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REPORT TO CABINET



 

26 January 2009

TITLE OF REPORT:
Nexus Accessible Bus Nework Design Project

REPORT OF:

Derek Quinn, Group Director, Development and 





Enterprise 


Purpose of the Report

1.
The report sets out the background and results of Nexus’ Accessible Bus Network Design project.  It also sets out proposals for consultation on the draft outcomes of the project.


Background

2.
In 2008, Nexus and the then Passenger Transport Authority undertook a review of the Tyne & Wear Bus Strategy, which was originally published as an annex to the 2nd Local Transport Plan.  A draft of that revised strategy was released for consultation and considered by Cabinet in December 2008.

 

3. The revised strategy was adopted by the Integrated Transport Authority (ITA) in March 2009.  The strategy:

· refreshed the previous strategy

· analysed trends and set out revised targets and performance measures

· expanded on the actions identified in the LTP to increase the attractiveness of bus services

· launched the Accessible Bus Network Design Project

Proposal

4.
The objective of the Accessible Bus Network Design Project is ‘to design an accessible bus network for Tyne and Wear that delivers the best possible accessibility for local residents and assists in the achievement of the accessibility targets contained within the Bus Strategy’.

5.
Work has progressed through the latter part of the year and Nexus have now released a draft network for consultation with Members, the public and other stakeholders.  Nexus have requested that this be a joint consultation exercise with the Council

6.
The network proposals and plans are included in Appendix 2.  The main network revisions for Gateshead are:

· The LinkUp service will no longer operate.

· In western Gateshead, the existing R6/R7 circular and Winlaton taxibus services will be replaced by a new, more frequent, R4 service, serving Clara Vale, Ryton, Blaydon, Winlaton Mill, Rowlands Gill and a new link to Burnopfield.

· A new taxibus service will link Ryton, Stargate, Blaydon Burn, Winlaton, Barlow, High Spen and Chopwell. In combination with the R4 proposal, this would result in a reduction in service to Barlow.

· The current service 29 linking Gateshead to Kibblesworth would be split, but the two new services would still provide all existing links (including Bensham Hospital) and improved links in and between Team Valley, and Birtley.

· The 184 service between Kateregina, Birtley, Wrekenton and Washington, would be replaced partly by the new service 29 outlined above and partly by service 79 between Birtley and Washington Galleries.  This would result in the loss of links from the Rockliffe Way (Eighton Banks) area to Washington.

· The existing taxibus operation in Eighton Banks, Wrekenton and Birtley would be split and each extended to improve local links to  Leam Lane, Wrekenton Health Centre and Portobello.

· The existing off-peak service 68 between Felling Square, Stone Street, Leam Lane and Fewster Square, would be replaced by two new services.  A new off-peak service 67 would link Bill Quay, Heworth, Felling Square, Windy Nook, Stone Street, Beacon Lough and Wrekenton restoring the direct link between Beacon Lough and Heworth.  A new off-peak service 68 linking Bill Quay, Heworth, Felling Square, Windy Nook, Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Easedale Gardens and Wrekenton.
· Nexus are also looking to provide additional evening and Sunday services.
7. While there will be some localised concerns about the changes proposed, the revised network provides an overall better service for the Borough and is a reasonable starting point for what will be a comprehensive consultation exercise.

8. There will be an extensive range of opportunities for everyone to give their opinion on the proposed network during the consultation period.  The proposed programme includes:
· Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group – 11th February 2010

· Economy Skills, Housing & Transport Partnership – 18th March 2010

· All Area Forums

· A series of public events across the Borough

· A web-based consultation

· Consultation leaflets distributed on-bus

9. A further report will be submitted to Cabinet following completion of the consultation, setting out the preferred network for implementation.

Recommendations

10.
It is recommended that Cabinet approve:

(i) a joint consultation exercise with Nexus on the proposed Accessible Bus Network set out in Appendix 2 of this report;

(ii) the proposed consultation programme set out in paragraph 8, including a meeting of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group on 11 February 2010.


For the following reason:

To enable the improvement of bus services across the Borough.

CONTACT:  Nick Clennett – ext. 2526 
PLAN REF: 3511












APPENDIX 1


Policy Context

1. The proposed Bus Strategy supports the Council’s sustainable community strategy, Vision 2030, which sets out a vision for Gateshead of ‘local people realising their full potential enjoying the best quality of life in a healthy, equal, safe, prosperous and sustainable Gateshead’.  The strategy also supports the UDP, Local Agenda 21 and the Tyne and Wear Local Transport Plan (LTP).
Background

2. In 2008, Nexus and the then Passenger Transport Authority undertook a review of the Tyne & Wear Bus Strategy, which was originally published as an annex to the 2nd Local Transport Plan.  A draft of that revised strategy was released for consultation and considered by Cabinet in December 2008.

3. The revised strategy was adopted by the Integrated Transport Authority (ITA) in March 2009.  The strategy:
· refreshed the previous strategy

· analysed trends and set out revised targets and performance measures

· expanded on the actions identified in the LTP to increase the attractiveness of bus services

· launched the Accessible Bus Network Design Project

Accessible Bus Network Design Project

4. The objective of the project is ‘to design an accessible bus network for Tyne and Wear that delivers the best possible accessibility for local residents and assists in the achievement of the accessibility targets contained within the Bus Strategy’.

5. At the outset of the project, in June 2009, Nexus and the bus operators agreed a core commercial network that would not form part of the project.  Instead, consultants would concentrate on services funded through Nexus’ secured services budget.  

6. Work has progressed through the latter part of the year and Nexus have now released a draft network for consultation with Members, the public and other stakeholders.  Nexus have requested that this be a joint consultation exercise with the Council.

Gateshead Network

7. The main network revisions for Gateshead are:

· The LinkUp service will no longer operate.

· In western Gateshead, the existing R6/R7 circular and Winlaton taxibus services will be replaced by a new, more frequent, R4 service, serving Clara Vale, Ryton, Blaydon, Winlaton Mill, Rowlands Gill and a new link to Burnopfield.

· A new taxibus service will link Ryton, Stargate, Blaydon Burn, Winlaton, Barlow, High Spen and Chopwell. In combination with the R4 proposal, this would result in a reduction in service to Barlow.

· The current service 29 linking Gateshead to Kibblesworth would be split, but the two new services would still provide all existing links (including Bensham Hospital) and improved links in and between Team Valley, and Birtley.

· The 184 service between Kateregina, Birtley, Wrekenton and Washington, would be replaced partly by the new service 29 outlined above and partly by service 79 between Birtley and Washington Galleries.  This would result in the loss of links from the Rockliffe Way (Eighton Banks) area to Washington.

· The existing taxibus operation in Eighton Banks, Wrekenton and Birtley would be split and each extended to improve local links to  Leam Lane, Wrekenton Health Centre and Portobello.

· The existing off-peak service 68 between Felling Square, Stone Street, Leam Lane and Fewster Square, would be replaced by two new services.  A new off-peak service 67 would link Bill Quay, Heworth, Felling Square, Windy Nook, Stone Street, Beacon Lough and Wrekenton restoring the direct link between Beacon Lough and Heworth.  A new off-peak service 68 linking Bill Quay, Heworth, Felling Square, Windy Nook, Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Easedale Gardens and Wrekenton.
· Nexus are also looking to provide additional evening and Sunday services.
8. A note has been provided by Nexus, attached as Appendix 2, which sets out:

· A summary of services currently funded by Nexus (and an assessment of their performance in terms of subsidy per passenger)
· A summary of the proposed changes under the Accessible Network Proposals
· A map highlighting the proposed network (in relation to the wider commercial network).
· The performance of the proposed network against the Accessibility Targets set out in the ITA Bus Strategy.

9. While there will be some localised concerns about the changes proposed, the revised network provides an overall better service for the Borough and is a reasonable starting point for what will be a comprehensive consultation exercise.

10. The proposed network would be delivered within the limits of the existing Nexus secured services budget.

`

11. A further report will be submitted to Cabinet following completion of the consultation, setting out the preferred network for implementation.


Consultation

13. There will be an extensive range of opportunities for everyone to give their opinion on the proposed network during the consultation period.  The proposed programme includes:

· Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group – 11th February 2010

· Economy Skills, Housing & Transport Partnership – 18th March 2010

· All Area Forums

· A series of public events across the Borough

· A web-based consultation

· Consultation leaflets distributed on-bus

14. The Cabinet Members for Economy, Housing and Transport, Sustainable Communities: West, Sustainable Communities: Inner West, Sustainable Communities: Central, Sustainable Communities: South and Sustainable Communities: East have been consulted on the proposed network and consultation programme.

Alternative Options
15. The alternative to the recommendations is to reject the proposed network and consultation exercise, retaining the existing network of services.

Implications of Recommended Options

16.
Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that there are no financial implications arising from this report.
17.
Risk Management Implications – There are no risk management implications.

18.
Human Resources Implications – There are no human resources implications.

19.
Equality and Diversity Implications – There are no equality and diversity implications.
20.
Crime and Disorder Implications – There are no crime and disorder implications.

21.
Health Implications – The implications around access to health services will be addressed as part of the consultation process.

22.
Sustainability Implications – There are no sustainability implications.

23.
Human Rights Implications – There are no human rights implications.
24.
Area/Ward Implications – All wards will be affected.
Background Information

25.
Further background information is contained in:
· Report to Cabinet on ‘Response to Consultation – Bus Services in Tyne & Wear’ 16th December 2008
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