
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

15 December 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Mearns (in the Chair)

Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham,  

L Green, M McNestry and P Mole 
Apologies for absence: 
Councillors M Henry and J McElroy

C190
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 1December 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C191
TENDERS AND CONTRACTS 


(i)
Contract for the Processing of Green Waste

Consideration has been given to tenders received for the contract for the processing of green waste.

RESOLVED -  
That the tender from SITA be accepted for the 





contract for the processing of green waste for a period of 36 



months with an option to extend for up to a further 3 x 12 month 


periods.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) The tender is the most economically advantageous received.

(B) To meet recycling targets in the Joint Municipal Waste Strategy.

(C) To ensure LATS compliance.

(ii)
Contract and Tender for the Design and Build of New Council Homes

Consideration has been given to contracts for the design and build of new council homes.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That Keepmoat Limited be appointed to design and build 



45 flats and 6 bungalows with communal facilities at 




Waverley Road, Harlow Green.




(ii)
That tenders be invited from the seven shortlisted 




contractors (following the evaluation of pre-qualification 



questionnaires) for the contract to build eight bungalows 



at Hallgarth Road, Winlaton and four bungalows at 




Norfolk Avenue, Birtley.


The above decisions have been made to progress plans to build new council homes across the borough and meet the needs and aspirations of current and future residents.

(iii) Contract for the Provision of Banking Services

Consideration has been given to the contract for the provision of banking services on behalf of the Council, Northumbria Police Authority, The Gateshead Housing Company and Charitable Funds.

RESOLVED - 
That the sole tender received from The Co-operative Bank Plc 


be accepted subject to agreement of terms and conditions of 


contract.  


The above decision has been made because the tender satisfies the criteria of the contract.

C192
KIBBLESWORTH – DISPOSAL OF LAND


Consideration has been given to the disposal of land held for housing purposes in 
Kibblesworth at less than market value, to enable regeneration of the area and 
provide affordable homes to replace existing defective Airey properties and new 
private dwellings to meet the needs and aspirations of local people.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That Keepmoat Limited be appointed as preferred 



developer.




(ii)
That the disposal of land A, as identified in the report, 




under section 32 of the Housing Act 1985 to Keelman 




Homes Ltd at £nil cost be approved (subject to 





Secretary of State approval).




(iii)
The disposal of land B, as identified in the report, under 



section 32 of the Housing Act 1985 to Keepmoat Ltd for 



£666,450 be approved (subject to Secretary of State 




approval).

(iv) That the provision of financial assistance, under section 


25 of the Local Government Act 1988 in the amount of 


£666,450 to Keelman Homes Ltd as a contribution 



towards the cost of constructing the new affordable 



homes and regenerating the area be approved (subject 


to Secretary of State approval).
(v) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 



Services be authorised to:  

(a) Seek the consent of the Secretary of State for the 


disposal of the land held under the Housing Act 


1985 at less than best consideration; 

(b) Seek the consent of the Secretary of State to provide financial assistance to Keelman Homes Ltd; and, 

(c) Enter into a performance guarantee with the Homes and Community Agency in respect of the funding it is providing to Keelman Homes. 


The above decision has been made for the following reason:

To build new homes for affordable rent and sale at Kibblesworth and thereby meet the needs and aspirations of current and future tenants and residents.

(Councillor P Mole declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the above matter because he is a Director of Keelman Homes and withdrew from the meeting whilst the matter was under consideration).

C193
BENSHAM AND SALTWELL PUBLIC SPACES IMPROVEMENTS


Consideration has been given to a programme of environmental improvements in 
Bensham and Saltwell. 
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the improvement proposals for Bewick Road Park 



at a cost of £150,000 in the current financial year and 




£191,000 in 2010/11 and improvement proposals for 




Hilda Street / Balfour Street at a cost of £20,000 in the 



current financial year and streetscaping improvements at 



Coatsworth and Whitehall Roads at a cost of £90,000 in 



the current financial year be approved.

(ii) That the negotiation of contracts for the above works up to the amounts referred to, with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, based on a combination of competitive rates and the Highway Drainage and Street Lighting contract rates be approved.




(iii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 




authorised to place orders with the Group Director, Local 




Environmental Services subject to the costs and tenders 




being within the total of the respective allocations.
The above decisions have been made for the following reason:


Positive management measures are necessary to promote the regeneration of the 
Bensham and Saltwell neighbourhood as a desirable residential area and contribute 
to sustainable communities.

C194
REVISION OF THE COUNCIL REDEPLOYMENT, REDUNDANCY AND 
RETIREMENT POLICIES 


Consideration has been given to revisions to the Redeployment, Redundancy and Retirement Policies. .


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the proposed 




amendments to the Redeployment, Redundancy and 





Retirement Policies as detailed in the report.



The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To introduce some pay protection for employees 
redeployed for health, medical or disability 
grounds;






(B)
To harmonise the Council’s voluntary and 





compulsory redundancy packages.






(C)
To be more explicit about the terms under which 




flexible retirement applications will be considered 




by the Council.
C195
BENEFITS TO EMPLOYEES INJURED ON DUTY

Consideration has been given to amending the current Benefits to Employees Injured on Duty scheme to enable an injury allowance to continue beyond the age of 65.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to amend the 




Benefits to Employees Injured on Duty Scheme by 




adding the following paragraph at 4 (c) of the Scheme 



document:

 



‘The Council will review the allowance on an annual basis and, 


in particular, will review it on the person reaching normal 



retirement age (i.e. 65 years).  The Council will have regard to 


the pension benefit that the person would have received if they 


had not sustained the injury and had continued working to age 


65, and the amount of any shortfall.  However, the person must 


not be placed in a better financial position than that in which 



they would otherwise have been and a reassessment at age 65 


could therefore lead to a person receiving a nil allowance.’  

The above decision has been made to clarify the position of recipients of an injury allowance when they reach 65 years of age.
C196
THE WHISTLEBLOWING POLICY FOR EMPLOYEES

Consideration has been given to the revised Confidential Reporting Code, which it 
is proposed in future should be known as ‘The Whistleblowing Policy for 
Employees’.
RESOLVED -
That Council be recommended to:




(i)
approve the revised policy and;

(ii)
agree that it be named ‘The Whistleblowing Policy for 




Employees’, rather 
than ‘The Confidential Reporting 




Code’.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To bring the policy in line and in the same format 
as other organisations.

(B) 
To ensure the name of the policy reflects its 
purpose.

(C) 
Make it known that this policy can be used to 
raise concerns regarding potential acts of fraud.

C197
REVIEW OF WORKLESSNESS

Consideration has been given to the evidence and findings of a recent review of 
worklessness undertaken by the Sustainable Communities People Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee (OSC), which was followed by an officer led Service 
Improvement review into the subject..
RESOLVED -
(i)
That the analysis of evidence and findings outlined in the 



Sustainable Communities People OSC report as set out 



in Appendix 2 be noted.

(ii) That the recommendations from the Sustainable Communities People OSC as specified in the Delivery Plan at Appendix 3 be endorsed. 


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons: 

(A) 
To reduce levels of worklessness in Gateshead, 
as identified within the Corporate Plan, Vision 
2030 and the Gateshead Agreement.





(B)
Raising the number of people in work, especially 




employment that requires higher-level skills will 




help the borough’s long-term economic wellbeing.  




This will bring improved self -esteem, better 





health and an enhanced quality of life for 





individuals and promote economic growth that will 




improve the economic prosperity of the borough 




as a whole. 

C198
GATESHEAD’S CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PLAN REVIEW 


2009-2010  


Consideration has been given to the Children and Young People’s Plan Review 
2009-2010. 

RESOLVED - 
That the updated Children and Young People’s Plan Review for 2010 be approved.


 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To enable the Children and Young People’s 




Partnership to deliver the plan.






(B)
To ensure that outcomes for children and young 




people remain a high priority for the Council and 




its partners. The Children and Young People’s 





Plan review will ensure further improvements in 




services are developed and that current 






arrangements for improving outcomes are 





strengthened. 






(C)
The review also maintains compliance with the 





statutory requirement for local authorities to 





produce an annual review.
C199
REVIEW OF INTEGRATED YOUTH SUPPORT SERVICES


Consideration has been given to a review to investigate and make proposals about 
Integrated Youth Support Services across the Borough.


RESOLVED - 
That the proposals to review the provision of Integrated 




Youth Support Services in Gateshead be approved. 


The above decision has been made to ensure a modern, responsive and integrated 
Youth Support Service that meets local need and provides value for money.
C200
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of local authority school 
governors to the governing bodies of schools where vacancies have arisen.

RESOLVED -
That the appointment of the following local authority 





school governors to schools where there are vacancies 




for a period of four years from the date indicated be 





approved:
	School

Glynwood
	Appointment

Ms H Maddison
	Date from

13.02.10

	St Josephs, Highfield
	Mr P Bradley
	15.12.09



The above decision has been made to ensure that the Local Authority is


represented on the governing bodies concerned.
C201
REVIEW OF LETTINGS POLICY


Consideration has been given to changes to the council’s lettings policy, following 
the lettings policy review, consideration by the Sustainable Communities Place 
Advisory Group and the release of Communities and Local Government (CLG) 
Code of Guidance for Choice Based Lettings and allocations Code of Guidance 
Consultation Document “Fair and Flexible”.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed Phase 2 changes to the Lettings 



Policy as summarised in Appendix 2 to the report and 



development of ICT systems be approved.


 

(ii) That the comments of the Sustainable Communities 




Place Advisory Group at Appendix 3 to the report be 




noted.


(iii) That the implementation of the new lettings policy relating to homelessness prevention with immediate effect be approved.

(iv) That the Group Director, Community Based Services following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Housing, be authorised to make minor amendments to the lettings policy if required by the release of new statutory guidance on social housing allocations for local authorities in England. 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To ensure a transparent policy which is user 






friendly to both officers and service users.

(B) 
To ensure that the policy is compliant with 
legislative requirements.

(C) 
To enable the council to fulfil its statutory duties 
more effectively.

(D) 
To ensure that the policy is robust and explicit.

(E) 
To ensure that the policy is practical in terms of IT 
considerations.

(F) 
To enable the Council to meet targets set by CLG 
in relation to reduction in use of temporary 
accommodation.

C202
TRANSFER OF MISCELLANEOUS PROPERTIES


Consideration has been given to approving in principle the transfer four properties 
into the ownership of The Gateshead Housing Company (TGHC), or its subsidiary 
Keelman Homes Ltd, who will then be able to modernise or adapt properties as 
necessary in 
order to make them fit for habitation.  TGHC would then manage and 
maintain the 
properties and the Council would receive 100% nomination rights in 
perpetuity.

RESOLVED -  
(i)
That the following properties be declared surplus to the 



Council’s requirements:

· Brandling Caretakers House, Felling

· Clover Hill Bungalow

· Rowlands Gill Caretakers House

· Victoria Bungalow, Rowlands Gill

(ii) That the transfer of the properties into the ownership of TGHC or its subsidiary Keelman Homes Ltd be approved in principle.

(iii) That a further report be submitted detailing the transfer arrangements to TGHC or its subsidiary Keelman Homes Ltd.

The above decisions have been made to bring empty properties back into use to meet housing need and demand in the borough

C203
GATESHEAD INTERNATIONAL STADIUM (GIS) – REVISED DRAFT 
DEVELOPMENT BRIEF


Consideration has been given to a revised draft development brief for the GIS 
Development Site prior to public consultation, and the placing of a Prior Indicative 
Notice to aid the future procurement of a developer and operator at the GIS site.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the revised Draft Development Brief be approved 



for public consultation, with a view to a final 





Development Brief being submitted to Cabinet in Spring 



2010.

(ii) 
That the Group Director, Development and  Enterprise 



be authorised to issue a Prior Indicative Notice.

The above decisions have been made to achieve the best possible redevelopment 
of the Gateshead International Stadium site that meets the Council’s aspirations for 
the creation of a stadium ‘Sports Village’.
C204
SECOND REVISION OF THE GATESHEAD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

Consideration has been given to the second revision of the Gateshead Local Development Scheme (LDS) before it is submitted formally to the Government Office for the North East (GONE).

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the revised LDS be approved for submission to  




Government Office North East.

(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, following consultation with the Chief Executive and Leader of the Council, be authorised to agree any final amendments resulting from further discussions with  Government Office.



The above decisions have been made to comply with the Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004 and to facilitate the process for making any necessary further 
changes.

C205
LOW CARBON VEHICLE PROCUREMENT PROGRAMME


Consideration has been given to participation in the Low Carbon Vehicle 
Procurement Programme (LCVPP). 


RESOLVED - 
That the Council’s continued involvement in the LVCPP and the 



procurement of all-electric and hybrid technology vehicles as 



set out in the report be approved.  



The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) This programme will contribute to the Council’s sustainability agenda.

(B) The Council will be the leading North East authority for the use of such technologies.

(C) The level of grant support available means that high technology assets can be purchased for the cost of traditional diesel equivalents.

C206
GRANTS AND AWARDS 


Consideration has been given to the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory 
Group on whether or not to approve applications for grant support in 2009/10.

RESOLVED -
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on 



the applications for grant support in 2009/10 as set out in 




appendix 2 to the report be endorsed.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the grants and awards programme is used to maximise benefits to local communities and is managed effectively.

C207
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C208
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.
C209
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to a new lease and a property disposal.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That lease of Pelaw Quarry Pond to Lakeside Angling 



Club on the terms and conditions set out in the report be 



approved. 




(ii)
That the disposal of 576 Durham Road to Mr Dyal Singh 



on the terms and conditions set out in the report be 




approved.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 16 December 2009 




Chair…………………..
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