
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

22 FEBRUARY 2010
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham, L Green, J McElroy, M McNestry, and I Mearns 
Apology for absence: 
Councillor P Mole 

C249
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 9 February 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C250
FEES AND CHARGES 2010/11

Consideration has been given to the level of fees and charges for 2010/11.

RESOLVED
-  
That the Council be recommended to:





(i)
Approve the detailed fees and charges as set out in 





appendix 2 to the report.  


(ii) Approve delegating authority to the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT to amend charges if necessitated by changes in VAT.

(iii) Note the ongoing work on income levels in the Fit for Future work stream and the submission of reports as proposals develop.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that fees and charges are set at 
the correct level. 
C251
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2010/11 TO 2012/13

Consideration has been given to the proposed capital programme for the period 2010/11 to 2012/13.
RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:




(i)
The capital programme for 2010/11 and the 





provisional programmes for 2011/12 and 2012/13, as set 



out in Appendix 2, subject to external funding approvals 



being received.

 

(ii) The allocation of £23m in 2010/11 to the Gateshead Housing Company to continue the delivery of the decent homes programme.
(iii) Delegating authority to the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT to enter into prudential borrowing which is consistent with the requirements of the capital programme and the Council’s Treasury Management Strategy.

 


The above decision has been made to realise the Council’s policies and objectives 
in relation to maximising resources available within its capital programme.
C252
HOUSING REVENUE AACCOUNT REPORT AND MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL 
STRATEGY 2010/11 – 2012/13

Consideration has been given to the Medium Term Financial Strategy for the 
Housing Revenue Account (HRA) which incorporates a balanced HRA for 2010/11, 
and a rent increase in line with the Government’s policy on property specific rent 
restructuring, no increase in fees and charges in line with recent inflation levels and 
provision for the Management Fee for The Gateshead Housing Company.  
RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve:



(i)
The recommended option for the average weekly rent 


increase of 2.48% as set out in Appendix 1 to the report.

(ii) The Housing Revenue Account Medium Term Financial 


Strategy as set out in Appendix 2, which includes a 



balanced HRA for 2010/11.

(iii) The fees and charges schedule set out in Appendix 3 to 


the report to be charged with effect from 1 April 2010.

The above decisions have been made to set a Housing Revenue Account for 2010/11 which is in overall credit as required under the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (Part VI).

C253
BUDGET AND COUNCIL TAX LEVEL 2010/11

Consideration has been given to the proposed Council Tax level for 2010/11 and to 
the proposed prudential indicators and Minimum Revenue Provision (MRP) 
Statement.  

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended that:
(i) The revised revenue estimates of £227.730m for the year 2009/10 and the revenue estimates of £232.589m for 2010/11 be approved.

(ii) The use of general reserves of £2.0m and earmarked reserves of £13.566m in 2010/11 be authorised.

(iii) The recommendations of the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT in respect of the robustness of estimates and adequacy of reserves be noted.

(iv) The prudential indicators set out in Appendix 6 to 
the report be agreed.

(v) The method of calculating the Minimum Revenue 
Provision (MRP) for 2010/11 as set out in Appendix 7 to 
the report be approved.

(vi) It be noted that at its meeting on 19 January 2010, 
Cabinet calculated the following amounts for the year 
2010/11 in accordance with regulations made under 
Section 33(5) of the Local Government Finance Act 
1992:-

(a) 59,142 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992, as its Council Tax base for the year;

(b) 1,259 for Lamesley Parish being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with regulation 6 of the Regulations, as the amount of its Council Tax base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which special items relate.

(vii) The following amounts be now calculated by the 
Council for the year 2010/11 in accordance with 
Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 
1992 (‘the Act’): -

(a)
£577,028,734
being the aggregate of the 
amounts, which the Council estimates for the 
items, set out in Section 32(2) (a) to (e) of the Act.

(b)
£384,453,621
being the aggregate of the 
amounts, which the Council estimate for the 
items, set out in Section 32(3) (a) to (c) of the Act.

(c)
£192,575,113
being the amount by which 
the aggregate at (a) above exceeds the 
aggregate at (b) above, calculated by the Council, 
in accordance with Section 32(4) of the Act, as its 
budget requirement for the year.

(d)
£107,214,082
being the aggregate of the 
sums which the Council estimates will be payable 
for the year into its general fund in respect of 
redistributed non domestic rates, revenue support 
grant, additional grant or relevant special grant 
increased by the amount of the sums which the 
Council estimates will be transferred in the year 
from its collection fund to its general fund in 
accordance with Section 97(3) of the 1988 Local 
Government Finance Act, and pursuant to the 
Collection Fund (Community Charge) Directions 
under Section 98(4) of the Local Government 
Finance Act 1988 made on 7 February 1994.

(e)  
£1443.3234

being the amount at (c) 
above less the amount at (d) above, all divided by 
the amount at (vi)(a) above, calculated by the 
Council, in accordance with Section 33(1) of the 
Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the 
year.

(f)  
£7,500

being the aggregate amount 
of all special items referred to in Section 34(1) of 
the Act.

(g)  
£1443.1966

being the amount at (e) 
above less the result given by dividing the amount 
at (f) above by the amount at (vi)(a) above, 
calculated by the Council, in accordance with 
Section 34(2) of the Act, as the basic amount of 
its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those 
parts of its area to which no special item relates.
(h) Part of the Council’s area
Lamesley




Parish

£1449.1537


being the amounts given by adding to the amount at (g) above the amounts of the special item or items relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council’s area mentioned above divided in each case by the amount at (vi)(b) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 34(3) of the Act, as the basic amounts of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate.

(i)

	Valuation

Band
	            Lamesley 

             Parish

£
	 All other parts of the Council’s area

 £

	A
	3.9714
	962.1311

	B
	4.6333
	1122.4862

	C
	5.2952
	1282.8414

	D
	5.9571
	1443.1966

	E
	7.2809
	1763.9070

	F
	8.6047
	2084.6173

	G
	9.9285
	2405.3277

	H
	11.9142
	2886.3932




being the amounts given by multiplying the 
amounts at (g) and (h) above by the number 
which, in the proportion set out in Section 5(1) of 
the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a 
particular valuation band divided by the number 
which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings 
listed in valuation band D, calculated by the 
Council, in accordance with Section 36(1) of the 
Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for 
the year in respect of categories of dwellings 
listed in different valuation bands.

(viii)

It be noted that for the year 2010/11, the 




Northumbria Police Authority and Tyne and Wear Fire 

and Rescue Authority have stated the following amounts 

in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with 


Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, 

for each of the categories of dwellings shown below: -





Precepting




Authority

	Valuation

Band
	             Northumbria Police 

             Authority

£
	 Tyne and Wear Fire and    Rescue Authority
 £

	A
	55.7873
	48.7732

	B
	65.0852
	56.9021

	C
	74.3831
	65.0309

	D
	83.6810
	73.1598

	E
	102.2768
	89.4175

	F
	120.8726
	105.6753

	G
	139.4684
	121.9330

	H
	167.3620
	146.3196


(ix)
Having calculated the aggregate in each case of 




the amounts at (vii)(i) and (viii) above, the Council in 




accordance with Section 30(2) of the Local Government 



Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as 



the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2010/11 for 




each of the categories of dwellings shown below: -

	Valuation

Band
	Lamesley

 Parish

£
	All other parts of the Council’s area

£

	A
	1070.6630
	1066.6916

	B
	1249.1068
	1244.4735

	C
	1427.5506
	1422.2554

	D
	1605.9945
	1600.0374

	E
	1962.8822
	1955.6013

	F
	2319.7699
	2311.1652

	G
	2676.6576
	2666.7291

	H
	3211.9890
	3200.0748



The above decisions have been made to fulfil the Council’s statutory duty to set the 
budget and Council Tax for 2010/11.
C254
REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S CONSTITUTION 


Consideration has been given to a number of amendments to the Council’s Constitution.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the 




proposed changes to the Constitution as set out in the 



appendices to the report.

(ii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, following consultation with the Leader, be authorised to make any final necessary amendments to the Constitution.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Constitution remains fit for purpose and that its aims and principles are given effect.

C255
ST CUTHBERT’S DRIVE, HEWORTH – DISPOSAL OF LAND

Consideration has been given to the disposal of land held for housing purposes in St Cuthbert’s Drive, Heworth at less than market value, and on the terms set out below, to enable the provision of new affordable homes to replace previous fire damaged properties.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the the disposal of land at St Cuthbert’s Drive, 




Heworth, as set out in appendix 1 to the report, under 




section 32 of the Housing Act 1985 to The Gateshead 



Housing Company at £nil cost be approved subject to 




Secretary of State approval.




(ii)
That the provision of financial assistance, under section 



25 of the Local Government Act 1988 in the amount of 



£162,991 to The Gateshead Housing Company as a 




contribution towards the cost of constructing the new 




affordable homes be approved subject to Secretary of 



State approval.



(iii)
That the Strategic Director of Legal and Corporate 




Services be authorised to: 





(a)
Seek the consent of the Secretary of State for the 




disposal of the land held under the Housing Act 




1985 at less than best consideration. 

(b)  
Seek the consent of the Secretary of State to 





provide financial assistance to The Gateshead 





Housing Company. 
(c) 
Enter into a performance guarantee with the 





Homes and Communities Agency in respect of 





the funding it is providing to The Gateshead 





Housing Company.


The above decisions have been made to build new homes for affordable rent in 
Heworth and thereby meet the needs and aspirations of current and future tenants 
and residents.

.


LEAM RANGERS FC – GET BUILDING APPLICATION

Item deferred.
C256
ENTERPRISE AND INNOVATION FUND – BROADBAND GRANT


Consideration has been given to the proposal and eligibility criteria for a Broadband 
Grant to be introduced as part of the Council’s Enterprise and Innovation Fund.   



RESOLVED - 
That  the proposal and eligibility criteria for a Broadband 




Grant to be introduced as part of the Council’s Enterprise and 



Innovation Fund as set out in appendix 2 to the report be 




approved.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To raise the profile of Gateshead as a location 
for 
businesses.

(B) 
To promote improvements in business performance, 
productivity, innovation and growth. 

(C) 
To create priority business clusters and support the 


growth of knowledge based industries in the borough. 

(D) 
To stimulate and secure investment from employers 


looking to relocate, creating highly skilled jobs and GVA 

growth potential, addressing key improvement targets in 

2030 and the LAA.

(E) 
To support the Council’s investment in the Gateshead 

Technology Innovation Ltd

(F) 
To implement key elements of the Enterprise and 


Employment Zone proposal.
C257
APPOINTMENT OF A LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNOR

Consideration has been given to the appointment of a local authority school 
governor to the governing body of Blaydon West Primary School where a vacancy 
has arisen.

RESOLVED -
That the appointment of Sharren Donnelly as a local authority 



school governor to Blaydon West Primary School where there 



is a vacancy for a period of four years from 22 February 2010 



be approved.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the Local Authority is


represented on the governing body concerned.
C258
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C259
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.
C260
RESTRUCTURE OF THE CARE CALL SERVICE (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to proposals for the restructure of the Care Call Service within Community Based Services.

RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve the restructure 


of the Care Call Service as set out in appendices 2 and 3 of the 


report and implementation of proposals subject to the 




conclusion of Trade Union consultations.



 
 


The above decision has been made to establish an efficient care call service to 
enable the provision of telecare and telehealth in line with the Council’s Telecare 
Strategy and to support the provision of Adult Social Care to the residents of 
Gateshead.

(Councillor Henry declared a personal interest in the above matter because his 
mother is a recipient of the service).
C261
REVIEW OF SERVICES PROVIDED TO SUPPORT VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC 
ABUSE (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to the restructure of the support provided to victims 
of Domestic Abuse within the Communities and Neighbourhoods Service, 
Community Based Services.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the restructure 



of the support provided to victims of Domestic Abuse within the 



Communities and Neighbourhoods Service, Community Based 



Services to be implemented from 1 April 2010 as set out in 




appendices 2 and 3 of the report.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To enable the Council and partner agencies to 
continue to provide a comprehensive domestic 
abuse service to our residents.

(B) 
The proposal ensures an efficient use of financial 
resources.
C262
TRINITY SQUARE REDEVELOPMENT – STUDENT ACCOMMODATION 
(Paragraph 3)
Consideration has been given to entering into a risk and reward arrangement with Northumbria University in relation to the occupation of the proposed student accommodation units in the redevelopment of Trinity Square and existing Tesco store and car park. 
RESOLVED - 
That the proposed risk and reward arrangement with 




Northumbria University in relation to the occupation of the 



proposed student accommodation units in the redevelopment 


of Trinity Square and existing Tesco store and car park as set 


out in the report, be approved. 
The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To assist in securing a suitable range of town 
centre uses in central Gateshead.






(B)
To enable the delivery of “Fit for a City”, 







Regeneration Delivery Strategy.





(C)
To facilitate the proposed redevelopment of the 




Trinity Square site and the existing Tesco store 




and car park.

(Councillors Henry and Donovan declared personal and prejudicial interests in the above matter because their spouses are employees of Northumbria University, and withdrew from the meeting whilst the matter was under consideration.  Councillor Mearns took the Chair for this item.)

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available online and in the minute file.  Please note access restrictions apply for exempt business as defined by the Access to Information Act.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 23 February 2010 




Chair…………………..
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