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REPORT TO CABINET


 30 March 2010

TITLE OF REPORT: 
Use of Council Owned Sites by Fairground Operators
   
REPORT OF: 

John Robinson, Group Director, Local Environmental 



 
Services 

  

Purpose of the Report 

1. This report seeks approval for fairground operators to use designated sites during 2010.  



Background 

2. Applications are submitted on an annual basis and the fairground attractions are located on Council approved sites. In the past two years objections have been received from Ward Councillors in relation to the Albion Street, Windy Nook site due to concerns of noise and anti social behaviour. Regulatory Services and Customer Services have confirmed that no reports were received last year in relation to noise whilst the fairground was operating.  The Neighbourhood Warden Service received one report last year regarding concerns of youths carrying and drinking alcohol.

  

Proposal 

3. To consider applications from J Clark Funfairs, W H Clark Funfairs and Turners Funfairs to operate fairs on the following Council approved sites.

J Clark:


· Windy Fields, Winlaton – Operating Wednesday 19 May until Sunday 23 May 2010. The operating times weekdays will be 5:00pm till 9:00pm, Saturday and Sunday 1pm till 9:00pm.

· Barmoor, Ryton – Operating Wednesday 14 April until Saturday 17 April 2010. The operating times weekdays will be 5:00pm till 9:00pm, Saturday 1pm till 9:00pm. 
W Clark:

· The Green, Chopwell – Operating Wednesday 9 June until Saturday 12 June 2010. The operating times weekdays will be 5:00pm till 9:00pm, Saturday 1pm till 9:00pm.

· Leafield Green Open Space, Birtley – Operating Wednesday 19 May until Sunday 23 May 2010. The operating times weekdays will be 5:00pm till 9:00pm, Saturday and Sunday 1pm till 9:00pm.

Turners:

· Albion Street, Windy Nook – Operating Thursday 13 May until Sunday 16 May 2010. The operating times weekdays will be 5:30pm till 9:00pm, Saturday 1:30pm till 9:00pm and Sunday 2:00pm till 9:00pm.  

4. The fairground operator will be liable for the repair of any damage to the sites resulting from their machinery and equipment.


Recommendations
5. It is recommended that Cabinet:

1) Approve the applications submitted by J Clark and W Clark. 
2) Consider the application submitted by Turners in relation to Albion Street Windy Nook.
For the following reason:

To provide locally based leisure opportunities.

CONTACT:   Kevin Hills extension 7440 
PLAN REF: 748 











APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1.   The proposals in this report are in line with the Council’s Vision 2030 in line with the Big Ideas Creative Gateshead and Sustainable Gateshead.


Background

2. Fairs have been held at the sites detailed below, without incident, on an annual basis for over 20 years.   

Consultation

3. Consultations have taken place with the Cabinet Memebers for Safer, Stronger Communities and Culture and Councillors in the following wards:

· Ryton, Crookhill and Stella ward for the Barmoor site.

· Winlaton and High Spen ward for the Winlaton site.

· Windy Nook and Whitehills ward for the Windy Nook site.

· Chopwell & Rowlands Gill for the Chopwell site.

· Birtley for the Birtley site.

Objections have been received from Windy Nook & Whitehills Councillors who have concerns regarding the funfair noise levels and attracting anti social behaviour. 
No reports were received last year by Regulatory Services regarding noise levels, however the Neighbourhood Warden Service received one report regarding youths carrying and drinking alcohol.


  Alternative Options

4. The Council has designated the above sites suitable for fairground rides; therefore there are no alternative locations.  

Implications of Recommended Option 

5.
Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that 
income is received annually from fairground operators.
6.
Risk Management Implication - The operators’ equipment is subject to an annual  
safety and mechanical inspection (Adips Certificate) and the sites are enclosed with 
temporary fencing to control access.
7.
Human Resources Implications   – There are no staffing implications.
8.
Equality and Diversity Implications - The fairground attractions are available to 
all members of the community.
9.
Crime and Disorder Implications - The provision of fairground attractions will 
provide diversionary activities for some young people.
10.
Sustainability Implications - The operator is responsible for reinstating any 
damage to the land.
11.
Human Rights Implications - The proposal has no adverse impact on individual’s 
human rights.
5. Health Implications – There are no health implications.
6. Area and Ward Implications - Fairs will be held in the Birtley (South), Ryton, Crookhill and Stella (West); Winlaton and High Spen (West), Windy Nook and Whitehills (East) and Chopwell and Rowlands Gill wards (West).  

Background Information


None.
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