
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

20 October 2009

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)

Councillors: A Armstrong, M Foy, M Graham, L Green, 

J McElroy, M McNestry, I Mearns and P Mole 
Apology for Absence: Councillor C Donovan
C135
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 6 October 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C136
GATESHEAD MILLENNIUM BRIDGE – REMOVAL OF VESSEL COLLISION PROTECTION SYSTEM 

Consideration has been given to the removal of the vessel collision protection system to the Gateshead Millennium Bridge.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the advertisement of a notice of the Council 



meeting for the purpose of approving the promotion of 


an Order under the Transport and Works Act for the 



removal of the vessel collision protection system to the 


Gateshead Millennium Bridge in accordance with 



Section 239 of the Local Government Act 1972 be 



approved.

(ii)
That the Council be recommended to approve the 



promotion of an Order under the Transport and Works 


Act 1992 to enable the removal of the protection system.

(iii)
That subject to (ii) above the implementation of the 



Order under the Transport and Works Act for the 



removal of the protection system be approved.

(iv)
That the Head of Transport and Highways be authorised 


to seek tenders for the scheme for the removal of the 



protection system following implementation of the Order 


under the Transport and Works Act.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To improve the appearance of the Gateshead 
Millennium Bridge by achieving the original 
aesthetic intention of the designer.




(B)
To achieve savings on the cost of maintaining the 




protection system.  

 
C137
CORPORATE CAPITAL STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to the revised Corporate Capital Strategy.

RESOLVED -
That Council be recommended to approve the revised 



Corporate Capital Strategy.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To maximise resources available to the Council.






(B)
To provide a strategy for prioritising capital 






investment.
C138
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2009/10 – SECOND QUARTER REVIEW


Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2009/10 capital 
programme and prudential indicators at the end of the second quarter to 30 
September 2009.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That Council be recommended to approve that 





variations to the 2009/10 capital programme as detailed 



in appendix 2 to the report be agreed as the revised 




programme.

(ii) That the Council be recommended to approve the financing of the revised programme.




(iii)
That Council confirms that the capital expenditure and 


capital financing requirement indicators have been 



revised in line with the revised budget and that none of 


the other approved Prudential Indicators set for 2009/10 


have been breached.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To accommodate changes to the Council’s in-






year capital expenditure plans.





(B)
To ensure the optimum use of the Council’s 




capital resources in 2009/10.





(C)
To ensure performance has remained within the 





approved prudential limits.

C139
REVENUE BUDGET MONITORING 2009/10

Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2009/10 revenue budget for the second quarter to 30 September 2009.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council’s revenue expenditure position at 30 




September 2009, as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be 



noted.

The above decision has been made to contribute to the sound financial management of the Council.

C140
REFORM OF COUNCIL HOUSING FINANCE - RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to the response to the Communities and Local Government’s consultation on reform of council housing finance.
RESOLVED - 
That the response to the consultation as set out in the report be approved.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response 
to the consultation.

C141
PRACTICAL, AFFORDABLE HOUSING SOLUTIONS


Consideration has been given to a pilot scheme that will help potential homebuyers 
purchase properties on key strategic sites within the Housing Market Renewal area 
of Gateshead and Newcastle.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposal to procure a loan administrator using 



the powers set out in Section 22 of the Housing Act 




1996 be approved.

(ii) That the proposal to begin negotiations with developers on three strategic sites in Gateshead as detailed in the report be approved.

(iii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services following consultation with the Group Director, Community Based Services and the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT be authorised to undertake the procurement, negotiate the detail of the proposal, and to enter into all legal agreements necessary to facilitate the proposal.





(iv)
That a further report be submitted on the findings of the 



pilot.

The above decisions have been made to meet the housing needs of households in 
the housing market renewal area and support housing led regeneration in 
Gateshead and Newcastle.  

C142
ANNUAL REPORT ON ADULTS COMPLAINTS, COMPLIMENTS AND 
REPRESENTATIONS (SOCIAL SERVICES) APRIL 2008 – MARCH 2009


Consideration has been given to the Annual Report for 2008/09 for the Adult Social 
Care Statutory Complaints Procedure.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Annual report for 2008/09 on Complaints and 


Representations be endorsed.



(ii)
The Annual Report be referred to the Healthier 





Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) 



for consideration.




(iii)
That the Healthier Communities OSC be requested to 



consider a future review of the effectiveness of 





complaints and compliments procedures being adopted 



across the adult care sector in Gateshead.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) It is a statutory requirement that a formal committee considers the report.






(B)
To have an effective and timely complaints 






procedure.

C143
GATESHEAD MULTI-AGENCY SAFEGUARDING ADULT PARTNERSHIP 
ANNUAL REPORT 2008/09


Consideration has been given to the Safeguarding Adults Partnership Annual 
Report 2008/2009. 
RESOLVED -
That the Annual Report be referred to the Healthier 




Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee for 




consideration.


The above decision has been made to improve the safeguarding of vulnerable 
adults in Gateshead.

C144
WINLATON VULCANS RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB (RFC) – GET BUILDING 
APPLICATION


Consideration has been given to the Winlaton Vulcans RFC ‘Get Building’ grant 
application to improve pitch drainage and floodlighting on the club grounds.

RESOLVED - 
That a grant of £15,000 to Winlaton Vulcans RFC under the 



‘Get Building’ framework of financial support, be approved.


The above decision has been made to secure external investment in a rugby facility 
within the borough in line with Council priorities.
C145
PETITIONS SCHEDULE 


Consideration has been given to an update on petitions submitted to the Council 
and the action taken on them.

RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be noted.





 

The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of the petitions received.

C146
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)


Publication date: 21 October 2009 




Chair…………………..
2











PAGE  
1

