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REPORT TO CABINET







20 April 2010

 

TITLE OF REPORT:
Co-ordinated Admission Schemes for Infant, Junior, Primary and Secondary Schools for September 2011   
REPORT OF:

 Margaret Whellans, Group Director, Learning and Children   

Purpose of the Report 

1. The purpose of this report is to request Cabinet to approve the proposed Co-ordinated Admissions Schemes that apply to applications to Infant, Junior, Primary and Secondary schools from September 2011.

Background 

2. Under the Schools Admission (Co-ordination of Admission Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2008 all Local Authorities (LAs) have a duty to develop and administer co-ordinated admission schemes for all maintained primary and secondary schools within their area, including Voluntary Aided schools.  The regulations do not extend to special schools and are not applicable to Nursery admissions.
  
3.
The regulations place a duty on the Council to develop and apply two separate schemes for the co-ordinated admission of children to all mainstream maintained Infant, Junior, and Primary schools and for Secondary schools in Gateshead.  The proposed schemes can be viewed online in the agenda folder for this meeting and in the Members’ room.  
4.
From September 2011 the regulations also require that the LA must coordinate primary and secondary admissions with schools in neighbouring LAs. This is new for primary schools. Both schemes aim to ensure that multiple offers to parents are reduced as far as possible, which in turn will reduce the number of children who receive no offer for any of their preferences. This is fairer for all parents. 
5. Each scheme identifies:

· when the scheme commences and to whom it extends;
· the determination process for the single offer of a place where the potential multiple offer of places may be made for one child including potential offers that could be made by neighbouring LAs in respect of their schools;
· the timescales which must be met, particularly for the exchange of information between different admission authorities i.e. voluntary aided schools and neighbouring  LAs;
· how late applications will be dealt with;
· confirmation of the national statutory Secondary and Primary published closing dates for applications and relevant offer dates  . 

Proposal 

6. It is proposed that the two co-ordinated admission schemes be approved for implementation from September 2011. 


Recommendations

7. It is recommended that   Cabinet approves the co-ordinated admission arrangements from September 2011   as presented in the coordinated admission schemes. 
For the following reason:

To enable the Council to comply with statutory regulations relating to school admissions and co-ordinated admission arrangements.
 

 

CONTACT:    Helen Moore extension 2753 
PLAN REF: 3135 











APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1.   The Schools Admission (Co-ordination of Admission Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2008 place a duty on the Council as the Local Authority to develop and administer a Co-ordinated Admission Scheme for all relevant schools within the Gateshead area, including Voluntary Aided schools.  The regulations do not extend to special schools and are not applicable to Nursery Admissions. Under the admission Code issued February 2010 CTC’S (Emmanuel College) must be invited to participate but are not compelled to take part.

Background

2. Under current legislation, the Council co-ordinates the first year of entry admission process for its community secondary schools and liaises closely with the voluntary aided secondary school admission authorities and other LAs so that cross- referencing of duplicate offers of places can be identified and eliminated.  This process was implemented successfully in March 2010 for the September 2010 admission round for all schools in Gateshead. New regulations (The School Admissions (Co-ordination of Admission Arrangements( (England)Regulations 2008) now require that primary school admissions, from September 2011, are fully co-ordinated with neighbouring LAs. This is a mandatory requirement under the above regulations. Primary admissions co-ordination with other LAs is a change to previous years when admissions were co-ordinated locally for all Gateshead schools only. 
3.
Admission Forums must monitor casual admission applications i.e. those children that transfer schools after the start of term known as “In Year” transfers. Under the mandatory requirements of the admission code, the Forum must consider how such admissions can be better co-ordinated. In particular for vulnerable children and children referred for admission under the In Year Fair Access protocol and including children in Public Care. This is to ensure all children moving school in year can be monitored effectively by the home LA and placed quickly in schools. Co-ordination will provide a quicker, fairer and transparent mechanism for children to transfer schools mid year. 
4.
The maintaining LA must co-ordinate admissions for all its schools including Voluntary Aided schools. These schemes ensure that the LA is able to monitor all children moving schools at transition stage in or out of the borough and equip the Admission Forum with the information they need to monitor fair access for all school admissions in the borough. 
  

Consultation

5.
The regulations provide for a co-ordinated admissions scheme to be developed and adopted by all neighbouring authorities within a geographical area.  Both Primary and Secondary schemes presented for Cabinet consideration have been developed in consultation with the neighbouring authorities of Durham, Newcastle, Northumberland, South Tyneside and Sunderland. In addition, both Diocesan bodies have been consulted.
6.
Both draft Primary and Secondary admission schemes have also been consulted on and accepted by school governing bodies and the Admissions Forum. A consultation process, arising from the requirements of the new admission code 2009 replaced by the code issued in February 2010, was carried out with parents and no objections were received.

  
7.
The consultation process has been responsive to the needs of all parties, which includes voluntary aided admission authorities and neighbouring LA’s most affected.  As a consequence all parties have endorsed each scheme. Emmanuel College was consulted but declined to participate in the co-ordination process.

8.
No objections have been received to the implementation of the proposed Primary or Secondary Admission schemes for 2011.
9.

The Cabinet Members for Children and Young People have been consulted.


Alternative Options

10.
The Council must adopt a suitable scheme.   

Implications of Recommended Option 

12. Financial Implications - The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that there are no financial implications arising from the application of these co-ordinated admission arrangements.
13.
Risk Management Implication - There are no risk management implications 
arising from this report 
14. 
Human Resources Implications   - There are no Human resource implications 
arising from this report
15.
Equality and Diversity Implications - The Race Relations Act 1976 makes it unlawful for Admissions Authorities to discriminate against applications on the basis of race, colour, nationality or national or ethnic origin.  That Act, as amended by the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000, imposes on public bodies, including LAs and schools, a duty to promote racial equality.  They must have regard to the need to eliminate unlawful racial discrimination; promote equality of opportunity and promote good relations between people of different racial groups.  Schools and Admissions Forums will be subject to these requirements and LAs are being encouraged to use any co-ordinated scheme for allocating school places to monitor the effectiveness of their policies in this area. 

Section 49 of the Equality Act 2006 determines that it is unlawful to discriminate on the grounds of the person’s religion or religious belief in specific ways including the terms on which an admission authority offers to admit a child or affords a child access to a benefit, facility or service or refuses him/her the benefit, facility or service. The Secretary of State has exempted those schools having religious character (faith schools) from the provisions making it unlawful to discriminate on the grounds of religion or belief when considering the admission of children to oversubscribed schools. However all schools need to be aware of their obligations to review their policies and practices to make sure these meet the requirements of the Act, even if they believe that they are already operating in a non-discriminatory way.
16.
Crime and Disorder Implications – None
17.
Health Implications - None
18. 
Sustainability Implications -  None
19. 
Human Rights Implications - The Human Rights Act 1998 confers a right not to be denied the right to education.  This right does not extend to securing a place at a particular school.  Admission Authorities, however, do need to consider parents’ reasons for expressing a preference when they make decisions about the allocation of school places, to take account of the rights of parents under the Act, though this may not necessarily result in the allocation of a place.  These might include, for example, the parent’s right to ensure that their child’s education conforms with their own religious or philosophical convictions (so far as is compatible with the provision of efficient instruction and the avoidance of unreasonable public expenditure).
20. 
Area and Ward Implications -  All Wards are covered by this report.
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