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COUNCIL MEETING

10 December 2009

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 5 November 2009

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR J EAGLE) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, A Armstrong, D Boyes, C Bradley, M Brain, 

L Caffrey, N Callender, B Coates, S Danys, W Dick, P Dillon, C Donovan, F Donovan, K Ferdinand, M Foy, M Gannon, A Graham, M Graham, T Graham, JS Green, L Green, G Haley, J Hamilton, M Henry, F Hindle, M Hood, SK King, J Lee, J McElroy, C McHatton, M McNestry, I Mearns, J Mitchinson, P Mole, B Oliphant, M Ord, B Osborne, I Patterson, B Richmond, I Rippeth, N Rippeth, P Ronan, S Ronchetti, R Stanaway, J Turnbull, J Wallace and K Wood

APOLOGIES COUNCILLORS:


R Beadle, D Bollands, A Chatto, P Craig, S Craig, K Dodds, E Earl, P Foy, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, P Maughan, J McClurey, P McNally, Y McNicol, RD Napier, C Ord, M Wallace and N Weatherley 

Reverend Valerie Shedden, Area Dean gave the opening address.

Presentation by Mr Richardson, Head Teacher, Heworth Grange Comprehensive School

CL/52

MINUTES

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 17 September 2009 be approved.

CL/53
GREEN FLEET AWARDS
It was announced that the Council has received an award in recognition of its Green Transport Operations.  The award was presented to A Tose and G Telfer, Local Environmental Services.
CL/54

GATESHEAD MILLENNIUM BRIDGE

It was announced that the Council has been awarded a Gold Award at the North East Tourism Awards 2009, in recognition of the Summer opening times of the Gateshead Millennium Bridge across the summer.  The award was presented to Councillor L Green.

CL/55
NO SMOKING DAY AWARD
In recognition of the work undertaken to support National No Smoking Day, the Council has been awarded the ‘Best Workplace Activity Award’.  The award was presented to Councillor M Foy.
CL/56

EQUALITIES AWARD FOR SMARTER WORKING PRACTICES
The Council has been successful at the North East Equalities Award Ceremony.  The Council was awarded the Equalities Award in recognition of smarter working practices.  Councillor Henry was presented with the award.

CL/57

PRESENTATION
A Sargeant and K Zesserson, The Sage Gateshead gave a presentation outlining the ongoing work at the Sage Gateshead, as it approaches its fifth birthday.

A performance from the E2E programme was made.
CL/58

PETITIONS

A petition was submitted by Councillor R Stanaway on behalf of residents at Netherfarm Road expressing dissatisfaction at the lack of maintenance to the grass areas on the Estate.
RESOLVED - 
That the petition be received and dealt with according to Council procedure.

CL/59

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Ms L Balogh submitted the following question:

How will the children of St John the Baptist RC Primary benefit if the school is closed down?

Councillor C Donovan responded to the question.

Mrs Crook submitted the following question:

My question is regarding the restrictions on our homes which is from 8am till 9am and 2.45pm till 3.45pm Monday to Friday.  We have to move our cars at these times which is very inconvenient while parents will park outside our homes, but if a traffic warden is present he warns the parents not to park, never gives the parents a parking ticket but gives a parking ticket to residents for dropping there children of at their own homes, which is very unfair.  We would like the council to at least give us a permit to park outside our homes.

Councillor J McElroy responded to the question.

Mr R Melrose submitted the following question:

“Is the full council of Members aware, that there is anger and dismay felt by many of the surrounding residents, at the financially motivated and technically avoidable, raising of the existing school sports field to form a Sport England senior football pitch: some 1 metre above the existing Western field level and with sloping embankments down to within 5 feet of the houses’ rear fence.”  

Councillor M Graham responded to the question.

CL/60

NEW EXECUTIVE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE COUNCIL

Consideration has been given to a report outlining the proposed New Executive arrangements for the Council.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the proposals to adopt the new Cabinet and 

Leader model including proposals for the removal of the Leader by resolution be approved, and 

(ii)
that the ongoing timetable and next steps as set out in paragraph 7 be confirmed.
CL/61
AREAS AND NEIGHBOURHOODS – STREGTHENING COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: PHASE 3 IMPLEMENATION PROPOSALS

Consideration has been given to a report outlining proposals to further strengthen community engagement as part of the Council’s areas and neighbourhoods agenda.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the proposals for implementation of the 

Council’s area and neighbourhoods agenda be approved;

(ii)
That the strengthened terms of reference for the Area Forums be approved.

CL/62

CHOPWELL VILLAGE MASTERPLAN

Consideration has been given to the adoption of the Chopwell Village Masterplan.

RESOLVED -
That the Council adopt the Chopwell Village Masterplan

CL/63

CAPABILITY POLICY AND PROCEDURE

Consideration has been given to a capability policy and procedure for implementation across the Council to ensure a consistent approach to all employee capability issues

RESOLVED -
That the Capability Policy and Procedure be approved.

CL/64

TREASURY ANNUAL REPORT 2008/09

Consideration has been given to the Treasury Annual Report for 2008/09

RESOLVED -
That the Treasury Annual Report for 2008/09 be approved.

CL/65
ORGANISATIONAL REVIEW – DEVELOPMENT AND ENTERPRISE

Consideration has been given to a proposed organisational review within Development and Enterprise.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the proposal to restructure Planning and 

Environmental Strategy and consequent changes to other services within Development and Enterprise be approved; and

(ii) That the Council approve that the new service be renamed Environment and Regeneration.

CL/66
2009/2010 STATUTORY INTERVENTION PLANS FOR FOOD CONTROL AND HEATH AND SAFETY SERVICES

Consideration has been given to the Statutory Annual Intervention plans for Food Control and Health and Safety Services.

RESOLVED -
That the intervention plans for the period 1 April 2009 to 31 

March 2010 be approved.

GATESHEAD MILLENNIUM BRIDGE – REMOVAL OF VESSEL COLLISION PROTECTION SYSTEM

ITEM WITHDRAWN

CL/67

CORPORATE CAPITAL STRATEGY

Consideration has been given to the reviewed Corporate Capital Strategy

RESOLVED -
That the reviewed Corporate Capital Strategy be approved.

CL/68
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2009/10 – SECOND QUARER REVIEW

Consideration has been given to the second quarter review of the Council’s Capital Programme and Prudential Indicators.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That Council approve the variations to the 2009/10 

capital programme, and that this be agreed as the revised programme;

(ii) That the financing of the revised programme be 

approved;

(iii) That Council confirms that the capital expenditure and capital financing requirement indicators have been revised in line with the revised budget and that none of the other approved prudential indicators set for 2009/10 have been breached.

CL/69
GATESHEAD INTERNATIONAL STADIUM – MAIN ARENA DEVELOPMENT

Consideration has been given to the use of additional resources to ensure that the total project costs are available to the Main Arena development.

RESOLVED -
That the use of an additional £2.9m of Council resources be approved, to ensure that the total project costs are available for the main arena development.

CL/70

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED -
That the report be noted

CL/71

NOTICES OF MOTION
Councillor G Haley moved the following motion:

‘This Council believes that it is essential that Newcastle Brown Ale continues to be brewed in Gateshead.  This award winning beer is a crucial part of Tyneside’s heritage and is important in promoting the region throughout the world.  It is also an important part of the local economy providing much needed jobs.  The Council calls on the brewery owner, Scottish and Newcastle, to reconsider its proposal to cease production at Dunston and continue to work with all interested parties to ensure the brewery stays in Gateshead as a viable business.’

On the motion being put, it was declared to be carried.
CL/72

NOTICES OF MOTION

Councillor F Hindle moved a notice of motion, which incorporated the amendment submitted by Councillor P Mole:

The Council RESOLVED: -

‘This Council welcomes the decision of the Government to reverse the proposed cuts to the T.A. training budgets and acknowledges the vital contribution made by the volunteers in Gateshead and elsewhere to the defence of the UK.’

(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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