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REPORT TO CABINET


 2 March 2009
TITLE OF REPORT:
Consultation on NHS Services Relocation from Bensham Hospital
   
REPORT OF:

Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


Purpose of the Report 

1. Cabinet is asked to endorse the response to Gateshead PCT consultation on proposals to relocate NHS services from Bensham Hospital.  



Background 

2. The background to the response is set out in appendix 1   

Proposal 

3. To endorse the response to the consultation set out in appendix 2   

Recommendations

4. It is recommended that Cabinet endorse the response to the consultation as set out in appendix 2 attached  

For the following reason:-

To enable the Council to contribute a response to the consultation. 
 

CONTACT: Angela Frisby   extension: 2138  
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1. The proposed response to Gateshead PCT supports the vision for Gateshead set out in Vision 2030, in particular the Big Idea “Active and Healthy Gateshead”. It also supports the Council’s Corporate Plan, in particular corporate priority 3 “Empowering Older People and Ensuring Healthier Communities”.   


Background

2. The PCT is proposing to relocate NHS Services from Bensham Hospital in order to improve access to those services. It is considered that more people will be able to travel more easily and quickly to the town centre than Bensham Hospital. The new Primary Care Centre will also be within walking distance of the bus and metro interchange.
Proposals for NHS Services relocation from Bensham Hospital
3. Gateshead PCT is consulting on proposals to move the walk-in centre, GP out of hours and sexual health services to a newly built Primary Care Centre in Gateshead town centre. This would be part of the Trinity Square redevelopment and it is envisaged that the new centre would open in 2012.
12.
It is proposed that a response is forwarded to Gateshead PCT on its proposals to relocate NHS services from Bensham Hospital on the basis of the comments set out in Appendix 2 attached.

Consultation

13.
The proposals have been considered by the Central and East Area Forums on 8 and 10 February 2010 respectively. 

Alternative Options

4. If no response is given, the Council will not be availing itself of this opportunity to comment on the proposed health service developments for Gateshead developed by Gateshead PCT, which will have important implications for local residents.  

Implications of Recommended Option 

5. Financial Implications -  The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that there are no financial implications arising directly from this report.
6. Risk Management Implication -  None.
7. Human Resources Implications   -  None.
8. Equality and Diversity Implications -  The proposals will improve access to the services to be relocated.
9. Crime and Disorder Implications – None
10. Health Implications – The changes proposed will ensure that more people can access the services outlined more easily and quickly.
11. Sustainability Implications -  None
12. Human Rights Implications -  None
13. Area and Ward Implications -  The changes proposed have been considered by the Central and East Area Forums and their views have been fed into the consultation process.
Background Information

14.  Gateshead PCT and Gateshead Health NHS Trust’s consultation document 
“ NHS Services relocation from Bensham Hospital”.
                               
                                                                         Appendix 2

Comments on Consultation by Gateshead Primary Care Trust 
Relocation of NHS Services from Bensham Hospital
The proposal by Gateshead Primary Care Trust to relocate the walk-in centre, GP out of hours and sexual health services from Bensham hospital to a newly built primary care centre in Gateshead Town Centre have been considered by:-

· Central and East Area Forums on 8 and 10 February 2010
Comments on the proposals are set out below.

Overall Comments:-
The proposals for relocating the walk-in centre, GP out of hours and sexual health services from Bensham hospital with a view to improving access to these services are welcomed as is the opportunity to comment on the PCT’s proposals.

Overall there is support for the proposals, as it is generally accepted that the proposals to relocate the services to a newly built primary care centre in Gateshead Town Centre should improve access to these services for Gateshead residents.
Consultation Process:
The issue of parking was raised as a potential problem. The PCT advised that an 

assessment had been carried out of future parking and transport arrangements and 
this has informed the current proposals.
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