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REPORT TO CABINET


 30 March 2010
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Ward Schemes 2010  
REPORT OF:

 Roger Kelly, Chief Executive





 Derek Coates, Strategic Director, Finance and ICT  

Purpose of the Report 

1. This report seeks Cabinet’s approval to fund a number of ward schemes across the borough, from the Gateshead Development Pool.  


Background 

2. Ward Councillors are asked to identify schemes within their wards where they would like to see improvement.  If a cost is envisaged, wherever possible, mainline funding or other sources of funding are identified to finance these schemes.  Where no funding is identified against a scheme, they are considered for funding from the Gateshead Development Pool.  

Proposal 

3. It is proposed that approximately £340,000 from the Gateshead Development Pool is used to fund the implementation of ward schemes identified at appendix 2 to this report.   

Recommendations

4. It is recommended that Cabinet   approve the expenditure on the schemes identified in appendix 2.

For the following reason:


To support the Council’s commitment to supporting local initiatives.

 

CONTACT:   Jane Bench, extension  2058
PLAN REF:  246











APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1. The proposals in this report support the vision for Gateshead as set out in Vision 2030 and the six Big Ideas.  The proposals also support the corporate plan and will contribute towards achieving all six corporate priorities. 


Background

2. The Executive Committee in March 2002 agreed to set up a Gateshead Development Pool that would be used to support an ongoing programme of local initiatives.


Consultation

3. Ward councillors have previously informed the Council of their local priorities at ward visits and meetings with the Leader and Chief Executive. The schemes proposed for funding by the Gateshead Development Pool have been agreed with the councillors.

4. The Cabinet Member for Corporate Vitality and Sustainable Communities has been consulted on the list of schemes requiring funding.  The Cabinet Members for each of the five Areas have also been informed. 

5. Some of the schemes will be subject to consultation with local residents.  

Alternative Options

6. There are no alternative options proposed.   

Implications of Recommended Option 

7. Financial Implications -  The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the proposed expenditure on ward schemes is consistent with the agreed principles for funding from the Gateshead Development Pool and that provision is available to meet the estimated £340,000 cost.  Support for any subsequent revenue implications will need to be agreed.
8. Risk Management Implication -  Several of the schemes will need to be subject to public consultation and/or the necessary planning permissions.
9. Human Resources Implications   -  None.
10. Equality and Diversity Implications – The proposed schemes seek to address the needs of all communities within Gateshead. 
11. Crime and Disorder Implications – The provision of improved and new facilities will increase feelings of safety among local residents.

12. Health Implications – There are a number of schemes which will promote healthy lifestyles and the wellbeing of Gateshead residents.
13. Sustainability Implications -  The impact on environmental sustainability will be dealt with through design and development control.
14. Human Rights Implications -  None.
15. Area and Ward Implications -  The proposed schemes are in the wards of Birtley, Chopwell and Rowlands Gill, Chowdene, Crawcrook and Greenside, Dunston and Teams, High Fell, Felling, Pelaw and Heworth, Ryton, Crookhill and Stella, Saltwell, and Winlaton and High Spen.
Background Information

16. None. 
APPENDIX 2

WARD SCHEMES 2010 – PRIORITIES FOR EXPENDITURE

	Ward
	Scheme

	Birtley
	Resurfacing sections of Durham Road shopping area, Birtley.


	Chopwell & Rowlands Gill
	Installing road humps on Whittonstall Terrace/Ravenside Terrace.


	Chowdene
	Providing a path across the field between Dartmouth Gardens and Hertford.

	Crawcrook and Greenside
	Play equipment for Middle Playgrounds.

	Dunston and Teams
	Pedestrian crossing on Bowlam Street.


	Felling
	Resurfacing a small area of Swards Road.


	High Fell
	Provide toddler play equipment at Beacon Lough East. 

	Pelaw and Heworth
	Improve traffic management around Kirkwood Gardens.

	Ryton, Crookhill & Stella
	Improve the drainage to the rear of Dene Terrace.

	Saltwell
	Resurface the back lane of Windsor Ave/Rectory Road.


	Winlaton & High Spen
	Install a ramped area to improve accessibility across Windy Fields to the Community Centre.
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