20 April 2010
TITLE OF REPORT:
Adult Social Care Fees and Charges 2010/11  
REPORT OF:

David Bunce, Group Director Community Based Services





Derek Coates, Strategic Director Finance and ICT  

Purpose of the Report 

1. To clarify the proposed increases in Fees and Charges for Adult Social Care for 2010/11 and report back on representations received as a result of the consultation process undertaken.  



Background 

2. The Annual Fees and Charges report was approved by Cabinet on 22 February 2010.  Further increases in the form of savings and budget proposals were covered in the Council’s budget report considered at the same Cabinet meeting.  This agreed a savings target of £100,000 in respect of Adult Social Care fees and charges but did not specify exactly which individual charges would be increased to achieve this.    
3. The charging of clients depends on the amount of income people have available to them under the Fairer Charging Guidance and is based on the ability to pay after a financial assessment has been undertaken.  A maximum weekly charge is also applied to clients.

4. Consultation has been undertaken in line with the 2010/11 budget and savings proposals to generate additional income and move towards full cost recovery. This will bring fee levels in line with the cost of purchasing the service and neighbouring local authorities.
5. The proposed increases are detailed in Appendix 2.

6. A summary of consultation results are also outlined in Appendix 3.


Proposal

7. As a result of representations made it is proposed to defer the proposed increases for these charges until 3rd May 2010.  A full review of all fees and charges is currently underway as part of the Fit For Future work stream on trading services. The review will be underpinned by an agreed set of principles as part of the development of a Fees and Charges Policy.

Recommendations

8. Cabinet is requested to recommend Council to   approve the detailed Adult Social Care fees and charges as set out in Appendix 2 and that these be implemented with effect from 3rd May 2010.

For the following reason:

To ensure that Adult Social Care Fees and Charges are set at the correct level.
CONTACT:    Kristina Boardman – Extension 3625
PLAN REF:  281










APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1.     The proposals in this report are consistent with the Council’s vision and medium term objectives as set out in Vision 2030 and the Corporate Plan, in particular Ensuring a Sustainable Gateshead by ensuring best use of resources to deliver value for money services and long-term financial sustainability.

Background

2. The Annual Fees and Charges report was approved by Cabinet on 22 February 2010.  Further increases in the form of savings and budget proposals were covered in the Council’s budget report considered at the same Cabinet meeting.  This agreed a savings target of £100,000 in respect of Adult Social Care fees and charges but did not specify exactly which individual charges would be increased to achieve this.  
3. The charging of clients depends on the amount of income people have available to them under the Fairer Charging Guidance and is based on the ability to pay after a financial assessment has been undertaken.  A maximum weekly charge is also applied to clients.

4. It is proposed to increase charges in the following areas, over and above the level of inflation in order to achieve the saving and move towards full cost recovery: -

· Home Care

· Day Care

· Transport

· Maximum weekly charge

The revised schedule of fees and charges for Adult Social Care is attached at Appendix 2.  

Consultation

5. The Council’s budget proposals have been subject to consultation with all Councillors, Trades Unions, Chamber of Commerce and local residents.  The Cabinet Member for Corporate Vitality and Sustainable Communities has been consulted.  

6.
Specific consultation has also been carried out with service users as detailed in Appendix 3.


Alternative Options

6. There are no alternative options proposed   
Implications of Recommended Option 

8.
Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the financial implications are detailed in the attached appendices and included in the Adult Social Care service budget.
9. Risk Management Implication - The risks associated with the impact on demand for services have been assessed when considering increases in fees and charges.
10. Human Resources Implications   -  - Nil
11. Equality and Diversity Implications - These are reflected in the proposed fees and charges, which also consider the individual’s ability to pay.
12. Crime and Disorder Implications -  Nil
13. Health Implications -  Nil
14. Sustainability Implications -  Nil
15. Human Rights Implications -  Nil
16. Area and Ward Implications -  Nil
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