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REPORT TO CABINET



 

2 March 2010
TITLE OF REPORT:
Team Valley Trading Estate – Memorandum of Understanding with UK Land and the Highways Agency
REPORT OF:

Derek Quinn, Group Director, Development and 





Enterprise 


Purpose of the Report

1.
This report recommends Cabinet’s agreement to arrangements for joint working with UK Land Estates and the Highways Agency through a joint Memorandum of Understanding. 

Background

2.
Team Valley Trading estate is one of the main employment centres in Tyne and Wear. In recent years the development and regeneration of obsolete property on the Estate has been threatened by congestion problems on the nearby A1. 

3.
In order to minimise the risk of objections to development the Council has been working with UK Land Estates (the main developer on Team Valley) and the Highways Agency. This has been highly successful in that:
· No planning applications on the Estate have been directed for refusal by the Highways Agency;
· There has been significant investment through the LTP and developer contributions in upgrading transport infrastructure to support sustainable travel;

· A travel plan, aimed at increasing levels of sustainable travel, has been prepared and recently a dedicated Team Valley travel plan co-ordinator has been appointed.

Memorandum of Understanding

4.
Although informal partnership working has achieved a number of undoubted successes, such an arrangement does have drawbacks. This is particularly so for UK Land Estates who, in devising long term development plans for the Estate, wish for greater certainty as to the possible barriers to these that may need to be overcome.


5.
Accordingly a ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ has been drafted which it is intended would be signed jointly by the Council, Highways Agency and UK Land Estates. This commits the parties involved to sharing information, views and potential transport related requirements relating to possible development at as early a stage as possible.
6.
The Memorandum is not a legally binding document, but rather represents a commitment to co-operate in sharing relevant information and discussing issues. In particular it does not in any way affect the Council’s role and responsibilities as planning authority in determining planning applications for development at Team Valley.
7.
The draft memorandum of Understanding is attached as Appendix 2.
Recommendations

8.
It is recommended that Cabinet approve signing of the Memorandum of Understanding for Team Valley Trading Estate as attached at Appendix 2.

For the following reason:


To ensure that the relevant bodies share information on emerging development proposals, and any resulting transport issues, in a timely and effective manner.

CONTACT:  Nick Clennett  extension: 2526
PLAN REF: 3596












APPENDIX 1


Policy Context

1. Agreement to the Memorandum of Understanding will help support achievement of the vision for transport as outlined in the Gateshead Sustainable Community Strategy, Vision 2030 – ‘local people and businesses who have easy access to integrated, safe and affordable transport, which supports economic growth and balances the needs of all users in a responsible way.’ 

Background

2.
Recent years have seen the Highways Agency, who are consulted on planning applications affecting trunk roads, become extremely concerned about the impacts of new development on the A1. Team Valley Trading Estate, one of Gateshead’s main employment locations, lies close to the A1. While further development and regeneration of obsolete sites is important to maintain the vitality and role of the Estate there is a risk that proposals could be subject to Highways Agency objections. 
3.
In order to minimise the risk of objections to development the Council has been working with UK Land Estates (the main developer on Team Valley) and the Highways Agency. This has been highly successful in that:
· No planning applications on the Estate have been directed for refusal by the Highways Agency;

· There has been significant investment through the LTP and developer contributions in upgrading transport infrastructure to support sustainable travel;

· A travel plan, aimed at increasing levels of sustainable travel, has been prepared and recently a dedicated Team Valley travel plan co-ordinator has been appointed.

Memorandum of Understanding

4.
Although informal partnership working has achieved a number of undoubted successes, such an arrangement does have drawbacks. This is particularly so for UK Land Estates who, in devising long term development plans for the Estate, wish for greater certainty as to the possible barriers to these that may need to be overcome.


5.
Accordingly a ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ has been drafted which it is intended would be signed jointly by the Council, Highways Agency and UK Land Estates. This commits the parties involved to sharing information, views and potential transport related requirements relating to possible development at as early a stage as possible.
6.
The Memorandum is not a legally binding document, but rather represents a commitment to co-operate in sharing relevant information and discussing issues. In particular it does not in any way affect the Council’s role and responsibilities as planning authority in determining planning applications for development at Team Valley.
7.
The draft memorandum of Understanding is attached as Appendix 2.
Consultation

8.
The draft Memorandum has been prepared jointly between the Council, UK Land and the Highways Agency.  The Cabinet Members for Economy, Housing and Transport have been consulted.
Alternative Options

9.
Failure to sign the Memorandum could lead to greater difficulty in understanding and resolving development related transport problems, increasing the risk that these might suffer delay or be directed for refusal. 
Implications of Recommended Options

10.
Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the there are no financial implications arising from signing the Memorandum
11.
Risk Management Implications – Nil

12.
Human Resources Implications – Nil. 

13.
Equality and Diversity Implications – Nil

14.
Crime and Disorder Implications – Nil

15.
Health Implications – Nil. 

16.
Sustainability Implications – early discussion around development proposals will help ensure that sustainable travel options are given greater priority as part of the design process.
17.
Human Rights Implications – Nil

18.
Area/Ward Implications – Team Valley Trading Estate lies within Lobley Hill and Bensham and Lamesely Wards in the Central and South Neighbourhood Management areas.
Background Information

19.
Further background information is contained in:
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