Appendix 3
Tyne and Wear Integrated Transport Authority – draft vision – proposed response

Policy Context

1.
  The proposed response supports the vision for Gateshead as set out in the Sustainable Community Strategy Vision 2030 and the Council’s Corporate Plan.  It also supports the UDP, Local Agenda 21 and the Tyne and Wear Local Transport Plan (LTP).

Background

2.
As part of its expanded role and responsibilities the Tyne and Wear Integrated Transport Authority is seeking to develop a vision to replace that adopted by the previous Passenger Transport Authority (PTA). When finalised this will underpin the ITA’s approach to transport policy and provide the overall vision for the next Local Transport Plan (LTP). 

3.
The draft vision and accompanying objectives have been formulated within the context of prevailing national, regional and local policy. It seeks to define a clear role for transport which complements rather than duplicates that found kin related policy documents. 


Draft vision and objectives
4.
The draft vision is:

“Tyne and Wear will have a truly integrated and sustainable transport network, allowing everyone the opportunity to achieve their full potential and have a high quality of life.  Our strategic networks will operate efficiently and sustainably, and our modern and accessible public transport system will link people to employment, services, friends and family”.

5.
The following specific objectives are proposed to accompany the draft vision:
· To support the economic development, regeneration and competitiveness of Tyne and Wear, by improving network efficiency, reliability and integration across all modes.

· To reduce carbon emissions produced by local transport networks, and to promote low carbon travel choices.

· To create a healthier and safer Tyne and Wear, through the promotion of healthy travel choices and ensuring a safe and secure transport network. 

· To provide everyone with the opportunity to achieve their full potential and access a wide range of employment, facilities and services.

· To protect, preserve and enhance our natural and built environments, and improve the quality of life for people in Tyne and Wear.

Comment
5.
In general the development an overall vision for the ITA is to be welcomed. This will help provide the overall direction for transport policy within Tyne and Wear and the next Local Transport Plan in particular.
6.
The proposals are consistent with the six ‘big ideas’ of Vision 2030 and the emphasis on establishing:
· Global connections through transport and ICT;

· The provision of integrated and affordable transport options across Gateshead for work and leisure and to support regeneration.

7.
They are similarly consistent with the transport priorities identified in the Gateshead Agreement to:

· Address road congestion that will otherwise threaten regeneration and long term economic vitality.

· Improve access to key facilities and locations by public transport, walking and cycling and address the gap between urban & rural areas.

8.
A suggested response to the consultation is attached as Annex A. This gives general support to the proposed Vision, and highlights some minor suggested changes to the supporting objectives.  
Consultation

9.
There has been no external consultation. The Cabinet Members for Economy, Housing and Transport have been consulted on the proposed response.


Alternative Options

10.
Not responding to the draft vision would limit the Council’s ability to input into its development.

Implications of the Recommended Options:

11.
Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms there are no financial implications associated with this report. 

12.
Risk Management Implications – Nil.

13.
Equality and Diversity Implications – the vision promotes the development of a transport network which will allow everyone the opportunity to achieve their potential, and this is reinforced in the relevant objective.
14.
Crime and disorder implications – the vision’s associated objectives include a commitment to creating a secure transport network.

15.
Sustainability Implications – achieving sustainability is highlighted in the vision and reinforced in the relevant objectives.
16.
Human Rights Implications – Nil.
17.
Human Resources Implications – Nil.

18.
Health Implications – the promotion of healthier travel choices is central to one of the vision’s supporting objectives 


19.
Area and Ward Implications – Nil.

20.
Background Information – Discussion Paper:  Developing a vision for transport in Tyne and Wear
Annex A
Tyne and Wear Integrated Transport Authority – draft Vision

Suggested response

The development an overall vision for the ITA is to be welcomed. This will help provide the overall direction for transport policy within Tyne and Wear and the next Local Transport Plan in particular. The proposals are consistent with the ‘big ideas’ of Vision 2030 are similarly supportive of the transport priorities identified in the Gateshead Agreement.
There is one additional matter which should be considered for inclusion in the objectives. This relates to the need for transport systems to promote and support sustainable land use patterns. Given the inevitable limits on resources the priority should be in improving access to sustainable locations which are accessible to all and where the use of forms of transport other than the car can be maximised. 

It is also suggested that minor wording changes are made to two of the objectives as follows: 

· To reduce carbon emissions produced by local transport networks, support the low carbon economy and to promote low carbon travel choices;

· To create a healthier and safer Tyne and Wear, through the promotion of healthy travel choices and ensuring a safe, accessible and secure transport network.

