
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

3 November 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Armstrong, C Donovan, M Foy, M Graham, L Green, 

J McElroy, M McNestry, I Mearns and P Mole 
C147
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 20 October 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C148
OPTION APPRAISAL OF COUNCIL SHELTERED SCHEMES 

Consideration has been given to the outcome of consultation with residents of Council Sheltered Schemes at the Lonnen, Birtley Villas and Pleasant Place 1 – 23 on future options for the schemes and to a future programme of action.

RESOLVED - 
That the following programme of action to be undertaken by the  


Council and The Gateshead Housing Company be approved:

a) McErlane Square  

· Convert bedsits to two bedroom flats, do Decent Homes work to all flats and make the communal areas compliant with the Disability Discrimination Act. This work to be carried out in the financial year 2010/2011. Rent increases relating to conversion will be increased on a progress basis over a three year period for existing tenants; 

· Agree disturbance allowance for residents in bedsits affected by conversions.

· Agree rehousing priority, homeloss and disturbance payments for residents of bedsits wishing to move out of the scheme on a permanent basis.

b)     The Lonnen 
· Begin decommissioning of the scheme. All current and future empty properties to be kept void and taken off the debit. Residents to be given priority to move to a property of their choice and given homeless and disturbance payments. No timescale to be placed on the decommissioning process. The scheme to be demolished when empty.

c)     Birtley Villas and Pleasant Place
· Convert bedsits to one bedroom flats, do Decent Homes work to all flats and make the communal areas compliant with the Disability Discrimination Act. This work to be carried out in the financial year 2010/2011. Rent increases relating to conversion will be increased on a progress basis over a three year period for existing tenants.

· Agree disturbance allowance for residents in bedsits affected by conversions.

· Agree rehousing priority, homeloss and disturbance payments for residents of bedsits wishing to move out of the scheme on a permanent basis.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To ensure that the council continues to deliver the 





objectives of the Housing Strategy for Older 






People 2007 – 2012.





(B)
To ensure council accommodation continues to 




meet the future needs and aspirations of older 





people.





(C)
To ensure that investment is targeted to 






accommodation that is sustainable. 





(D)
To meet the Audit Commission’s 







recommendations following their inspection of 





The Gateshead Housing Company in November 




2008.

  
 
C149
GATESHEAD INTERNATIONAL STADIUM – MAIN ARENA DEVELOPMENT


Consideration has been given to the submission of an application to ONE NorthEast 
to secure Single Programme funding to redevelop the main arena at Gateshead 
International Stadium and to recommending Council to agree an additional capital 
allocation of £2.9m to ensure that the total project costs are available.  

.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the submission of an application to One NorthEast 



for £1.6m Single Programme funding to redevelop the 



main arena at Gateshead International Stadium, be 




endorsed.




(ii)
That the Council be recommended to approve the use of 



an additional £2.9m of Council resources towards the 




scheme.


The above decision has been made to ensure delivery of a project that will enhance 
Gateshead International Stadium 
as a major sporting asset and to secure and 
deliver national, international and world class events for the North East by 
improving spectator provision, upgrading the athlete’s accommodation and provide 
a multi purpose educational, media and hospitality suite.
C150
WINDMILL HILLS CENTRE


Consideration has been given to the latest position on the development of a 
multicultural facility at the former Windmill Hills School site, the constitution of and 
Council representation on the Steering Group developing this initiative. 
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the considerable progress that has been made in 



taking forward this initiative be noted.

(ii) That the Steering Group constitution set out in appendix 3 to the report be endorsed, subject to the amendments to the membership outlined in this report.




(iii)
That Councillor Eagle be nominated to chair the steering 


group until such time as the group is sustainable in its 


own right.




(iv)
That Councillor B Goldsworthy and Councillor C 



Donovan be nominated to represent the Bridges and 



Lobley Hill and Bensham wards on the Steering Group 


with the remaining ward councillors acting as substitutes 


as necessary.




(v)
That the principle that a small part of the building will be 


let to the Muslim Community for prayers at a commercial 


rate, be endorsed. 


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To support the delivery of Vision 2030, in 




particular Gateshead goes Global and Gateshead 



Volunteers.

 




(B)
To support the aspirations of the Community 





Cohesion Strategy “Gateshead Together”. 

.


DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY SAFEGUARDS POLICY

Item withdrawn

C151
SPORT AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to carrying out formal consultation on the draft sport and physical activity strategy and action plan.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the views of a joint meeting of Healthier 
Communities and Sustainable Communities People 
Advisory Groups be sought on the draft strategy and 
action plan followed by formal consultation with a wide 
range of stakeholders.


(ii)
That a further report be submitted seeking approval of a 
final strategy and action plan following the consultation.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to progress towards 
achieving the vision for sport and physical activity in the borough.

C152
PAYMENT OF RENT BY COUNCIL TENANTS – FORMER TENANT TRANSFER 
OF ACCOUNTS


Consideration has been given to the recommendation of The Gateshead Housing Company’s to transfer individual amounts from former tenants to debtors’ accounts where all possible recovery action has been taken.

RESOLVED - 
That the transfer of £196,473 former tenants’ arrears into 



debtors’ accounts as recommended by The Gateshead 



Housing Company be approved.


To ensure effective management of the Council’s resources as any further pursuit of these arrears is unlikely to result in significant sums being recovered.  It is more beneficial to concentrate on early proactive recovery of new debt, but where debts transferred to debtors account can be reinstated if further contact details are found.
C153
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A JOINT LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
CORE STRATEGY FOR GATESHEAD AND NEWCASTLE


Consideration has been given to the governance arrangements for the development 
of our Joint Local Development Framework (LDF) Core Strategy with Newcastle 
City Council.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the decision making process and project 




management arrangements, outlined in the report be 



approved.




(ii)
That a joint bridging document be produced that brings 



together key themes from the two Sustainable 





Community Strategies, expressing these in spatial terms 


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To maintain Councillors’ full involvement 





throughout the process.

(B) To ensure alignment between key policy context 

documents.

C154
GATESHEAD QUAYS MASTERPLANNING


Consideration has been given to a submission to One NorthEast for funding 
towards a comprehensive masterplan for Gateshead Quays and also a contribution 
from the Council’s Capital Programme towards the cost of the proposal.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the development of a comprehensive masterplan 



for Gateshead Quays, overseen by 1NG be approved.




(ii)
That funding of £80,000 towards the cost of the proposal 



from the Council’s Capital Programme be approved.




(iii) 
That the brief for the masterplan include 






linkages/relationship to other strategies including Fit for 



a City, 1NG Masterplan, Joint Core Strategy and Area 



Action Plan as well as flexibility regarding the railway 




line.


The above decision has been made to produce a realistic, deliverable masterplan for Gateshead Quays that will provide a framework for the completion of the regeneration of the quayside and form a vital link between Gateshead Millennium Bridge, Gateshead Town Centre and the wider quayside.

C155
TREASURY MANAGEMENT – PERFORMANCE TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2009


Consideration has been given to the performance of the Treasury Management 
Service for the first two quarters to 30 September 2009.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Treasury Management performance to 30 




September 2009 be noted.





(ii)
That future performance reports be considered by the 





Audit Committee subject to a change in the Committee’s 




terms of reference being agreed by the Council as part 




of a review of the constitution.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council complies with the requirements of good practice as recommended by the Audit Commission ‘Risk and Return’ report and Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) Treasury Management Panel Bulletin.

C156
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATIONS 


Consideration has been given to responses to consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations be endorsed:

· Tourism in the North East – North East Regional Committee   
· Community Infrastructure Levy ––  Communities and Local Government (CLG) 
· Consultation on proposed Planning Policy Statement 15: Planning for the Historic Environment – CLG 

· Consultation on proposed amendments to Planning Policy Statement 25: Development and Flood Risk 


 

The above decision has been made to allow the Council to respond to consultations.

C157
THE GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION – 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS


Consideration has been given to proposed amendments to the The Gateshead 
Housing Company’s articles of association to extend the maximum period 
that 
tenant and independent directors are permitted to serve on the Company Board.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed amendments to the Company’s 





articles of association as detailed in the report, be 





approved.





(ii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 





Services be authorised to confirm the Council’s approval 




of the amendments by signing the appropriate special 




resolution of the Company.


The above decision has been made to allow continuity on the Company board, and 
to ensure that the Company continues to obtain the benefit of their experienced 
tenant and independent directors.

C158
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ONTO TYNE AND WEAR FIRE AND RESCUE AUTHORITY AND TYNE AND WEAR INTEGRATED TRANSPORT AUTHORITY SCRUTINY ADVISORY COMMITTEE   

Consideration has been given to the appointment of a councillor to fill a vacancy on 
the Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Authority and the appointment of a substitute 
member for the Tyne and Wear Integrated Transport Authority Scrutiny Advisory 
Committee.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That Councillor P Mole as relevant portfolio holder, fill 





the vacancy on the Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue 





Authority.





(ii)
That Councillor T Graham be appointed as a substitute 




member on the Tyne and Wear Integrated Transport 





Authority Scrutiny Advisory Committee.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council is adequately 
represented on these bodies.

C159
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of local authority school 
governors to schools where vacancies have arisen on Governing Bodies.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the appointment of the following local authority 



school governors to schools where there are vacancies 


for a period of four years from the date indicated be 



approved:
	School

Kibblesworth
	Appointment

Mr R Irwin
	Date from

03.11.09

	High Spen
	Cllr Mrs L Caffrey
	24.01.10


(ii) That the resignation of Councillor K Dodds as a local authority governor of Kingsmeadow School be noted.

C160
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 21 October 2009 




Chair…………………..
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