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COUNCIL MEETING

21 January 2010

GATESHEAD COUNCIL

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

This is the report of the Cabinet. Its purpose is to report on issues for the period November and December 2009 and January 2010. 

PROGRESS ON KEY ISSUES 

2. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES – AREAS

South Neighbourhood Management Area


The Gateshead Housing Company is working on an application for a Keep Britain Tidy - Cleaner, Safer, Greener Award for the Wrekenton area covering Beacon Lough East, Seven Stars and Springwell estates. This will be submitted in February. 

As part of the application process, a neighbourhood plan based on local priorities, needs and opportunities is being developed around the Cleaner, Safer, Greener theme. A workshop was held with residents from the three estates on 1 December which looked at progress and priorities. Following this, a second workshop was held with partners on 16 December to develop an action plan. This will be presented to a meeting of the Wrekenton Community Partnership in the near future and to the South Area Forum in March. 

The Gateshead Housing Company will find out in March whether or not the application has been successful. 

West Neighbourhood Management Area

The Council has been working with Bleach Green Residents Association for approximately 12 months to develop community led diversionary activities for young people – Street Kids. The project has been successful in securing funding from the Safer Gateshead Partnership and Northumbria Police Authority, to provide activities for young people. 

The project is a unique and highly effective way to help improve the neighbourhood by bringing together local people's knowledge of their own area with the expertise of officers working within that neighbourhood. Volunteers from the neighbourhood are instrumental in identifying the issues and challenges as well as generating options and ideas for solutions. 

Representatives from the project, including young people, were recently interviewed for a showcase DVD to illustrate the advantages of community led youth interventions in the task of addressing youth disorder at a local level. 

Central Neighbourhood Management Area

Following on from the successful completion and launch of the film "Gateshead: No Stranger to Change" (available to view on the Council website), a short film will be produced that promotes the role of Gateshead's Street Representatives. It will feature contributions from existing Representatives, explaining what they do and the satisfaction they derive from being involved. The film will be available online on the Council’s website from February 2010. 

East Neighbourhood Management Area

It was reported to Council on 5 November 2009 that Gateshead is an early adopter for the Connecting Communities programme, with the focus being the Felling ward. This is a programme to promote democratic renewal and strengthen the power and responsibility of local government in strengthening local democracy, giving citizens a much bigger role in shaping the places in which they live and the public services they use. 

Using information from The Gateshead Housing Company, the Vitality Index and the National Indices for Multiple Deprivation, and where work is currently being undertaken within the Ward, some communities were identified as potential locations. This was presented to Felling Ward Elected Members, The Gateshead Housing Company’s East Area Housing Management Team and the East Area Portfolio, and it was decided that the locations to focus on were:

· Stoneygate

· Brandling

· Abbotsford Road (Felling House)

Neighbourhood engagement experts appointed by CLG will lead the work and Area Forum partners involved in delivering services within these two communities will be involved in the creation of the service offer and creation of a neighbourhood agreement for these communities. These will be completed by March 2010. 

3. CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Youth4U- Young Inspectors Programme

Gateshead has been successful in being awarded funding under the Youth4U - Young Inspectors programme. The programme will operate till March 2011. 
The programme is being operated by the Look Listen Change consortium and is hosted by the National Children’s Bureau (NCB). The Look Listen Change consortium includes the British Youth Council, KIDS, the National Centre for Excellence in Residential Child Care (NCERCC) and the Council for Disabled Children (CDC). Look Listen Change is funded by the Department for Children, Schools and Families. 
The consortium works with local authorities across England to give disadvantaged and marginalised young people greater influence over services in their areas, through the Youth4U – Young Inspectors programme. Young Inspectors are also encouraged to achieve accredited qualifications through the programme. 

In Gateshead, it is hoped that 30 young people, aged between 13 and 19, will be recruited and trained to become Young Inspectors by March 2010. Since November 2010, 10 young people have successfully completed the training. Two inspections were completed in December, and it is hoped a third will be completed by March 2010. Once the inspection report is completed and approved by the NCB, the Young Inspectors are paid £75 per inspection. After six months, the service will be re-inspected. It is hoped that 12 inspections will be completed in 2010, in addition to the six monthly reviews. 

4. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, HOUSING AND TRANSPORT

Self Employment Engagement Work

In March 2009, in order to make government grants, subsidies and advice more targeted and easier to access, the Government introduced a streamlined portfolio of business support products via the ‘Business Support Simplification Programme’. This process has reduced the thousands of publicly funded support schemes delivered via Business Link to 30, via one transparent and easy to find portfolio of products under the readily identifiable banner, Solutions for Business.

The Council recognised that not all clients were ready to begin trading and write a business plan, and could be classed as ‘pre pre start’ clients. These individuals most often need assistance and advice to think through and develop their business idea, as well as accessing personal development support. Between April and November 2009, the Council has engaged with 210 local residents in exploring self-employment. In addition, 38 further enquiries for either support in finding premises or general business support were referred to Business Link. 
Money Matters - A Strategy for Financial Inclusion 

Financial exclusion creates a cycle of poverty and is linked to many other problems in society as well as many aspects of inequality of opportunity, health, status, education, and life chances. Gateshead is the 10th highest local authority area where 40% or more of its wards have high levels of debt without access to affordable credit. 

A number of co-ordinated events have taken place in Gateshead to raise awareness of the support available to local residents encountering financial difficulties, by key organisations such as Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB), Department of Works and Pensions and various Council services. Over 400 people have attended these events and have been given a range of financial advice, notably 144 around pension credits and 60 on specific debt advice. 

The Councils’ Tax and Benefits Service have received 376 additional enquires as a result of their involvement in these events, through the financial inclusion publicity campaigns or referrals from other organisations, resulting in benefits being awarded of £60,348. Since the introduction of the Councils’ new online benefit calculator in late April this year, over 3,500 calculations have been carried out with 166 people being entitled to Pension Credit. Many organisations now have a link from their own websites and actively promote it to their clients. 

A steering group has been formed, to identify and support people experiencing financial hardship, with representatives from the Council, The Gateshead Housing Company, CAB, Job Centre Plus, Credit Union and Five Lamps, a charitable financial institution. 

Local Development Scheme

The second revision of the Council's Local Development Scheme was agreed by Cabinet on 15 December and submitted to Government Office for the North East on 18 December 2009. 

The Local Development Scheme sets out the timetable for the Local Development Framework documents that are to be produced over the next three years. The timetable includes the Joint Core Strategy with Newcastle Council, which is currently progressing and is timetabled to be adopted in July 2012. The Local Development Scheme also provides a useful synopsis of the Local Development Framework process and lists other relevant plans and strategies. 

Electric Vehicles

Working with partners that include the Department of Transport, One North East and Newcastle City Council, to further reduce our carbon footprint, electric cars have been made available to the Council from 1 December. These will be used in operational areas to provide a suitable test of vehicle performance. Employees in Local Environmental Services and Development and Enterprise have been taking part in the trial, which will be used in operational areas to provide a suitable test of vehicle performance. 

The cars have been supplied for a six week trial by CENEX (the Centre of Excellence for Low Carbon and Fuel Cell Technologies). The cars have been used for site visits around the Borough. Members of the public have also been given the opportunity to test these cars at special events at The Sage Gateshead and the MetroCentre. 

Waste Partnership Update

The Partnership held a consensus evaluation meeting on 17 December. The Joint Executive Committee announced the evaluation outcome on 18 December, selecting two of the three bidders to continue in the process. The successful companies were SITA and United Utilities. 

Green Solution for Leaves

A scheme has been introduced to process street sweeping waste more efficiently during autumn. Leaves are segregated from other street waste and composted instead of being sent to landfill. This will help to boost the council’s overall recycling and composting performance. In the first 3 weeks of the scheme, over 1,000 tonnes of leaves have been diverted from landfill and sent for composting, helping to reduce landfill tax and transportation costs. 

6.   SAFER, STRONGER COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE 


Gateshead Heritage @ St Mary’s

On 15 December Gateshead Heritage @ St Mary’s celebrated it first year of opening. Since the building opened, over 25,000 people have visited the Centre. 

Of these 2,637 were children visiting as part of the education programme. In addition, the Centre’s Education Officer has delivered sessions to a further 2,227 children as part of the outreach programme. To date, 38 Gateshead schools have used our service. 

Regular events throughout the year have included local history talks, a reading group and a proggy mat making group. There have also been two very successful family history fairs, and two equally successful craft fairs. 

7.
CONCLUSION 

The Council is asked to note this report.  
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