
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

9 FEBRUARY 2010
PRESENT: 
Councillor M Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, L Green, J McElroy, M McNestry, I Mearns and P Mole 
Apology for absence: 
Councillor M Graham 

C237
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 26 January 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C238
PRIMARY REVIEW – WHICKHAM AREA AND R.C SCHOOLS

Consideration has been given to the outcomes of the consultation process for stage 
2 of the review of primary schools in the Whickham area and small Roman Catholic 
primary schools across the borough.

RESOLVED
-  
That decisions relating to recommendations on the next stage 



of the review process be deferred for a period of one month to 



take account of and allow time to ascertain the timescale of the 



Diocesan/Deanery Review, which will look at RC 





school provision across the borough among other things.  



(Councillors M Foy, G Haley and M Ord declared personal and prejudicial interests 
in the above matter because they are Governors of schools under review and 
withdrew from the meeting whilst the matter was under consideration.  Councillor 
Mearns declared a personal interest because his children had attended St John the 
Baptist School).
C239
TENDERS FOR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES

Consideration has been given to tenders received for the contracts for the provision of a cash collection service and the supply of alcoholic beverages.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the tender received from Sunderland City Council 



for the contract for the provision of cash collection 




services on behalf of the Council, Northumbria Police 




and The Gateshead Housing Company be accepted. 

(ii) That the tender from Heineken UK Ltd be accepted for Lot 1, and the tender from Waverly TBS be accepted for Lots 2 & 3 for the contract for the supply of alcoholic beverages.

The above decisions have been made because a comprehensive evaluation of the tenders received has been undertaken the above tenders are most advantageous submitted.

C240
REVIEW OF THE IMPACT OF FAIRER CHARGING IN RELATION TO 
PERSONAL BUDGETS

Consideration has been given to the adoption of a revised fairer charging policy 
which is fit for purpose, following the adoption of personal budgets as the method to 
achieve the delivery of non-residential care services within Adult Social Care.
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Fairer Charging Policy (Non-Residential 




Care/Personal Budgets) be approved subject to 




consultation with stakeholders.

(ii) That the Group Director, Community Based Services, following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care and Strategic Directors Finance and ICT and Legal and Corporate Services, be authorised to make any final necessary amendments to the policy arising from consultation with stakeholders.

(iii) That it may be necessary to submit a further report seeking approval to revise the charging policy once the Personal Care At Home Guidance and Regulations are issued be noted.

(iv) That the Fair Access to Care Criteria (FACS) adopted by the Council continues to be set to meet substantial and critical need.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:
(A) 
To meet the requirements of the revised fairer 
charging guidance and support the 
implementation of personal budgets in line with 
current and future practice





(B)
To adopt the FACS criteria for 2010 / 11 and 




ensure equity of service and charge.

(Councillor Henry declared a personal interest in the above matter because his 
mother is a recipient of the domiciliary care service). 

C241
GROUP SPORT AND LEISURE MEMBERSHIP SCHEME

Consideration has been given to the introduction of a group sport and leisure 
membership scheme, which will provide discounted charges to groups participating 
within the scheme subject to the payment of an affiliation fee. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the introduction of a group sport and leisure 




membership 
scheme which allows groups to apply to be 



a group member, for an affiliation fee per year as set out 



below (this fee being subject to annual review), entitling 



their members to a third discount on the “GO” packages 



be approved.
	Number of members in the group
	
Affiliation fee

	Less than 50
	
£300

	51 to 100
	
£500

	100 to 250
	
£750

	251 to 500
	
£1000

	501 to 1000
	
£1500

	For every 500 employees over 1,000
	
£500






(ii)
That the operation of the scheme be kept under review, 




particularly with regard to take up from small businesses 




and a further report be submitted to Cabinet if 






necessary.
The above decision has been made to enable the Council to progress towards achieving an Active and Healthy Gateshead.             

C242
TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR 16 – 19 COMMISSIONING 


Consideration has been given to the transfer of responsibility for the commissioning of 16-19 education and training from the Learning and Skills Council to the Council and to the new legal, financial and human resource arrangements to be put in place.  

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed new regional and sub-regional 




planning arrangements, including the Tyne and Wear 




with Northumberland sub-regional grouping be 





approved. 

(ii) That North Tyneside Council acting as lead authority for the sub-regional arrangements, subject to this being kept under review, and support in principle for the establishment of a shared service to support sub-regional working be approved.

(iii) That the requirement for LSC employees to transfer to the Council on 1 April 2010 and become part of the establishment within Learning and Children, funded by a special purpose grant for a period of three years be approved.
(iv) That the Group Director Learning and Children, following consultation with the Strategic Directors for Finance and ICT and for Legal and Corporate Services, be authorised to make arrangements for the transfer and management of existing funding contracts agreed by the LSC with learning providers with effect from 1 April 2010.
(v) That the Group Director, Learning and Children be authorised to develop and agree a Memorandum of Understanding with the National Apprenticeship Service to ensure the local need for apprenticeships is met.
(vi) That the Group Director, Learning and Children be requested to develop the local commissioning plan for 16-19 provision in Gateshead, and to present this annually for approval by Cabinet.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council meets its statutory responsibilities under the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Act 2009.

C243
EARLY YEARS SINGLE FUNDING FORMULA AND FLEXIBLE EXTENSION TO 
THE FREE EARLY YEARS ENTITLEMENT

Consideration has been given to:

a)
the application to Department for Children, Schools and Families 



(DCSF) for pathfinder status to implement the Early Years Single Funding 


Formula (EYSFF) from April 2010;

b) 
a consultation with all Early Years providers (in both the maintained 
(schools) and Private, Voluntary and Independent (PVI) sectors) around 
proposed changes to admission limits and consequential funding limits;

c) 
an extension to the current consultation period on admission limits 
to 
maintained nursery classes from September 2011, in order to align with 
other proposed changes.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the decision to apply for pathfinder status be 




endorsed.

(ii)
That the decision to continue to develop an appropriate 



protocol for setting funding and admission limits relating 



to the free entitlement for 3 and 4 year olds, before 




consulting with all providers and relevant stakeholders 



be approved.

(iii)
That the extension to the consultation period on 




admission limits to maintained nursery settings from 




September 2011, until July 2010 be approved. 


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
As Schools’ Forum has already approved the 





formula the Council is well placed to proceed as 




planned to implement the EYSFF from April 2010. 




Without the EYSFF no other system is in place to 




fund the additional 2 ½ hours of universal free 





entitlement from September 2010

(B) 
The EYSFF has been the subject of thorough 
consultation. 

(C) 
Thorough impact assessments have been carried 
out, and funding for providers facing financial 
difficulty as a result of the EYSFF can apply for 
contingency funding.
(D) 
The proposed arrangements to establish funding 
limits will allow the Council some control over the 
market, thus supporting its duty to secure 
sufficient childcare.

(E) 
The introduction of a protocol, based on a panel 
decision, to deal with requests to change the 
number of free entitlement sessions the Council is 
able to fund, will establish fairness and equity 
across the sector.
(F) 
The proposed protocol will make it easier for 
providers to plan to provide flexible places based 
on parental demand

(G) 
Under the proposed arrangements, providers will 
be able to admit children up to their admission 
limit, however they will not be funded for any take 
up above the funding limit.





(H)
Changing the date of the consultation period 





around nursery admission limits will enable the 





Council to ensure a more coordinated approach 




to responding to potential changes in delivery 





patterns for the flexible free entitlement.
C244
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of local authority school 
governors to the governing bodies of schools where vacancies have arisen.

RESOLVED -
That the appointment of the following local authority 





school governors to schools where there are vacancies 




for a period of four years from the date indicated be 





approved:
	
School


Blaydon West 
	
Appointment


Mr N Bradshaw 
	Date from

09.02.10

	
Emmaville
	
Reverend Andrew 
Holmes
	09.02.10



The above decision has been made to ensure that the Local Authority is


represented on the governing bodies concerned.
C245
PETITIONS SCHEDULE

Consideration has been given to an update on petitions submitted to the Council 
and the action taken on them.

RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be noted.





 


The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of the 
petitions received.
C246
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C247
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.
C248
ACQUISITION OF HAWKS ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, GATESHEAD 
(Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the acquisition of the freehold interest in Hawks Road Industrial Estate, Gateshead.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the acquisition of the freehold interest of the Hawks 



Road Industrial Estate at a capital cost plus estimated 



additional costs as set out in the report be approved.







(ii)
That the management of the site by the Council until 




such time as vacant possession is secured and the 




buildings demolished be approved. 




(iii)
That the Strategic Director Legal and Corporate 




Services following consultation with the Strategic 




Director, Finance and ICT be authorised to: 

a) undertake legal due diligence on the site and a report to be brought back to Cabinet should this reveal any matters which fundamentally affect the viability or financial profile in relation to the site

b) undertake all legal formalities necessary to secure the site and facilitate its future use.

 
 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To secure control of a gateway site at the 





entrance to Gateshead Quays and Baltic 





Business Quarter.

(B) 
To enable the comprehensive development of the 
site in conjunction with GQ2 which is already in 
Council ownership. 

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available online and in the minute file.  Please note access restrictions apply for exempt business as defined by the Access to Information Act.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 11 February 2010 




Chair…………………..
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