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COUNCIL MEETING
4 March 2010

REVIEW OF BUSINESS CENTRE LICENCE FEES
	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Mike Barker, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report asks Council to approve increases in business centre licence fees.
2. Licence fees at the Council’s business centres are reviewed on an annual basis.  The Economic Development Service has carried out a thorough appraisal of the managed workspace sector on Tyneside.  The rental element of the licence fees and the cost of providing services have been considered and the new licence fees have been proposed in consultation with Property Services.

3. The ‘10 Point Plan for Economic Resilience in Gateshead’ approved by Cabinet in February 2009 included provision to freeze rent reviews for some businesses where a sustainable economic case is made.  In March 2009 Cabinet agreed to suspend the annual charge of 5% above the normal licence fee rise to business centre occupiers in their fourth and subsequent years until the economic upturn. 

4. The Cabinet has considered the facts and issues arising from the report including alternative options and took all relevant advice before formulating their recommendation.

RECOMMENDATIONS

5.
The report recommends that Council agree an increase in business centre licence fees as set out in Appendix 2 to take effect from 1 April 2010, and the suspension of the annual charge of 5% above the normal licence fee rise to occupiers in their fourth and subsequent years during 2010/11.
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