
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

2 MARCH 2010
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham, J McElroy, M McNestry, I Mearns and P Mole
Apology for absence: 
Councillor L Green 

C263
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 22 February 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C264
REVIEW OF BUSINESS CENTRE LICENCE FEES

Consideration has been given to proposed increases in business centre licence 
fees for 2010/11.

RESOLVED
-  
That the Council be recommended to:





(i)
Approve the increase in business centre licence fees as 




set out in appendix 2 to the report.  


(ii) Approve the suspension of the annual charge of 5% above the normal licence fee rise for occupiers in their fourth and subsequent years during 2010/11.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:
(a) To maintain licence fee levels in line with other managed workspace operators.

(b) To increase income to the Council and reflect increased running costs at all business centres.

(c) To provide a supportive environment in which small and young businesses can grow and prosper.

C265
REGISTRATION OF PERSONS CARRYING ON THE BUSINESS OF

TATTOOING, SEMI-PERMANENT SKIN-COLOURING, COSMETIC PIERCING AND ELECTROLYSIS AND APPROVAL OF RELATED BYELAWS


Consideration has been given to the adoption of model byelaws relating to 
registration of persons carrying on the business of tattooing, semi-permanent 
skin-colouring, cosmetic piercing and electrolysis.
RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:


(i)
Resolve that sections 15 to 17 of the Local Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 (‘the 1982 Act’) will 

apply throughout the borough of Gateshead from 6 April 

2010 in so far as they relate to persons carrying on the 

business of tattooing, semi-permanent skin-colouring, 


cosmetic piercing and electrolysis.
. 

(ii) Advertise notice of the passing of the resolution in accordance with the 1982 Act as set out in appendix 2 to the report.
(iii) Adopt the model byelaws recommended by the Department of Health in their entirety as set out in appendix 3 to the report.

(iv) Authorise the affixing of the Council’s Common Seal to the adopted model byelaws.

(v) Authorise that the following procedure be carried out and application made to the Secretary of State for Health that the sealed model byelaws be confirmed:

a. An advertisement will be published in a local newspaper giving notice that the Council intends to apply for confirmation of the sealed model byelaws from the Secretary of State for Health.  

b. A copy of the sealed model byelaws will be held on deposit at the Council for inspection by the public for one calendar month after the date of newspaper publication (inspection period).  

c. Any person will have a right to object to the Secretary of State for Health during the inspection period.

d. Application will be made to the Secretary of State for Health for confirmation of the sealed model byelaws after the inspection period.

e. Following confirmation of the sealed model byelaws by the Secretary of State for Health, they will come into force usually one month after the date of confirmation.

(vi)
Approve that on confirmation of the sealed model 
byelaws by the Secretary of State for Health, the existing 
byelaws are to be repealed. 

 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

The new model byelaws produced by the Department of Health update specific 
provisions to reflect current infection control advice and industry practice and will 
give a clearer approach for enforcement, businesses and the public.
C266
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY ACTION PLAN

Consideration has been given to the Community Development Strategy Action Plan. 
RESOLVED -
That the Community Development Strategy Action Plan be 



approved.
The above decision has been made to support the delivery of the Council’s corporate priority in relation to Building Stronger Communities and the delivery of Gateshead’s Community Development Strategy.
C267
WORKING TOGETHER TO BUILD A RESILIENT GATESHEAD – GATESHEAD’S COMMUNITY RESILIENCE STRATEGY AND ACTION PLAN

Consideration has been given to the key objectives and outcomes within the 
Gateshead Community Resilience Strategy and accompanying action plan, which 
have been considered by the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
(OSC).  

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the comments of the Corporate Vitality OSC be 


noted.


(ii)
That the vision, objectives and outcomes of the strategy 

be approved. 


(iii)
That the supporting action plan for implementing the 


strategy be approved.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure compliance with the Council’s statutory 





duties under the Civil Contingencies Act 2004.






(B)
To ensure continuous progress against the action 





plan.





(C)
To support the vision for Resilience which is “To 




make Gateshead a safer place for all, by working 




together to empower our whole community to be 




better 
prepared for dealing with emergencies”.
C268
PAYMENT OF RENT BY COUNCIL TENANTS – FORMER TENANT TRANSFER 
OF ACCOUNTS 


Consideration has been given to changing the current criteria for write-offs and to transfer individual debt amounts from former tenants accounts to a debtors’ account because all possible recovery action has been taken.    

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed change to current write-off criteria by 



the deletion of the £100 limit for untraceable debt be 




approved.

(ii) That the transfer of £385,593 former tenants’ arrears into a debtors’ account, calculated in accordance with the changed write-off criteria be approved.

(iii) That the Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee be requested to consider including on its future work programme a review of the operation and practices adopted by credit providers.
The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure effective management of the Council’s 




resources as any further pursuit of these arrears 




is unlikely to result in significant sums being 





recovered.




(B)
To support the Council’s Financial Inclusion 





Strategy and identify ways of protecting people 




especially the vulnerable, from falling victim to 





unreasonable practices of some credit providers.
C269
TEAM VALLEY TRADING ESTATE – MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
WITH UK LAND AND THE HIGHWAYS AGENCY

Consideration has been given to arrangements for joint working with UK Land Estates and the Highways Agency through a joint Memorandum of Understanding. 

RESOLVED -
That the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding for 



Team Valley Trading Estate as set out in appendix 2 to the 



report be approved.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the relevant bodies share information on emerging development proposals and any resulting transport issues, in a timely and effective manner.
(B) To minimise the risk of objections to development.

C270
CONSULTATION ON NHS SERVICES RELOCATION FROM BENSHAM 
HOSPITAL

Consideration has been given to the proposed response to Gateshead Primary 
Care Trust consultation to relocate NHS services from Bensham Hospital to the 
Primary Care Centre to be built as part of the Gateshead Town Centre, Trinity 
Square development.   



RESOLVED - 
That the proposed response to the consultation as set out in 




appendix 2 to the report be endorsed.
The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response to the consultation.
C271
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ANNUAL REPORT 2009

Consideration has been given to the Freedom of Information Annual Report 2009 
detailing the number and providing analysis of the Freedom of Information requests 
received by the Council during 2009.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Freedom of Information Annual Report for 2009 




as set out in appendix 1 to the report be approved.




(ii)
That the Annual Report be referred to the Corporate 





Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee for 






consideration. 


The above decision has been made to have an effective and timely system for dealing with requests for information, which ensures the Council is compliant with the relevant legislation.
C272
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available online and in the minute file.  Please note access restrictions apply for exempt business as defined by the Access to Information Act.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 4 March 2010 




Chair…………………..
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