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REPORT TO CABINET


 20 April 2010
TITLE OF REPORT:
Review of Measures to Tackle Alcohol Misuse
   
REPORT OF:

David Bunce, Group Director, Community Based Services

   

Purpose of the Report 

1. This report sets out the findings of the Healthier Communities Overview and 


Scrutiny Committee (OSC) on its Review of Measures to Tackle Alcohol Misuse in 
Gateshead. Cabinet is asked to note these findings and endorse the Committee’s 
recommendations.   



Background 

2. On 31 March 2009, the Healthier Communities OSC agreed, as part of its annual work programme, to scrutinise measures to tackle alcohol misuse in Gateshead. Both the Director of Public Health Report for Gateshead and the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment, which looks at the health and well being of Gateshead  residents, identified tackling alcohol misuse as a priority issue for Gateshead. 
3. The Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s review of Health Inequalities which was carried out in 2007-08 also identified tackling alcohol misuse as a local priority. Through Vision 2030 and these priorities the Council, working with partners, aims to tackle alcohol misuse and improve the health and well-being of local people.  

Proposal 

4. The review has focused on:  
· assessing the current Alcohol Harm Reduction strategy in relation to national and regional best practice

· ensuring the strategy is being taken forward at a senior level through all agencies

· identifying ways we can strengthen the impact of the strategy through local service development

· Identifying and promoting best practice and value for money in effective interventions.

5. As a result, the review has identified key areas for improvement centred on

the four themed areas of the Gateshead Agreement.  These include:

· Safer, Stronger, Communities and Culture

· Children and Young People

· Healthier Communities and Adult Wellbeing

· Economy, Skills, Housing and Transport.

This report sets out the findings of the Committee, including the key recommendations for service improvement under the four themed areas and asks that these priorities be endorsed.

Proposal

6. Cabinet is asked to endorse the recommendations from the OSC as outlined within 


Appendix 2.


Recommendations

7. It is recommended that Cabinet:  
(i) Notes the information and analysis of evidence and findings on 

tackling alcohol misuse in Gateshead.
(ii)
Recognises the contribution of partner agencies within this area of work.
(iii) Requests that the Alcohol Harm Reduction Steering Group develop a 


Service Improvement Plan based on the priorities identified by the 


OSC outlined in Appendix 2 and produces a refreshed Alcohol Harm 


Reduction Strategy by June 2010.

 


For the following reason:
To reduce alcohol related harm for people living, working and learning in the
borough and improve the overall health and well-being of Gateshead 

residents

 

CONTACT:  Angela Frisby  extension: 2138  
PLAN REF: 3638 











APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1.
  The proposals in this review are in accordance with the outcomes and medium term objectives contained within Vision 2030: Sustainable Community Strategy for Gateshead. In particular the proposals support the Active and Healthy Gateshead outcome. Alcohol misuse is also identified as a priority in the Director of Public Health’s Annual Report for both 2008 and within the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 2009. The Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s review of Health Inequalities which was carried out in 2007-08 also identified tackling alcohol misuse as a local priority.
2.
In 2009 a refreshed Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy was endorsed by Cabinet and Gateshead Strategic Partnership which centred on the issues raised within the review of Health Inequalities. The overarching aim of this strategy is to reduce alcohol related harm for people living, working and learning in the borough. The current strategy aims to address harms caused by alcohol misuse in terms of health, community safety, criminal justice and social exclusion. The aims and priorities within the strategy focus on the four themed areas within the Gateshead Agreement

3.
At a national level, ‘Safe, Sensible, and Social: The next steps in the National Alcohol Strategy’ is the Department of Health’s response to a set of public health challenges related to alcohol misuse. ‘Safe, Sensible, Social’ identifies encouraging and supporting sensible drinking as a priority area due to the association between alcohol misuse and strokes, cancer, liver disease, injury and suicide.  This is because of the role alcohol can play in absenteeism, anti-social behaviour, domestic violence and violent crime.  

4.
Regionally, ‘Better Health, Fairer Health a Strategy for 21st Century Health and 
Wellbeing in the North East of England’ launched in 2008, has Alcohol as one if its 
ten major themes. This theme has the following vision: ‘the North East will enjoy a 
culture and environment conducive to safe drinking, its services for problem 
drinkers will be the best and most effective available’. 

5. The findings of the review will help the Council and its partners carry out work to reduce alcohol related harm for people living, working and learning in the borough 

Background
6.
The review focused on:-
· assessing the current Alcohol Harm Reduction strategy in relation to national and regional best practice

· ensuring the strategy is being taken forward at a senior level through all agencies

· identifying ways we can strengthen the impact of the strategy through local service development

· Identifying and promoting best practice and value for money in effective interventions
7.
As a result, the review identified key areas of improvement centred on

 the four themed areas of the Gateshead Agreement.  These include:

· Safer, Stronger, Communities and Culture

· Children and Young People

· Healthier Communities and Adult Wellbeing

· Economy, Skills, Housing and Transport.


Consultation

8.
In carrying out this review the OSC has gathered evidence from a wide range of stakeholders.
   

Alternative Options

9.
An alternative option would be for the recommendations not to be accepted; however, the OSC believes that these recommendations present the best way forward in order to reduce alcohol related harm in Gateshead and improve residents overall health and well-being.  

Implications of Recommended Option 

10.
Financial Implications -  The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that there are no financial implications arising directly from this report. Any issues arising from the review will need to be met from existing resources.
11. Risk Management Implication -  The risk of not taking action is that alcohol related admissions to hospital may rise as a result of the association between alcohol misuse and strokes, cancer, liver disease, injury and suicide.  In addition, alcohol can play a role in absenteeism, anti-social behaviour, domestic violence and violent crime. Not taking action may therefore undermine other efforts to encourage, enable and support safer and healthier lifestyles.
12. Human Resources Implications   -  There are no human resources implications arising directly from this report.
13. Equality and Diversity Implications -  The opportunity to assist people from vulnerable groups is significant from this review.
14. Crime and Disorder Implications –  The Healthier Communities report supports increasing social cohesion and reducing anti-social behaviour and potentially crime reduction.
15. Health Implications – The OSC believes that these recommendations present the best way forward in order to reduce alcohol related harm in Gateshead and improve residents overall health and well-being.
16. Sustainability Implications -  There are no sustainability implications arising directly from this report.
17. Human Rights Implications -  This report contributes to Article 8, which promotes the right to family life.
18. Area and Ward Implications – The outcomes of the review will have implications for all wards across the borough.  
Background Information

19. Report of the Healthier Communities OSC.
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