
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

2 MARCH 2010
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham, L Green 

J McElroy, M McNestry, I Mearns and P Mole
C273
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 2 March 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C274
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2010/11

Consideration has been given to the highway maintenance capital programme for 
2010/11. 
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the proposed programme of works for the structural 



maintenance of roads and maintenance of bridges for 




2010/11 as set out in appendix 2 to the report be 




approved.

(ii) That the Head of Transport & Highways be authorised to award the relevant works to the Head of Construction Operations (Local Environmental Services) under the terms of the Highways, Drainage & Street Lighting Maintenance Contract, and the balance to the term surfacing & cold planing contractor and specialist bridge contractors.
 (iii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services be authorised to advertise and make any temporary traffic regulation orders as may be necessary during the works.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:
(A) To continue to address the backlog of 





deterioration of roads and footways throughout 




the borough.

(B) To maintain the bridges in a safe and serviceable 



condition.

C275
STREET LIGHTING CARBON REDUCTION PROJECT

Consideration has been given to the implementation of Phase One of the Street 
Lighting Carbon Reduction project in order to deliver a substantial reduction in 
carbon emissions associated with energy consumption.
The alternative option to that being recommended, but which was discounted, included pursuing a PFI scheme for the necessary works.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
The implementation of Phase One of the Street Lighting 



Carbon Reduction project as set out in the report be 




approved.

(ii) That the Head of Transport and Highways be authorised to approve a shortlist of tenderers for contracts in relation to Phase One of the Street Lighting Carbon Reduction project.

(iii) That the Head of Transport and Highways be authorised to award the relevant works to the Head of Construction Operations (Local Environmental Services) under the terms of the Highways, Drainage and Street Lighting Maintenance Contract with the balance being subjected to competitive tendering.

 


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:




(A)
Significant reductions in carbon emissions that 





will contribute to the Council’s aim of reducing 





carbon emissions by 35% by 2014 and of being 




carbon neutral by 2025.  It is unlikely that this 





would be achievable without implementing this 





scheme.





(B)
The possibility of a reduction in the number of 





lighting patrols as the Central Management 





system will indicate lamps which are about to fail 




before actual failure.

(C) Increased lamp-life due to dimming. This could provide a reduction in the number of lamp replacements.

(D) The new lamps will produce white light which will improve colour recognition. This will lead to improvements in security.

(E) New lanterns will require less maintenance and cleaning.

(F) The Central Management System will provide flexibility in the operation of lighting systems enabling users to deal with future events.

(G) The new system will be supplied from a metered installation and any reductions in lighting levels will automatically produce savings in energy costs.

C276
CONTRACT FOR THE HIRE AND ERECTION OF TEMPORARY STRUCTURES, 
INTERNAL FITMENTS AND EQUIPMENT FOR COUNCIL SUMMER EVENTS

Consideration has been given to the tenders received for the Contract for the Hire 
and Erection of Temporary Structures, Internal Fitments and Equipment for Council 
Summer Events. 

RESOLVED -
That the tender from James Fletcher Marquees be accepted for 


the contract for a 24 month period commencing 1 April 2010 



with an option to extend for a further 2 x 12 month periods.
The above decision has been made because it is the most advantageous tender submitted against criteria of price,
technical capability, quality and past experience.
C277
TREASURY POLICY STATEMENT 2010/11 TO 2012/13

Consideration has been given to the proposed Treasury Policy and Strategy for 
2010/11 to 2012/13 that incorporates the Treasury Management in the Public 
Sector Code of Practice 2009.  

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i)
Adopt the revised Chartered Institute of Public Finance 

and Accountancy (CIPFA) Treasury Management in the 

Public Sector Code of Practice 2009 as set out in 


appendix 4 to the report.

(ii)
Approve the Treasury Policy Statement and Treasury 


Strategy for 2010/11 to 2012/13 as set out in appendices 

2 and 3 to the report. 

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council fully complies with the requirements of good practice as recommended by CIPFA in its Code of Practice on Treasury Management 2009 and its Prudential Code for Capital 2009 and the Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG), Guidance on local authority investments.
C278
MEMBERSHIP OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSION SCHEME FOR NON 
TEACHING STAFF IN FOUNDATION AND VOLUNTARY AIDED SCHOOLS

Consideration has been given to the designation of non teaching staff in foundation or voluntary aided schools as being eligible for membership of the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS).    

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:
(i)
Approve the designation of non teaching staff in 




foundation or voluntary aided schools as set out in 




appendix 2 to the report as being eligible for 





membership of the Local Government Pension Scheme 



(LGPS).

(ii) Delegate authority to the Strategic Director Legal and Corporate Services   to designate non teaching staff as eligible for membership of LGPS should a similar situation arise in other schools. 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:



To ensure that non teaching staff can continue to benefit from membership of the LGPS.

C279
GRANTS AND AWARDS

Consideration has been given to the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory 
Group on whether or not to approve applications for grant support in 2010/11.

RESOLVED -
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on 



the applications for grant support in 2010/11 as set out in 




appendix 2 to the report be endorsed.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the grants and awards programme is used to maximise benefits to local communities and is managed effectively.

. 

C280
LEAM RANGERS FC – GET BUILDING APPLICATION

Consideration has been given to the Get Building application submitted by Leam 
Rangers Football Club to improve pitch drainage on the club grounds.


RESOLVED - 
That financial support of £10,000 to Leam Rangers Football 




Club in the current financial year under the Get Building 




scheme be approved.
The above decision has been made for the following reasons:




(A)
To secure external investment in a football facility 




within the borough in line with Council priorities.
(B) 
To maximise the usage of the Football Club’s site 
by allowing increased activity on the football 
pitches due to better drainage.
C281
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN: INTEGRATED TRANSPORT CAPITAL 
PROGRAMME UPDATE

Consideration has been given to an update on progress with the Local Transport 
Plan (LTP) integrated transport capital programme. It includes a review of progress 
in implementing this year’s programme, and an indicative 2010/11 programme.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the revisions to the integrated transport capital 





programme for 2009/10 as set out in Appendix 2 to the 




report be approved.




(ii)
That the indicative programme for 2010/11 as set out in 




Appendix 3 to the report be approved. 

The above decision has been made to enable the design and implementation of transport schemes in support of the Tyne and Wear local transport plan and the Council’s policy objectives.

C282
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of local authority school 
governors to the governing bodies of schools where vacancies have arisen.

RESOLVED -
That the appointment of the following local authority 





school governors to schools where there are vacancies 




for a period of four years from the date indicated be 





approved.
	School

Gibside 
	Appointment

Mrs C Holly 
	Date from

16.03.10

	Lobley Hill
	Cllr C Donovan
	02.03.10



The above decision has been made to ensure that the Local Authority is


represented on the governing bodies concerned.
C283
MISCELLANEOUS INCOME – TRANSFER OF UNCOLLECTABLE AMOUNTS


Consideration has been given to the transfer outstanding balances in excess of 
£300 from certain miscellaneous income accounts where all possible recovery 
action has been taken and the balances are now considered to be uncollectable.


RESOLVED
-
(i)
That the action taken under delegated powers by the 





Strategic Director, Finance and ICT to transfer to a 





debtors’ account 204 accounts totalling £11,573.99 be 




noted.





(ii)
That the transfer to a debtors’ account of balances on 64 




accounts, amounting to £60,871.94 be approved


The above decision has been taken to ensure the effective management of the 
Council’s resources.

C284
LOCAL AUTHORITY MORTGAGE RATE FOR MORTGAGES GRANTED UNDER 
HOUSING ACT 1985


Consideration has been given to the statutory declaration of the local authority 
mortgage interest rate for the six months commencing 1 April 2010.

RESOLVED - 
That the declaration of the local authority interest rate as being 


5.35% for the six month period commencing 1 April 2010 be 



endorsed.  


The above decision has been made to comply with statutory requirements of the 
Housing Act 1985.

C285
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C286
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C287
SERVICE REVIEW OF THE YOUTH OFFENDING TEAM

Consideration has been given to a restructuring of the Youth Offending Team (YOT) following a review of the Service and HMIP Inspection in 2009 to improve outcomes for vulnerable young people.

RESOLVED - 
That Council be recommended to:





(i)
Endorse the management response to issues raised by 



the trade unions as set out in appendix 4 to the report.





(ii)
Approve the outcome of the review and revised structure 



for the service as set out in appendices 2 and 3 to the 



report, to take effect from 1 May 2010.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:




(A)
To ensure that appropriate action is taken to 





address the recommendations of the Her 





Majesty’s Inspectorate of Probation report of 





2009.

(B) 
To ensure that the Council is achieving value for 
money and to raise the quality of services to 
young offenders in Gateshead.

(C) 
To ensure that Local Area Agreement targets and 
key Performance Indicators are met.

(D) 
To position the service favourably when 
benchmarked against comparator YOTs within 
the region and in preparation for future 
inspections of the team.
C289
REVIEW OF FOSTERING SERVICES

Consideration has been given to the implementation of the key proposals from the Review of Fostering Services, undertaken by independent external consultants. 
RESOLVED -
That Council be recommended to endorse the proposals from 


the review of fostering services as set out in the report and 



approve the restructure of the service as set out in appendices 


2 and 3 to the report.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council is achieving value for money and to raise the quality of services to meet the needs of looked after children to achieve better outcomes in relation to their achievements, stability, overall wellbeing and their future life chances.

Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available online and in the minute file.  Please note access restrictions apply for exempt business as defined by the Access to Information Act.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.) 

Publication date: 17 March 2010 




Chair…………………..
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