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COUNCIL MEETING
10 December 2009



GAMBLING ACT 2005, STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive

Mike Barker, Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. This report asks Council to adopt the Statement of Principles for 2010 – 2012 in accordance with the Gambling Act 2005.

2. The Gambling Act 2005 was fully implemented in September 2007 and transferred the responsibility for the licensing of gaming premises from the Magistrates to Local Authorities.  Under the Act, the Council is responsible for issuing premises license for premises such as casinos, bingo halls, betting offices, adult gaming centres and licensed family entertainments centres as well as for gaming machines in pubs, clubs and other alcohol licensed premises.

3. Licensing Authorities are required to prepare and publish every three years a Statement of Principles that they propose to apply when exercising their functions.  Widespread public consultation took place over a 12 week period between July and October 2009.

4. The Cabinet has considered the facts and issues arising from the report including alternative options and took all relevant advice before formulating their recommendation.

RECOMMENDATIONS

4.
The report recommends that Council adopt the Statement of Principles as set out in Appendix 2 of the report and that the statement be published in accordance with the requirements of the Gambling Act 2005, to ensure that the Council’s functions under the Gambling Act 2005 can be discharged effectively.
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