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COUNCIL MEETING

5 November 2009
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 17 September 2009

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR J EAGLE) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
A Armstrong, D Boyes, C Bradley, M Brain, L Caffrey, N Callender, B Coates, P Craig, S Craig, S Danys, W Dick, P Dillon, K Dodds, E Earl, K Ferdinand, M Foy, P Foy, M Gannon, B Goldsworthy, M Goldsworthy, A Graham, M Graham, T Graham, JS Green, L Green, J Hamilton, M Henry, M Hood, SK King, J Lee, P Maughan, J McElroy, C McHatton, P McNally, M McNestry, J Mitchinson, P Mole, B Oliphant, C Ord, M Ord, B Osborne, I Patterson, B Richmond, I Rippeth, N Rippeth, P Ronan, S Ronchetti, R Stanaway, J Wallace, M Wallace and N Weatherley
APOLOGIES COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, R Beadle, D Bollands, A Chatto, C Donovan, F Donovan, G Haley, F Hindle, J McClurey, Y McNicol, JI Mearns, RD Napier, J Turnbull, K Wood.
Reverend Archer-Wood from Dunston gave the opening address.

The Marquisway Centre Choir gave a performance.
CL/42

MINUTES
RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 16 July 2009 be approved.

CL/43
GATESHEAD FLOWER SHOW/ AVIVA BRITISH GRAND PRIX ATHLETICS
The Council thanked those employees involved in the success of the recent Gateshead Flower Show and the Aviva British Grand Prix Athletics event.
CL/44

NEW SOCIAL HOUSING IN GATESHEAD
The Leader announced that Gateshead will be one of 47 local authorities to share in a programme to construct more than 20,000 new council homes across England, the biggest social house-building scheme of its kind for more than 20 years.
CL/45
PRESENTATION
Ian Renwick, Chief Executive, Gateshead Health NHS Foundation Trust gave a presentation on the work of the Trust.
CL/46

PETITIONS
A petition was submitted by Councillor J Hamilton on behalf of residents of AJ Cooks Cottages/William Morris Avenue, Highfield petitioning for Traffic Calming Measures.
RESOLVED - 
That the petition be received and dealt with according to Council procedure.

CL/47

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Mr Kent, Sunniside asked the following question:
‘What has caused the delay in carrying out the installation of the traffic lights on the Sunniside Road/Sunniside Front Street junction and what is the new planned completion date?’
Councillor J McElroy responded to the question

CL/48

AMENDMENT OF FEES FOR LOCAL LAND CHARGES
Consideration has been given to a report proposing amendment to the Fees for Local Land Charges.
RESOLVED -
That the amended fees as set out in the report be approved with effect from 1 October 2009.

CL/49

AUDIT COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 2008/09
Details of the Annual Report of the Audit committee for 2008/09 were submitted to the Council.  

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Audit Committee Annual Report 2008/09 be 

approved.

(ii)
That thanks be placed on record to the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT and the service as a whole for their support and ongoing work.

CL/50

REPORT FROM THE CABINET
The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED -
That the report be noted

CL/51

NOTICES OF MOTION
Councillor J Wallace moved the following motion:

‘This Council welcomes the announcement that Network Rail supports the creation of a high speed rail network in the UK.

This Council however expresses its concern that the North East region is not included in the proposals recently published by Network Rail for the initial establishment of a high speed network.

This Council re-affirms its belief that a high speed rail link between the North East and other parts of the country, especially London and the South East, will be a major factor in boosting the regional economy and closing the north/south divide.

This Council also notes the support for an East Coast High Speed line from Yorkshire Forward and One NorthEast and calls on the Secretary of State for Transport to ensure that a high speed rail network is built which includes an East Coast Line.’

Councillor M Henry then moved the following amendment to the motion:
1. 
Delete first two paragraphs after “This Council welcomes” and insert:

“the setting up by Government of the company, High Speed Two (HS2), to consider the case for new high speed services between London and Scotland.”

2.
Delete all after “This Council re-affirms its belief” and insert:

“that high speed ground transport links between the North East and other parts of the UK, especially London and Scotland, will be a major factor in boosting the regional economy and closing the north/south divide. 

This Council also notes and welcomes the lobbying and advocacy work of the Association of North East Councils and local MPs, to ensure that the North East is properly served by a high speed rail network. 

The Council will continue to work proactively with Government and all other interested bodies to achieve this, as it has done consistently since passing a motion to this effect in May 2006.” 
On the amendment being put, it was declared to be carried.

The amendment was put as the substantive motion and duly carried.

The Council therefore RESOLVED: -

‘This Council welcomes the setting up by Government of the company, High Speed Two (HS2), to consider the case for new high speed services between London and Scotland.

This Council re-affirms its belief that high speed ground transport links between the North East and other parts of the UK, especially London and Scotland, will be a major factor in boosting the regional economy and closing the north/south divide.

This Council also notes and welcomes the lobbying and advocacy work of the Association of North East Councils and local MPs, to ensure that the North East is properly served by a high speed rail network. 

The Council will continue to work proactively with Government and all other interested bodies to achieve this, as it has done consistently since passing a motion to this effect in May 2006.’

(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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