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REPORT TO CABINET


 3 November 2009
TITLE OF REPORT: Sport and Physical Activity Strategy
   
REPORT OF:  
  Margaret Whellans, Group Director - Community Based 



  Services
   

Purpose of the Report 

1. The purpose of this report is to seek Cabinet approval to carry out formal consultation on the draft Sport and Physical Activity Strategy and action plan. 


Background

2. This is the first time that Gateshead has produced a Sport and Physical Activity Strategy. It sets out our vision for the people of Gateshead and identifies key activities that will be undertaken to achieve the overall aim. 

3. There is no statutory requirement to produce a Sport and Physical Activity Strategy however, it is important for a number of reasons not least its role in supporting the achievement of an Active and Healthy Gateshead – one of the ‘Six Big Ideas’ of Vision 2030.

4. The strategy has identified five key themes that will take the work forward which are: Get Active, Get Going, Get Healthy, Get Inspired and Get Involved. (Further details relating to each of the themes can be found in appendix 1).  The draft strategy and action plan can be viewed online within the agenda folder for this meeting.

Proposal

5. It is proposed to formally consult with a wide range of stakeholders on the Draft Sport and Physical Activity Strategy and Action Plan.


Recommendations

6. 
Cabinet is recommended to:

i) Approve commencement of consultation with a wide range of stakeholders on the draft Sport and Physical Activity Strategy and Action Plan.

ii) Subject to (i) above receive a further report on the final draft strategy and action plan in January 2010.


For the following reason(s):

i) To enable the Council to progress towards achieving the vision for sport and physical activity in the Borough.

CONTACT:    Louise Rule  extension 6931 
PLAN REF: 

                                                                                     Appendix 1

Policy Context 

1. 
The Sport and Physical Activity Strategy supports the Council’s vision for the 
borough as described in the Sustainable Community Strategy – Vision 2030, 
particularly in relation to achieving an Active and Healthy Gateshead.

Background

2. This is the first time that Gateshead has produced a Sport and Physical Activity Strategy. It sets out our vision for the people of Gateshead and identifies key activities that will be undertaken to achieve the overall aim.

3. The draft strategy outlines the strategic framework for Sport and Physical Activity in the Borough and has identified 5 Themes, which it will use to focus its work and support the delivery of sport and physical activity over the next 4 years, creating an Olympic Legacy following the games in London, 2012. 

4. The 5 themes are to Get Gateshead Active, Get Going, Get Healthy, Get Inspired and Get Involved. Each theme has an identified area of responsibility.

5. Get Active in Gateshead will focus our efforts in achieving improvements in the opportunities that are available to our young people through involvement in and delivery of Physical Education, School Sport for Young People. 
6. Get Going will focus on getting new people into sport and physical activity. Currently over 50% of adults in Gateshead don’t participate in sport and physical activity for a number of different reasons. This strand of work will identify new and innovative ways of breaking down barriers that currently prevent people from being active.
7. Get Gateshead Healthy will focus around improving the health and wellbeing of Gateshead residents, promoting the benefits of living a healthy lifestyle through participation in regular sport and physical activity. 
8. Get Inspired is looking to support the continued development of our talented youngsters both in and through their chosen sports – both as performers and/or leaders/coaches.
Get Involved will focus on creating a framework for sports volunteers through the delivery and co-ordination of volunteering projects. It will aim to increase the number of people volunteering in sport in the Borough, for which Gateshead has the lowest levels of sports volunteers in the North East Region. (Active People Survey 05/06). 

Consultation

9. Cabinet Members for Safer, Stronger Communities and Culture have been consulted on the proposals.

10. A number of partners such as Gateshead/Whickham School Sport Partnership, Tyne and Wear Sport, User groups and non users will be involved in the future development of the strategy.

11. Part of the formation of this strategy will involve extensive consultation to ensure the views of the local community and key stakeholders are taken into account.

Alternative Options

12. The alternative would have been not to produce a Sport and Physical Activity Strategy, as there is no statutory requirement to do so. However, it is felt that in Gateshead it is important to have a planned approach to sport and Physical Activity across the Borough. 

13. The Council has a legal duty to promote equality and wants to create a borough where local people can realise their full potential and enjoy the best quality of life in a healthy, equal, safe and prosperous and sustainable borough. It has already made a formal commitment to this strategic equalities agenda.

Implications of Recommendations

14. Financial Implications – The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT confirm that there are no financial implications arising directly from this report.

15. Human Resources Implications – None directly

16. Equality and Diversity Implications – The recommendations will support compliance with the Disability Discrimination and Race Relation (Amendment) Acts.  

17. Crime and Disorder Implications – The draft Sport and Physical Activity Strategy and Action Plan support the current community safety measures of the Council and its partners.

18. Sustainability Implications – None directly

19. 
Human Rights Implications – The recommendation support compliance within the 
Human Rights Act.

20. 
Health Implications – the adoption of the Sport and Physical Activity Strategy will 
have a positive impact upon the health of local people. The strategy specifically 
highlights ‘Get Healthy’ as one of its five themes which has associated actions to 
support the achievement of Active and Healthy targets.

21. 
Area and Ward Implications – The draft Sport and Physical Activity Strategy and 
Action Plan will apply to all wards in Gateshead. 
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