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REPORT TO CABINET



 


15 December 2009
TITLE OF REPORT:
Second Revision of the Gateshead Local Development Scheme

REPORT OF:

Derek Quinn Group Director Development and Enterprise


Purpose of the Report

1.
The purpose of this report is to seek Cabinet approval of the second revision of the Gateshead Local Development Scheme (LDS) before it is submitted formally to the Government Office for the North East (GONE).


Background

2.
Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, Local Authorities are required to produce an LDS which sets out its programme of plan preparation for the next three years. Cabinet approved the Council’s initial LDS on 22 March 2005 and the first revision on 20 March 2007. The LDS now requires a second revision to programme the forthcoming documents that are to be produced over the following three years. 

3. Progress on achieving the timetable set out in the LDS will be assessed as part of the annual monitoring process and the LDS will be adjusted accordingly. It is important that the timetable is realistic and deliverable. 

Proposal

4.
The proposed revised LDS is attached in Appendix 2 of this report. It sets out a programme for the preparation of the Local Development Framework documents up to the end of 2012 including those to be carried out jointly with Newcastle City Council. 


Recommendations

5.
It is recommended that Cabinet:

(i) Approves the revised LDS for submission to the Government Office North East.

(ii)
Authorises the Group Director of Development and Enterprise, in consultation with the Chief Executive and Leader of the Council, to agree any final amendments resulting from further discussions with the Government Office.


CONTACT:  Lucy Greenfield  
extension: 3499


PLAN REF: 3265



APPENDIX 1


Policy Context

1.
The development plan is a key in achieving the Council’s overall vision for Gateshead. The Gateshead Unitary Development Plan (UDP) has regard to the current Community Strategy Vision 2030. Future Local Development Framework (LDF) documents, in particular, the Core Strategy will be in conformity with Vision 2030 and will replace the UDP. 

2.
Other regional, sub-regional and local strategic documents and how they relate to the Local Development Framework process is detailed within the LDS.  In accordance with current legislation in Planning Policy Statement 12 (PPS12), future development plan documents will be prepared in conformity with the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS).

Background

3.
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 introduced major reforms to the development plan system in England. The former system of UDPs, Structure Plans and Local Plans is being replaced with LDFs, which comprise a set of local development documents (LDDs).

4.
The LDS is a public statement setting out details of which LDDs will be produced in what order and when. It is the starting point for local communities and stakeholders to find out what local planning policies relate to their area. Thus it informs all interested parties about the planning process and context.

Consultation

5.
Government Office for the North East, have been consulted on the draft LDS and support the proposed approach.  The Cabinet Members for Economy, Housing and Transport have also been consulted.

Alternative Options

6. There are no alternative options that would satisfy the statutory duty to submit a revised LDS.

Implications of Recommended Options

7. Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that the cost of producing the revised Local Development Scheme will be accommodated within existing resources.

9.
Risk Management Implications – None
10.
Human Resources Implications – None

11.
Equality and Diversity Implications – None

12.
Crime and Disorder Implications – None

13.
Sustainability Implications – A sustainability appraisal will be carried out for development plan documents produced where necessary as part of the Local Development Framework process.

14.
Human Rights Implications – None.

15.
Health Implications – None.

15.
Area and Ward Implications – The LDS applies to the entire Borough and is not specifically targeted towards any particular ward area.

Background Information

· Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (www.communities.gov.uk) 

· Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks (www.communities.gov.uk)
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