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REPORT TO CABINET


15 December 2009 

TITLE OF REPORT:
Appointment of Local Authority School Governors  
REPORT OF:

Maggie Atkinson, Group Director, Learning and Children  

Purpose of the Report 

1. Cabinet is asked to appoint Local Authority (LA) School Governors to schools where vacancies have arisen, in accordance with Regulation 6 of The School Governance (Constitution)(England) Regulations 2003.  It is proposed that Cabinet approve the appointments to schools as shown in Appendix 2.

   

Background 

2. The School Governance (Constitution)(England) Regulations 2003 require all governing bodies to adopt a new model for their size and membership by 31 August 2006.  Guiding principles prescribe which categories of governor must be represented and what the level of representation is for each. There are compulsory stakeholder groups for each category of school; parents, school staff and the LA.  Sponsors form an additional, optional group.  

Proposal 

3. The appointment of Local Authority School Governors will be for a period of four years.  The proposed appointees have received clearance from the Criminal Records Bureau.


Recommendations

4. It is recommended that Cabinet approves the appointment of Local Authority School Governors where there is a vacancy, for a period of four years with effect from the date stated in Appendix 2.


For the following reason(s):


To ensure School Governing Bodies have full membership.

CONTACT: Jacqueline Ridley  extension: 8624
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1


Policy Context 

1. The School Governance (Constitution)(England) Regulations 2003 enable schools to choose the level of governor representations, including LA governor representation in accordance with guiding principles.

2. LA governors continue to be appointed by the LA under Regulation 6 of the School Governance (Constitution)(England) Regulations 2004.  The LA also appoints where a casual vacancy occurs or where members’   terms of office expire.


Background

3. The School Governance (Constitution)(England) Regulations 2003 came into force on 20 March 2003 allowing governing bodies until 31 August 2006 to comply with the new framework.  Guiding principles prescribe categories of governor and the level of representation for each category.  There are compulsory stakeholder groups for each category of school; parents, school staff and the Local Authority (LA).  Sponsors form an additional, optional group.

4. Community schools have representation from the community, Voluntary Aided Schools have representation from the Church, and Voluntary Controlled Schools have representation from both community and Church.

5. The proportion of places on the governing body is as follows:

· Parent governors: at least one-third;

· Staff governors: at least two places, but no more than one-third, including the Head Teacher;

· LA appointed governors: one-fifth;

· Community governors: at least one-fifth.

6. The proportion of places reserved in Voluntary Controlled schools are as follows:

· Parents: at least one-third

· Staff governors: at least two places, but no more than one-third, including the head teacher

· LA governors: at least one but no more than one-fifth

· Community Governors: at least one-tenth

· Foundation governors: at least two but no more than one quarter

7. The proportion of places on the governing body reserved in Voluntary Aided schools are as follows:

· Parents: at least one, but enough to make up at least one third of the governing body when counted with foundation governors eligible as parent governors

· Staff governors: at least two places, but no more than one-third, including the head teacher

· LA governors: at least one but no more than one-tenth

· Foundation governors: these must outnumber the other governors by two and at least a fifth must be eligible for election or appointment as parent governors.

8. In accordance with Regulation 6, LAs can appoint any eligible person as an LA governor.  Statutory guidance encourages LAs to appoint high calibre governors where schools need support, and to appoint candidates irrespective of political affiliation or preferences.  A person is disqualified as an LA governor if they are eligible to be a staff governor at the same school.

9. LAs may appoint minor authority representatives as LA governors.

10. In accordance with governing bodies’ decisions, all governors’ terms of office are for a term of four years from the date stated in Appendix 2.


Consultation

11.
The Cabinet Members for Children and Young People have been consulted.  

Alternative Options

12.
The alternative option would be to make no appointment to the vacancies, leaving governing bodies under strength and less likely to demonstrate the correct configuration.  

Implications of Recommended Option 

13.
Financial Implications - The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirms that there are no financial implications arising from this report.
14.
Risk Management Implication - None
15.
Human Resources Implications   - None
16.
Equality and Diversity Implications - None
17.
Crime and Disorder Implications - None
18.
Sustainability Implications - None
19.
Human Rights Implications – None

20.
Health Implications - None
21.
Area and Ward Implications- High Fell, Chopwell & Rowlands Gill
Background Information


The School Governance (Constitution)(England) Regulations 2003.

APPENDIX 2

LA Governor Appointments

In accordance with the School Governance (Constitution)(England) Regulations 2003 the following governors are nominated for election for a period of four years with effect from the date stated below.

	School

Glynwood
	Appointment

Ms H Maddison
	Date from

13.02.10

	St Josephs, Highfield
	Mr P Bradley
	15.12.09
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